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ALEXANDER POPE was 
born in London, May 22, 1688, 
of parents whofe rank or ftation was 
never afcertained : we are informed that 
they were of gentle blood; that his father 
was of a family of which the Earl of 
Downe was the head, ami that his mo- 
ther was the daojghter of William Tur- 
ner, Elquire, of York, who had like- 
wife three fons, one of whom had the 
honour of being killed^ and the other of 
dying, in the fervice of Charles theFirft ; 
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the third was made a general officer -in 
Spain^;.from . wJbom tlie .fiHer inherited, 
what fequeftrations and forfeitures had 
left in the facaily. 

This, and this orily^ is told by Pope^ 
who is more willing, as I have heard ^b- 
fcrved, to ihcw v^2X his father was not,^ 
than what he was« It is flowed that be 
grew rich by trade j but whether in, a 
ihop or on th« Exchange has neYer^c^n 
d i fcovered. Both parents were papifis* 

Pope was from his birth of a confti-* 
tution tender and delitate; but is faid 
to have ihewn remarkable gentleoeft 
and fweetnefs of difpoficion. The w^ak^* 
nefs of bis body continijed through. his 
life, but the mild»efsof his mind per- 
haps ended with his cbildho(i0« His 

voice. 
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Voice, when he* was '3'Qung, ivii fq 
pleafin'g,' tHat he- was called in fondnefs 
rktliSfltKtghtingale. 

w 

Peing not fent early td'fchool. He 
wa^ tau^t- to read by aii aunt; and 
when he ivas feven or eight years old 
became a lover of books. He firft 
learned to write by imitating printed 
books ; a fpecies oF pbnmanfliip in 
whicli' h^' retained great excellence 
through his whole life> though his Or* 
dmary hand was not elegant. 

When he was Jibout eight, he was 
placed in Hampihire under Taverncr, 
a Romiih priefti who, by a method very 
farcly^a^ftiicd, taught him the Greek 
and Latin rudiments together; He was 
now firft regularly initiated m poetry by 

A 2 the 
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» • 

the perufal of Ogylby's Homer, an3 
Sandys's Ovid: Ogylby's affiftance ht 
never repaid with any praife; but of 
. Sandys he declared, in his notes to the 
lliadi that Engltfh poetrj^ owed much 
of its prefent beauty to his tranflations. 
Sandys very rarely attempted original 
compofition. 

From the care of Taverner, under 
whom his proficiency was confiderable, 
he was removed to a fchool at Twyford 
near Winchefter, and again to another 
fchool about Hyde-park Corner ; from 
which he ufed fometimes to ftroll to 
the playhoufe, and was fo delighted with 
theatrical exhibitions, that he formed ci 
kind of play from Ogylby's lUady with 
fome verfes of his own intermixed, 
6 which 
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which he perfuaded his fchool-fellows 
to act,, with the addition of his mafter's 
gardener, who perfonated Ajax\ 

At the. two. laft fchools he ufed to re- 
prefent himfelf as having loft part of 
what Tavemer had taught him, and on 
his nlafter at Twyford he had already 
exercifed his poetry in a lampoon.. Yet 
under thofe matters he tranflated more 
than a fourth part of the Metamorphofes. 
If he kept the fame proportion in his 
other exercifes,, it cannot be thought 
that his lofs was great. 

He tells of himfelf, in his poems, 
that he , liffd in numhtrs ; and ufed to 
lay that he could not remember the 
time when he beg^n to make verfes. In 
the ftyle of fi<S:ion it might have been faicl 

A3 of 
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oi "him as of tindar, that When he lay 
in his cradle tbe bees /warmed ^bout bis 
muffj. 

About the time of the Revolution 
his father, v^ho was undoubtedly difap- 
pointed by the fudden blaft of popii^ 
profperity, quitted his trade, whatever 
it was, and retired to Biniield in Wind- 
IbrForeft, with about twenty thoufand 

m 

pounds ; for which, being confcienti<iuf- 
' ly determined not to intruft it to the 
'government, he found no better ufe 
than that of locking it up in a cheft, 
and talcing from it what his expences 
required ; and his life was long enough 
to confume a great part of it, before his 
fon came to the inheritance. 
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To Birifield Pope was » calkd by hi* 
father whea h^ was about twelve years- 
eld ; and ther^ be bad for a few months 
the affiftance erf. one D^ane,' another 
prieft, of whom he l^affj>e<J only to eoip- 
ftrue a little of T^lYs, Offices, . Hovvr 
Mr.. Deane could fpetvJ^t, wkh a. bpy 
Avho had. tranflated:,fd -much of OviJ,. 
fome months over a imall. part of %iUy*i 
0^^^^. it is .now v)ain^tO| enquire.* , , 

Of a youth fo fuc^j&fHlly^employgd, 
and.fo^oonfpieuouiiy improved,,, a :minvite 
account muft^ be nat^iraMy jle*6riB!d\j-but 
curiofity muft b^ co\Uf,nted^ with ^c^a^ 
fufed^ imp^eftr p;nd;fom^im^s itnprp- 
bable kiteUigencrj* ' |?ope,rfindi^ig litjcle 
advantage from CjXtc^rnaii help, refolved- 
thenceforward- to diredt bimfelf,. and at 

A 4 twelve 
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twelve formed a plan of ftudjr which 
he completed with little other bcite* 
n^nt than the defire of excellence. . 
, 'His primary aad. principal purpofc 
waa 5ci bQ. a pocty wkh which his father 
a^i^tally coDCUjrred, by propofing 
fubjed^$» and. chiding him to correct 
his performances by many revifals; af- 
t^r which the.old gentleman, when he 
was fatisfied> would fay thefe are good 
thymes. 

In his perufal of the Engliib poets he 
^n .diftinguiflxcd the verification of 
Dryden, which he confidered as the 
model tt> be ftudied, and was imprefTed 
with fuch veneration . for his inftruder, 
that he perfuaded fome friends to take 
.iim to the coifee-houfe which Drydcjn 
LM . :• f re- 
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frequented, and pleafed bimfelf with.' 
haying fcen him. • 

Dryden died May i, 1701, fomc 
days before Pope was twelve; fo early, 
mufl he therefore have fek the power 
of harmony, and the zeal of gpni^is* 
Who does not wiih that Drvden could 
have known the value of the honxage 
that was paid him,, and forqfeen th# 
greatnefs of his )^oung admirer ?• 

The earlieft. of Pope's produftions. 15 
hisO^ on SolUude, written before he 
was twelve, in which, there is nothing 
more than other focward boys have 
attained, aud which is not equa]i to 
Cowley's performances at the fame age,. 

His time was now fjpent wl^olly in 

reading and writing. As |he read the 

Chf. 



CHafficks, he amufed himftflf witli 
tranllaring them ; and at fourteen made 
a Vetfion of thefirfk book of ihcTiebais, 
* which, with ibme revifion, he after- 
wards pufcliflied. He mtift have been 
at this time; if he had no^help, a confide- 
table proficient in the Latin tongue^ 

Sy Dryden's Fables, which had then 

tDeferi not lofng- publilhcd, and were 

much in the hands of poetical readers,- 

lie was tempted to try his own (kill in. 

' givhrg Chaucer a more falhionable ap- 

^ pearance,. and put January and May^ 

and the Prologue of the Wife of Barh, 

Into modern EngKfli. He tranflated 

Itkewlfc the Epiftle of Sapfio ufbaon 

from Ovid, to complete the verfion, 

which was bfeforc imperfeft'j laad wrote 

fome 
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fome dther fmall pitcts, which be «ft^* 
wards printed. 

He fotaetimes imimted the Eng^ifli 
poets, and prcrfefled to have wrkten at 
fourteen Ms poem upm^ Silence^' z£t^r 
Rochefter's Naibing4 - He had '|io:«r 
formed his verfification, and . in the 
finoothnefs of his nvimbers furpalTed his 
original : but this is but. a fmall pa^t 
of his praife; he difqovets fuch ac- 
quaintance both .with: hucnaj) lif^ aijd 
publick affairs as is npt. eajSly! x^c^ived 
to have been attainable by a bay. of 
fourteen in ff7;2/^r.Ft?r^« , ^ ;. - 
. Next year he Was defirous of .ppeaiug 
to himfelf new fourceg of knowledge, 
by making himfelf acquainted with mx>- 

dcrn !kmguag€is; and removed fpr- a tipe 

to 



to^Ix>ndon, tH»t he. might ftu4y French 
and Italian, which, as he dcfired nothing 
more than: to read them^. were }?y dili* 
^nt applicatioh foan difpatched. Of 
Italian learni^. he does not appear to 
|iave ever made mucli ufe in his fuhfe.- 
quent Hudies. 

He then returned to Binfield, and de-- 
lighted himfelf with his own poetry* 
He tried all ftyles, md many fubjefts^ 
He wrote a comedyy a tragedy, an epick 
poem, with panegyricks on all the 
Princes of Europe; and, as he cpnfdTes, 
S bought hmjelf th greateji genius that 
ever was. Seif-confidence is the firft 
requifite to gixstf undertakmgs ;, he, inr 
deed, who forms his opinion of himfelf 
in folitude, without knowing the powers 

of 
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t>f other men, U Vfetyi'lkble -td 'errour'i 
but it was the felicity of >Po|>e td- rate 
iiimfelf at His r^al val^*©. • -' • 

Moftof his puerile ipmdedtions vfere^ 
by his maturer judgement, lafterwards 
deftroyed; iAkaHJet^, th^^^epick poem, 
was bcmt by die periuafioa of AttcA 
bury. The tragedjTiwas founded on the 
•legend of. St. Genevieve Of the corned^ 
there is no acedunt. ' '/ 

CoiKerning his iftudies 'kh related, 
that he tranflated Tully on eld Jgei and 
that, befides his books of poetry and 
triticiftii> ^^he ^read T'emple^s^ ^/p^- and 
'Locke 0n human UnderfidUding. JHis read- 
ing; though his favourice authors .are 
not known, appears to hai'^c been fuflS- 

ciently^^xtcnfive and multifarioias j fojr 

his 
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his csff^y pi^oes (bf^w, wkh l»fteient eyi^ 

He that is ple«fe(i wtth hmkUy ^afilf: 
imagines that he ihall pleafe oth^ra^ Sit 
WiUiam Tf umbfll^ i^bo. hud; beqa. am- 
bdTadpr at Cw)ftaiitim>pk^ and ff^fi?^^' 
<ary of ; iblief t haIh^q h^ aretirtd ffiwn ihu?* 
find$^ fixod.his r^&krn^ in theneagh'* 
bburbood f^ . fiiofielid, , Fopeg liot y^ 
iixteen^ was iiitroduqed la Jth^iftatefosafi 
of fi«y, aQT^'.ifo 4ifti»gwih^d -hitnftlf 
tlut ^r, ing^j^ift'cys wded mfti^dftap 
and ,cQi;rAfppn4iMKJe# . Pope !«r%t, tluo^gfe 
hif) ivtbol^, Ufie^ ;atfTiljitiws of 4illeiidi4 
acquaititance^ j . ;^ he k^m^, to b$^v^ 
ivapted neither :dyMiefMi9$n<ir. fw^f^i iH 
attrading the nwc« of she greftt.1 for 
from his firil enjQranf;e intQ ih^ w^rid^ 

and 



«id liis:ent:i»mce wa^ wry eirly, lie^vas 
4idmitted lo familiarity With thbfe WHbfc' 
rank or ftation made theto riloft ion- 
fprcuous. '■ ' r- ' 

From die age of fixtefen the life cST 
Pope, aft an author, may be ptopferfy 
-computed, He now ^i^c hi^ PaftoraJ^i 
which were fliewii to the Poets and CH^ 
ticks «f that time; as 'they wefl de--' 
icrvedy they were read with admiration; 
and many praifes wi^e * beflbwcd lapon 
them and upon the Rreface, which i^ 
both elegant and learned in a high! de- 
gree : they were, however, not ptib* 
liflled till fi^-e years afterwards. '; 

Cowley, Milton, and Pope, are 'dTp- 

tinguiflied among the Englilh Poets by 

the early exertion of their powers ; but 

2 tbc 
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the works of Cowley alone wert pub- 
liihed in his chlldbood, and therefore of 
him only. can it be certain that his pue- 
rile performances received no improve- 
ment from his matiir^r itudies* 

.At this time began his acquaintance 
with Wicherlcy, a man who feems to 
have had among his contemporaries his 
full ihare of reputation^ to <have ,beeu 
efteemed without virtue, and> careiled 
without good-humour. Pope was proud 
of his notice; Wycherley wrote verfes 
in his praife, which he was charged by 
Dennis with \vriting to .himfflf, and 
they agreed for a while to flatter one 
another. It is pleafant to reoiiarkf .how 
foon Pope learned the cant of an author, 
and began to treat critidcs»,wkh conr 

tempt. 
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t€tBpt> though, he had .y^'t fuffered 
iK>thiog from thein. 

But the foiidnds of Wycherky was 
too vioknt to laft His ^fteem of Pope 
was fuch, that he fubniitted fome pocm^ 
to his revifion ; and whea Pope, per- 
haps proud of {uck coofidenci^, \\^% 
fufEciently bold in his crittcifms, and Vi-^ 
berai in his alterations, the old .fcribler 
was angry to fee his pages de£aced>. and 
felt more pain from the dete&ion than 
content from the amendment of his 
faults* They parted ; but Pope always 
confidered him with klndnefs, and \tfi^ 
ted him a little time before he died. 

Another of his early corrcfpondents 
w^s Mr* Crontwel,. of whom. I have^ 

learned nothing particular but that he 

B ufed 
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ufed to ride a- hunting in a tye^wig. He 
was fond^ and perhaps vain^ of aipufing 
himfelf with poetry and criticifm; and 
£>metimes &nt his.performanices to Pope, 
who did not forbear fuch remarks as 
were now^ibdrthen unwelcome. Pope^ 
in his turn, put die juvenile verfion of 
Siatius into his hands for corredion. 

Their cQrrefpgndence ai&rded the 
publick its iirft knowledge of Pope's 
Epiftolary Powers ; &r his Letters were 
given by Cromwel to one Mrs. Thomas^ 
and (he many years afterwards fold them 
to Curii) wJio inierted them in a volume 
of his Mifcellanies. 

WaHh^ a name yet pre&rved among 
the minor poets^ was one of his iirft 
encouragei^s. His regard was gained 

by 
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V7 the ^aitorals, abd from him Pope 

* * 

received the counfei by which he 

- « 

feeais to have regulated his ftudie^ 

< 

WaUh advifed him to ccMredtnefs, whichi 
SIS he told him, the Engliih poets had 
hither^ neglected, and which therefore 
was left to him as a ba£s of fame; and^ 
bang delighted with rural poems, re- 
commecided to him to write a paftoral 
comedy, like thofe which are read fo 
cagedy in Italy ; a defign which Pope 
probably did oot approve, as he did not 
follow it* 

Pope had now declaredliimfelf a poet; 
and, thinking himfelf entitled to poeti- 
cal con verfation, began at feventecn to 
frequent Willis, a cofFee-houfe on the 
north fide of RuflH-ftreet in Covent- 

B a garden. 
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garden, where th^j. wits of .di5^t;;tim« 

[ u,fed to affembk, aiid wh^rePry^njh?d> 

Xyhep^ he UYed,-%ea accuftome^ tq prc^ 

\ Puring this period of his life, he ,^^^s 
indefatigably dUigegt^ and in&jliiably.cvi- 
rt^usi^ Avaitfiiig .hq^th for viplent, and 
itiipney, for cxpenfiye , pleskfuric?, and 
, haying, c^tainly excited in l^imli?!^; YCfy 
ftroi)g , defires . of ^ intelk^ual ^eminence, 
h^SptviX Qjuoh. jQi^ •Jtli$^ time,. oyer his 
bpokrs t ,;b95 be r^d,. only to; ftpr^, Jjis 
mind with fafts and images,.. feizing 
all that his-aiKthors prefented with un- 
diilfn^ujAiing voracity, and with aa ap- 
petite for t knov^l^dge too eager jto, be 
nice. In ^^miad JiJ^e his, hpwever^all 
the faculties were at once involuntarily 

im- 
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improving. Judgement is forced npon 

• * 

us by experience. He that reads many. 
books triuft compart of/e dplnioTi' or one 
ftyle with another, and when he fcorti- 
pares mull necefl^irlly dHHH^ifliy ftejea; 
and prefer* ' BiVt thc-^accotine given by 
iimfelf of his ftudits wai, that from 
fourteen to twentj^' he read only fot 
amufcrtteht, frorii ti^renty-tO'twenty-feven 
for iirrprcf^iment ted 'inftt-UQIofi;'. that 
in the firft part of tJvis^ time Hfe ddked 

• •* • 

bnlytofcnow, and itf the fecond >he en* 
dcavoured to judge. ' - • ^ 

Tfete'Paftorals,' v^hiefe-^hAd^ been for 
fonie tittie^handed'abbtife' among poets 
and trltitlcs, Wer^-ab laft printed (1709) 
in* Torifon's Mifcellahy, in d^, volume 



• » 
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vhkh bcg^ with.' the.Paftorali of. Pbfe 
Hps^. and ended widi thc^ of Pope. 

Tlie farae year, was written die EJfiif 
m Criticifm ; z w<»:k which difplays iuch 
extent ^ €ompreheftficfii> fuch nie^ty of 
dfftinftion^ liscfa aequaiBKance whLman^ 
l&»4y and fuch knowledge both of an^ 
cient -a^ (modecn learoing^ as-are aot 
/Dftje^aitainediby^the! mfttureil age and 
loi)ge£^ GKpeneiicQ. It waa p^afafiih^ 
abqpt two yeans afjD^vwards, andlning 
prjiifefl : \fif: Addifon ' m the S^9(iaiw 
with fufficient liberality^ met with & 
much favour as enraged Denois^^ w^o^'^ 
he fays^ ^' found, h^ftlf atcacked^ with* 
^' out any manniei^ of provocation on hit 
*^ fide^ and attacked hi hiapetfon^ ia» 
^< flead of his writings^ by one who was 

•* wholly 
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^^ wholly a ilrailgettb him, at a time 

« when all the woriid kttew he ms per- 

." fecitfed by fortune ; and not oaly faw 

'^that chis was attempted iA ^ clan-^ 

" deftlne manner^ with thd utnaoft felft^ 

^ hood and caivimnyy i>ut found tiliat 

" all this was done by a Kttle ^ffb^ccJ 

*' hypocrite^ whia had- liothihg in hii 

*^ mouth at the fame time but tRith> 

^^ candour, friendfliip, good'-nature^ hu- 

*^ firtaiiity, and magnammity#*' - 

Hefvif the attack was <lajideftihe is not 

eafily perceived, nor how his perfon is 

depi^eiated ; but he ieems fio have 

known . ibmethitig of Pope^s chacsi<^^, 

in whom may be difcovered an appetite 

to talk, too frequently of iM own yir- 

naes. 

B4 The 
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Xhjs fam^et is f^k as rage miglft 
be^exf^^ u^ 4idat€^ He^ fmppofes 
himfeif to be ^pL«;d tW9 qu^ons 9 'Who? 
thcr the ^ay will (Mcceed^ and who or 
wl(^ 19 the auU^fV^ : . 

Its fuccefs he admits to be fecured 
by^^the falfe opinioAS. then prevalent; 
ihe author he oonoLudes to be young and 

Fi^rfty. becaufe he difcovers a fufS* 
ciency beyond his little ability, and hath 

Taihly U|i4^r^k^n a taik infinitely above 

It 

his force. Secondly, while this little 
authpr^firuts, ai)d aficfts the dLfktorian 
ai|-, he .'plwjy-lhcws that at the fam* 
time he is under the rod, and while he 
pretends ^p,give law; to. others is a pe- 
daiitic^ ilave ,to authority and ppinioiu 
^ Third. 
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.... 

TlittMy, he kath, like fcHooIbays, bor- 
rowed botfep 'from living and dead. 
Focrthly; hef knows bot his oWn mind, 
and ' freqiaently cohtradTd» hrmfelf. 
Fifthly, he is almoft pei^^ttiaHy in the 
wrong. * 

All thefe |)ofitions he attempts to 
prove by quotations arid remarks ; but 
hisdefire to do mifchief is greater than 
his power. He has, however, jufHy eri- 
ticifed ibme paffkgei. In thefe lines. 

There are whom heav'n haS blefe'd with 
ftoreof wit. 

Yet want as much again to manage it; 

For wit and judgement ever are at 

fttife— 
it is apparent that zolt has two mean^ 
inn, and that what is wanted, though 

called 
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cailtd^ztit^iiy .truLy. jiid|gemmft. 
£)ennis is. undcA:i1:^diy right) i>ut5,0ot 

ocxitent with: jacguinsnv h^ ^Ul hov^.ia 
little mirth^ and trkipiphs over the fiirft 
couplet in terms too elegant to be for* 
gotten,^ ** By the way, what rare num- 
*' bers are here ! WotiW fiot one fwear 
A^ that this .youogfter-^d efpouikd ibme 
^f. anticj^uated Mi»fe^ who had fued: oUC 
i<> a. ^ dtv(>rce > on^accoiuit^^ impqtence 
:^^ from fome fapteannuated ikiner ; ^ and^ 
^^ having 'teen p— xcd by hca? fomier 
^ fpoufe, has>got the gout in berdc- 
-^"^'crepit age, whieh makes her bobble 
^^ fo.'danxnably." This wa$ Ae mm 
who would reform a nation liaiking^iQCo 
barbarity* • • . 

'I }q 
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In anodmr {>lace Popehimfelf aUow64 
tliat Denitis had detected one of thofe 
Uundersi . which are czlled MIs^ - The 
&ft edition had this Hoe ; 
What is this, wit-— • 
Where wanted^ . fcom'dy and envied 
where acquired ? . , : i • 

** How/' f^ys ahe critick, " can mt be 
^^ fcoTJ^d whcTC it is not? Is not this .a 
"figure frequently employed in. HibeN 
" nian Imid ) The.perfon that wants, this 
'^ wit may indeed be fcotned^ bat.: the 
" fcorn ihews the honour which the 
*'• contemner has foBwit." Of this re*- 
mark Pope made the proper ufe,t by car- 
se&ing the p^flage* 

I have preferved^ I think^ all thiH is 
teafonable « in Dennis's criticifm ; it re* 

mains 



48 t 6 V E. 

mains that juilicc be done to his delicacy* 
** For his acquaintance (faj's Dfemirs) he 
*^ li^mesMr. Walfb,ivho had by fio means 
*' the qualification which this author rec* 
^* kon$ abfolutely fteceflary to a critifc'k, it 
** being Very certain that he was, like 
** this Effayer, a very indifferent poet ; 
^^'he loved to be well-dreffed ; and I re- 
•' member a Httle young gentleman 
** Whom'Mr. Walih u fed to talce into 
'*' his company j as a double foil to*his 
^^ perfon and capacity .r— Enquire be- 
'* tweien* Suhnif^hill and Oaiingham for 
** a young, Ihort, fquab gentletnan, the 
'* very bow 6i the God oF Love, and 
*^ tell me* whether he be a proper author 
*' to make p^rfonal ' refle<^ions9^He 
'* may extol the' antiehb| bttt he ha* 

** reafoii 
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*^ reafon tq thank the gods that.hej^r^? 
tJ borjn.a modern ;. forJi^d bp bepn bpm 
f', of Grecian parent^j, ^^ bis f?it^er 
'^.cqafrqueptly ha^ by law -had the.^ibr 
^' foliite . diipoftl (fl him,; \ih . lifp . ^%4 
*^ been iio longer th^n that s>f CH\Cr of 
^^ his ppgw, the iife of half, a day^^rr 
*^ L^t ^e perfon of a gentleman .of. his 
?^ p^ft^. Jbe never fo contemptible, ,his 
.V inward man i3 t^. tirne^* more ridi- 
*.*CJalo«s; it being^ itnpoffiblp that his 
^^ outvjT^rd form> though .it. be that of 
^dawnright. monkey y Ihotdd differ fo 
'. fnuch from human ihapQ> a$ his un« 
, thinking immaterial part does from 
", huip^ , wnderftanding." Thus began 

4 * 

thf. .I^o^^ty between Pope and Dennis, 

Ttfhid)^ ijl^ugb it. was fuipended for a 

fliort 
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flwrt tim^y never was appeafed, Pope 
feexnsy.at Atft, to have dtr^tked faStti ' 
wamionlf ; btft' though he always ^rO« 
li^bd ta^tefpifi^ falm, be difbbyers, by 
mmtionkig him* often, that he £tlt his 
fiords or hi$.viSiotn« * 

0£ timlEXky F^pe declared * dtat her 
Hiid not xvpofir^ fale to be qiiick, be* 
'caufe «<i#'<s{»^ g^flP/man infixty^ even of 
iib0roUdi6CMtim^ ceuld Underhand /A The' 
^atiMim, aiid^'Qbe edu^attod'of thsft' 
time, ieeai< ta hay^ ^een of a lower cha^^ 
TQ^!^ tiuaa dlMd|r: ave of this. He i!hen« 
tkme K nhoofand copies as <a aiimeroud 
iQipneuiDik • 

Doosnifr was nQ(; iii« only cenibr er ; '^e ^ 
zeakms papi^'iiiought the monks tr^ati-' 
cd wkh too much' contempt; -.and £rdf* ^ 
i mus 



mos tw ftudbufly pi^fed ; but t© thefe 
obj^loos behad not ohuch regard. 

The Efay has beeo tranflated- into 
Freftch bjr HamikoHy Author of- die Cbw/^ 
if GravmonUj whofe- ^eriiol; was tief«^ 
printed, by RofMbi^n, idcsetaty to die 
King for Hanover, and by i?^/w/; asicl 
commented byjpn- War bunojij; who ha^ . 
dideovered in it fuch of^der aad coii-i 

• * * 

ne&io& a« WM iiM j^^erccived bylAddi- 
foa, iK>rj as is iaid^ ki^eiidfd by theaU-^ 

Almoft «very pO(£tn, conSi^ng of pre*^ 

€epts, i$t b- far arbitras^^ and :io2fitetFho-i 

dical, that many^ the paragraphs* nxiy 

change places wkh nO' apparent in^eiw' 

venience ; ^^ of two or more pofitions, 

depending ^pQB lome reiaote and g#» 

neral 
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* 

Mral principle^ there is fcldom any co- 
gent reaibnwhy one fliould precede the 
pther. But for the order in which they 
ftand| wfaat<ev€r it be, a little ingenuity, 
may eafily give a reafon. // is pfffihle^ 
iays Hookdr, that Iq Itmg circumdu^iony 
from any on( imih ^U trtab may be in-- 
fined* Of all homogeneous truths 
at lead, of all truths refpefting the 
iame general end^ m whatever feries 
they may be produced, a concatenation 
by intermediate ideas may be formed,, 
fuch as when, it is once ihewn, Ihall ap- 
pear natural ; but if this order be re- 
verfed, another mode of connection 
equally fpecious may be found or made« 
Ariftotle is praifed for naming Fortitu dc 
£(fl of the cardmal virtues^ as that with- 

♦. out 
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out vvhtcft*' wo orhe*^ virtiijk • cMtfieadily 
be'pra^^fe^;' but ' he* might, tvitbeqaJAl 
propriety,'' have placed 'Prudence ' aftd 
JufUce':: before k,. f&wje wkJiout PfuJ 
deoce Fortitude b mad ; Without Juftxcey 
it is mlfcliieroiflr. ^^^ • ^ 

As the end of method 19' perfpicui- 
ty, ' thaf ' fef ies "■ h fuffidcntly regular . 
that 5!W&fe obfcurity j and where there is 
no obfcurkjr it will not ' be difficult to^' 
difcdver method. 

Ih tfte Bp€flator was publilhed the- 
Hffifih'^^\\K\ch: he fefft fubmitted tothe^ 
perufei df Steele, and eorreftedin coAv-. 
jvliaricd' Jviriih his criticifms. 

It -IS 'ce«ibnable to infer, fpom hi$ 
Letter^,* \\^l- the verfes on the Unfonu- 
natt Litdy vvtve Wf itteii about the timii 

C * when 
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when his EJfay was publilhed. The 
Lady's name and adventures I have 
fought with fruitlefs enquiry. 

I can therefore tell no more ' than 
*! have learned from Mr. Ruffhead, who 
writes with the confidence ot one who 
could truft his information. She was 
a woman of eminent rank and large for- 
tune, the w^rd of an unklc, who, having 
given her a proper education, expedted 
like other guardians that flie fiiould 
make at leaft an equal match, and fuch 
he propofed to her, but found it re- 
jefted in favour of a young gentleman 
of inferior condition. 

Having difcovered the correfpondence 
between the two lovers, and finding the 
young lady determined to abide by her 

own 
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own choice, he fuppofed that feparation 
might do what can rarely be done by 
arguments, and fent her * into a foreign 
country, where Ihe was obliged to con- 
verfc only wiA thofe from whom her 
unkle had nothing to fear. 

Her lover took care to repeat his 
vows; but his letters were intercepted 
and carried to her guardian, who direfted 
her to be watched with Hill greater vigi- 
lance ; till of this reflraint Ihe grew fo 
impatient, that flie bribed a wonian- 
fcrvant tO'^rocure her a fword, which 
&e diredkcd to her heart. 

From this account, given with evi- 
dent intention to raife the Lady's cha- 
rader, it does not appear that (he had 
any claim to praife, nor much to com- 

C 2 paffion. 
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paffion. She feems to have been imp^— 
tient, violent, and ungovernable. Her 
unkle's power could not have lafted 
long; the hour of liberty and choice 
would have come in time. But her de* 
fires were too hot for delay, and flie liked 
felf-murder better than fufpenfe. 

Nor is it difcovered that the unkte^ 
whoever he was, is with much jufticc 
delivered to poller ity as 2ifalfs Guardian 5 
he feems to have done only that for 
which a guardian is appointed ; he en- 
deavoured to direft his niece till flie 
Ihould be able to direft herfelf. Poetry 
has /not often been worfe employed 
than in dignifying the amorous fury df 
« raving girl. 

Not 



POPE. 37 

Not long after he wrote the Rape of 
the Locky the mod airy, the moft inge- 
nious, and the moft delightful of all 
his conipofitions, oCcafipned by a fro- 
lick of gallantry, rather too familiar, 
in which Lord Petre cut off a lock of 
Mrs, Arabella Fermor's hair. This, 
whether ftealth or violence, was fo much 
refcBted, that the comuierce of the two 
families, before very friendly, was in* 
lerrupted. Mr. Caryl, a gentleman 
who, being fecretary to King James's 
Queen, bad followed his Miftrefs into 
France, and as tbe author of Sir 
Solomon Single, a comedy, ai^d fomiT 
tranflations, wzs t^ntifked to fhe np* 
tice of a wit, folicited Pope to endea^ 

C 3 vour 
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vour a reconciliation by a ludicrous 
poem, which "might bring both the 
parties to a better tamper.' In com- 
pliance with CaryPs requeft, though his 
name was for a long time marked only 
by the firft and laft letter, C— 1, ai ix)em 
of two cantos was written (17 ip), as is 
faid, in a fortnight, and fent to the of- 
fended Lady, who liked it well enough 
to ibew it; and, with the ufual procefs 
of literary tranfaftions, the author]^ 
dreading a furreptitious edition, was 
forced to publifli it*. 

The event is faki to have beem fuch 
as was defired ; the pacification and di- 
verfionof all to whom it related, ex- 
cept Sir George Brown^ who complained 

- •: witK 
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with Ibme bitternefs that, in the cha* 
fsder of Sin Plujiie^ he^ was made to 
talk nonfenfe* Whether all this be.true," 
I have fome doubt ; for at Paris, a few 
years ago, a niece of Mrs. Fcrmor, who 
prefided in an Englifli Convent, men- 
tioned Pope^s work with very little gra- 
titude, rather as an infult than an honour \ 
and fhe may be fuppofed to have inhe- 
rited the opinion of her family. 

At its firft appearance it was termed 
by Addifon inerutn Jul. Pope, however, 
faw that it was capable of improve- 
ment ; and having luckily contrived to 
borrow his machinery from the Roficru^ 
e'ans^ imparted the fcheme with which his 
head was teeming to Addifon, who told 

C 4 him 
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him that his work^ as it flood, was a de-- 
licious little things and gave him no en- 
couragement to retouch it. 

This has been too haftily confidered 
as an inftance of Addifon's jealoufy ; 
for as he could not gueis the condu<ft 
of the new defign, or the poffibilities o£ 
plcafurc comprifed in a fiftion of which 
there had b^en no examples, he might 
very reafonably and kindly perfuade the 
author to acquiefcc in his own profpe- 
rity^ and forbear an attempt which kc 
confidered as an unoeceffary hazard. 

Addifon's counfel was- happily re- 
jcdted* Pope forefaw the future efflo* 
rcfcence of imagery then budding im 
his mind, and refolved to fpare no art^. 
or induftrv of cultivation* The foftr 

Luxu- 
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luxuriance of bts fancy was already 
flx)oting, and all the gay varieties of dic^ 
tion were ready at bb hand to cokmr 
and embelliih it. 

His attempt was juiiified by its fiic^ 
cefs. The Rape of the Lvck ftwds for^ 
ward, in the clafles of Hterature^ n the 
moft exqui&e example of ludicrous 
poetry. Berkley congratulated him upon 
the difpiay of powers more truly poeti« 
cal than he had fhewn before ; widi ele«' 
gance of defctiption and juftnefs of pre^ 
ceptSy he had now exhibited boucdk& 
fertility of invention,. 

He always confidered the intertextaro 

of the machinery with the a£tion as his 

moft fuccefsful exertion of poetical art^ 

He indeed could never afterwards pro- 
duce 
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ducc any thing of fuch unccxampled ex- 
cellence. Thofe perforhiam:es, which 
ftrike with :wonder, are combinations oi 
ikilful genius with hap|>y c^fualty ; and 
it is not Kkely that any felicity, like the 
difcovery of a new race of preternatural 
agents^. fliould happen twice to the fame 
maii» 

', Of this poem the author was, L think, 
allowed to enjoy the praifc for a long 
time without difturbance. Many years 
afterwards Dennis publiflied fome re- 
marks upon it, with very littk force, 
and with no effedt ; for the opinion of 
the publick was already fettled, and it 
was no longer at the mercy of criti- 
cifm«. 

About 
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About this time he puWiflicd.tke 
7mple of Fame^ which, as he teikSteek 
in their correfpondeiice^ he had writtea 
two years before ; that isy v«hen he wa< 
only tvvejity-two years old, an early tim* 
of life for fo much liearniog and ii 
much obfervatioQ as thatwork exhibits^! 

On this poem Dennis afterwards pub- 
lifted fome remarks, of which the mofl 
reafonable is, that fome of the lines re«* 
prefent m^iion as exhibited by fculpture^ 

Of the Epiftle fiom EJii/a to Melardl 

] do not ktiow the d^ite. His flrft incli*. 

nation to attempt a compofitipn of that 

tender ' kind ' arofe, as !N(f r. Savage told 

me, from his perufal of Prior's iV^Z-i 

irown Maid* How much he has fur4 

pafled Prior's work it is not neceffarjf 
. . to 
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to niciitibn, when perhaps it may be 
fiiid wkh judtee^ that he has excelled 
every oeunpofition of the fame kind* 
The mixture rf J^ligiaus hope and re- 
fighation gtve$ an elevation -and dignity 
to disappointed love^ which imager 
merely natural cannot beftow^ The 
gloom of a convent ilrikes the imagi* 
nation witli ^r greater force than the 
iblitude of n grove* 

• This piece was, however, not much; 
his favourite uv his latter ye:ars, though 
I never hciu?d up<Hi whit principle he 
lighted it* ' 

In the next-y<ar (1713) he pub'Klhed 
Wind/or F^reji ; 'of which part was, as- 
he relates, written at fixteen, about the 
&De ttkae as Ihs Pafk)rals,, and the lat« 

ter 
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tcr part was added afterwards : - where 
the addition begins wc are not tolj. 
The lines relating to the Peace confefs 
their own date. It is dedicated to Lor4 
Lanfdown, who was then high in repu. 
tation and influence among thje Tories^ 
aod it is faid that the conclu£on of the 
poem gave gre^t pain to Addi^n> both 
as a poet and a poUtician, Reports like 
this are often fpread with b<^dnef9 
very difproportionate to their evidence. 
Why ihould Addifon receive any parti- 
cular diflurbapce from the lad lines of 
Windfir Forefi f If contrariety of opinion 
could poiibn a politician^ he wouy not 
live a day ; and^ as a poet^ he muft have 
felt Pope's force of genius much more 

from many other parts of his works. 

The 
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* The pain thatAddifon might feel i^ 
•is not likely that he would confcfs ; and 
it is certain that he fo well fupprelTed 
his difcontent, that Pope now thought 
himfelf his favourite; for having' been 
^oiiftiked in the revifal of CatOy he in- 
troduced it by a Prologue ; and, when 
Dennis publilhed his Remarks, under- 
took not indeed to vindicate but tp re- 
venge his ^friend, by a Narrative of the 
frenzy <f '^dhn Dstmis. 
- There is reafon to believte that Addi- 
fon gave no encouragement tothrsdifin- 
genuous hoftility ; for, fays Pope, in a 
Letter to him, " indeed your opinion, 
^* that *tis entirely to be neglefted, 
** would be my own in my own cafe ; 
" but I felt- more warmth here than I 
• ^ « did 
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^ did when I firfl faw his book againft 

** myfelf (though indeed in two minutes 

^* it made me heartily merry)." Addifon 

was not a man on whom fuch cant of fen- 

bility CO jii' make much impreffion. He 

left the pamphlet to itfelf, having^dif- 

t)wned it to Dennis, and perhaps did 

not think Pope to have 'deferved much 

by his officioufnefs. 

This year was printed in the Guardiak 

the ironical comparifon between the Paf* 

torals of Phillips and Pope; a compofi- 

tion of artifice, criticifm, and literature, 

to which nothing equal will eafily 

be found. The fuperiority of Pope is 

fo ingenioufly diffemblcd, and the feeble 

lines of Phillips fo ikilfully preferred^ 

that Steele, being deceived, was un- 
willing 
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willing to print the paper left Pope 
ihould be offended. Addifon imme* 
diately faw the writer's defign ; and, as it 
ieem$, had malice enough to conceal 
fai$ difix)very, and to permit a publica- 
tion whKih> by making his friend Phil- 
lips ridiculouSj made him for ever aiji 
enemy to Pope, 

It appears that about this time Pope 
liad a ftrong inclination to unite the art 
of Painting with that of Poetry, and 
^ut himfelf under the tuition of Jervas. 
JHe was near-lighted, and therefore 
not forjned by nature for a painter : h^ 
jtried howeyer how far he could advanpe, 
mid Ibmetimes perfuaded his friends to 
fit, A piifture of Betterton, fuppofed 
to be drawn by him> was in the poffef- 

fioa 
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Hon of Lord Mansfield ; if this was 
taken from the life, he muft have begun 
to paint earlier ; for Betterton was now 
dead. Pope*s ambition of this new art 
produced fome encomiaftickverfes to Jer- 
vas, which certainly fhew his power as a 
poet, but I have been told that they be- 
tray his ignorance of painting. 

He appears to have regarded Better- 
ton with kindnefs and efteem ; and after 
his death publilhcd, under his name, a 
irerfion into modern Englifh of Chaucer's 
Prologues, and one of his Tales, which, 
as was related by Mr. Harte, were 
believed to have been the performance of 
Pope himfelf by Fenton, who made him 
a gay offer of five pounds, if he would 

flxcw them in the hand of Betterton. 

D The 
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• The next year (1713) produced a 
bolder attempt, by which profit was 
fought as well as praife. The poems 
which he had hitherto written^ however 
they might- have diffufed his name, had 
made very little addition to his fortune. 
The allowance which his father made 
him, though, proportioned to what he 
had, it might be liberal, could not be 
large; his religion hindered him from 
the occupation of any civil employ- 
ment, and he complained that he wanted 
even money to buy books *. 

He therefore refolved to try how far 
the favour of the publick extended, by 
foliciting a fubfcription to a verfion of 
the Ilicdi with large notes. 

* Spence, 

To 
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To print by fubfcription was, for fomc 
time, a praftice peculiar to the. Englilh. 
The firft confiderable work for which 
this exipedient was employed is faid to 
have been Dryden's Virgil; and it had 
been tried again with great fuccefs when 
the Tatkrs were collecfted into volumes^ 

There was reafon to believe that 
Pope's attempt would be fuccefsfuL 
He was in the full bloom of reputation, 
and was perfonally known to almoft aill 
whom dignity of employment or fplen* 
dour of reputation had made eminent ; 

» 

he convcrfed indifferently with both 
parties, and never difturbed the publick 
with his political opinions ; and it might 
be naturally expedtcd, as each faftion 
then boalled its literary zeal, that the 

D 2 great 
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great men, who on other occafions prac- 
tifed all the violence of oppofition, 
would emulate each other in their en- 
couragement of a poet who had de- 
lighted all, and by whom none had 
been offended. 

With thofe hopes, he offered an Eng- 
lifli Iltad to fubfcribers, in fix volumes 
in quarto, for fix guineas ; a fum, ac- 
cording to the value of money at that 
time, by no means inconfiderable, and 
greater than I believe to have been ever 
alked before. His propofal, however, 
was very favourably received, and the 
patrons of literature were bufy to rei 
commend his undertaking, and promote 
his interefl. Lord Oxford, indeed, la^* 
mcnted that fuch a genius fiiould b 

waftci 
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Wafted upon a work not original ; but 
ptopofed no means by which he might 
live without it : Addifon recommended 
caution and nioderation, and advifed 
him not to be content with the praife 
of half the nation, when he might b^ 
univerfally favoured. 

The greatnefs of the defign, the po- 
:)ularity of the author, and the atten- 
ion of the literary world, naturally 
aifed fuch expeftations of the future 
lie, that the bookfellers made their 
ffers with great eagernefs; but the 
igheft bidder was Bernard Lintot, who 
ecame proprietor on condition of fup- 
lying, at his own expence, all the 
3pies which were to be delivered to 
jbfcribers, or prefented to friends, and 

D 3 paying 
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paying two hundred pounds for every 
volume. 

Of the Quartos it wasy. I believe, fti- 
pulated that none fliould be printed but 
for the author, that the fubfcription 
might not be depreciated; but Lintot 
impreffed the fame pages upon a fmall 
Folio, and paper perhaps a little thinner ;^ 
and fold exaftly at half the price, for 
half a guinea each volume, books fa 
little inferior to the Quartos, that, by a 
fraud of trade, thofe Fcdios, being after- 
wards fliortened by cutting away the top 
and bottom, were fold as copies printed 
for the fubfcribers. 

Lintot printed fome on royal paper 

in Folio for two guineas a volume ; but 

of this experiment he repented, and his 

7 . fon 
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foa fold copies of the firft volume with 
aU their extent of margin for two fliil* 
lings. 

It is unpleafant to relate that the 
bookfeller, after all his hopes and all 
his liberality, was, by a very urjuft and 
illegal aftion, defrauded of his profit. 
An edition of the Englilh Iliad was 
printed in Holland in Duodecimo, and 
imported clandeftinely for the gratifica- 
tion of thofe who were impatient to 
read what they could not yet afford to 
buy. This fraud could only be coun* 
terafted by an edition equally cheap 
and more commodious ; and Lintot was 
compelled to contract his Folio at once 
into a Duodecimo, and lofe the advan- 
tage of an intermediate gradation. The ' 

D 4 notes. 
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notes, which in the Dutch copies were 
placed at the end of each book, as they 
had been in the large volumes, were 
now fubjoined to the text in the faine 
page, and are therefore more eafily con- 
fulted. Of this edition the fale was 
doubtlefs very numerous; but indeed 
great numbers were neceflary to produce 
confiderable profit* 

Pope, having now emitted his pro- 
pofals, and engaged not only his own 
reputation, but in fome degree that of 
his friends who patronifed his fubfcrip* 
lion, began to be frighted at his own 
undertaking ; and finding himfelf at firft 
embarraffed with difficulties, which re- 
tarded and opprcffed him, he was for 
.a time timorous and uneafy; had his 

eights 
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eights diflurbed by dreams of long . 
journeys through unknown ways^ and - 
^viihed^ as he faid^ that fomebody 'Ufould - 
hang him *• 

This mifery, however, was not of long 
continuance ; he grew by degrees more 
acquainted with Homer's images and ex- 
preflions, and pradice increafed his fa- 
cility of verfification. In a Ihort time 
he reprefents himfelf as difpatching re- 
gularly fifty verfes a day, which would 
ihew hhn by an eafy computation the 
termination of his labour. 

His own diffidence was not his only 
vexation. He that afks a fubfcription 
foon finds that he has enemies. All 
who do not encourage him defame him. 

* Spencc. 

He 
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He that' wants i -money 'Will -rither ht 
tKiJUght tfrigry t4an poor,.' »nd' He that 
wiihes to fave his money -conceals his 
avarice by his malice. Addifon had • 

* 

hinted his fufpicion that Pope' was too 
much a Tory ; and fome of- the Tories 
fufpefted his principles becaufe he had 
contributed to the Guardian, which was 
carried on by Steele. 
•"To thofe who ceiifured his politicks 
were added enemies yet more dangerous^ *. 
who called in queftion his knowledge of 
Greek, and his ^qualifications for a tran- 
flator of Homer. To thefe he made no 
publick oppofition ; but in -one of his 
Letters efcapes from them as well as he 
can. At an age like his, for he was 
pot more than twenty-five, with an irre- 
gular 
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gnlar education, and a oaurfe of life of 
which much feems to have pafied in^ 
converfation> it is not very. likely that . 
he overflowed with, Greek.. But when: 
lie felt hlmfelf, deficient he fought af-. 
fiftance, and what man of learning , 
would refufe to help him ? Minute en- . 
quiries into the force of words are lefa 
neceflary in tranflating Homer thaa 
other poets, becaufe his pofitions ara 
general,, and his reprefentations natural^ 
with very little dependence on local or 
temporary cuftoms, on thofe changeable 
fcenes of artificial life, which, by min- 
glmg original with accidental notions,. 
and crowding the mind with images 
which time effaces, produce ambiguity 
in diftion, and obfcurity in books. To ^ 

this 
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this open difplay of unadulterated na- 
ture it muft be afcribed that Homer has 
fewer paffages of doubtful meaning 
than any other poet either in the learned 
or in modern languages, I have read 
of. a man, who being, by his ignorance 
of Greek, compelled to gratify his cu- 
riofity with the Latin printed on the op- 
poiite page, declared that from the rude 
fimplicity of the lines literally ren- 
dered, he formed nobler ideas of the 
Homeric majefty than from the laboured 
elegance of poliflied verfions. 

Thofe literal tranflations were always 
at hand, and from them he could al- 
ways obtain his author*s fenfe with fufE- 
cicnt certainty ; and among the readers 
of Homer the number is very fmall of 

thofe 
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thofe who find much in the Greek 
more than in the Latin, except the 
mufick of the numbers. 

If more help was wanting, he had 
the poetical tranflation of Eobanus Hejfus^ 
an unwearied writer of Latin verfes ; he 
had the French Homers of La Valterie 
and Daciery and the Englifh of Chapman^ 
Hobbes^ and Ogylby. With Chapman, 
whofe work, though now totally ne* 
gleded, feems to have been popular 
almoft to the end of the laft century, 
he had very frequent confultations, and 
perhaps never translated any paflage till 
he had read his verfion, which indeed 
he has been fometimes fufpe&ed of 
ufing infiead of the originaL 

A Notes 
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Notes were likewife to be provided ; 
for the fix volumes would have been 
Tery little more than fix pamphlets 
without them* What the mere perufal 
of the text could fuggeft. Pope wanted 
fio afliftance to colleft or methodize ; 
hut more was neceffary; tniany pages 

'were to be filled, and learning muft 
fupply rriaterials to wit and judgement. 

'Something might be gathered from Da- 
cier; but no man loves to be indebted 
to his contemporaries, and Dacier was 
acceflible to common readers. Eufta- 
thius was therefore neceflarily confiilted* 
To read Euflathius,of whofe work there 
was then no Latin verfion, I fufpedl 
Pope, if he had been willing, not to 

-haVe been able : fome other was there- 

m 

fore 
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fore to be found, whd had ' leifure as 
well as abilities, and he was doubtlefs 
moft readily employed who would do 
much work for little money. 

The hiftory of the notes has never 
been traced. Broome, in his preface 
to his poems, declares himfelf the com- 
mentator in part upon the Iliad ; and it 
appears from Fenton's Letter, preferved 
in the Mufeum, that Broome was at firft 
engaged in confulting Euftachius ; but 
that after a time, whatever was the rea- 
fon, he defifted : another man of Cam- 
bridge was then employed, who foon 
grew weary of the work; and a third 
was recommended by Thirlby^ who Is 
now difcovered to have been Jorthiy 

a man fince \s^ell known to the learned 

world. 
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world, who' cbmplained* that Pope, 
having, acceptfed^and approved his^per- 
formance, never t'eftified airy" cirtofity 
to fee hinf. ^TKc ^'terms "whfch'^Petiton 
ufes iarevety niercahtile : Tffirfk arfrjl 
Jight that ^*iir 'ftrfarmance 'is very cdni* 

tnendable^ atrlhive Jent word f$r htm to 

- •• « 

Jimjb the xjtB^bibky and to /end it ivitb 

his dtfhands for hii irotftlel fbive here 

' * - . • . * * . . 
inclofifdthejpecmin; if the rejt 'come he^ 

fore the returh^ iwiU keep- tliem' ^11 1 re- 

ceiveyourefden -'- 

Brdomw^ thenofercd his ftirvici- aifc- 

cond'timt, • **fiich was probaWy ictep- 

ted, as thejr^hdd afterwards ^ dbl^t coire^ 

fpondence^ Panv^ contribiited theLtfe 

of Homer, wWck Pope found* fo hafflij 

that he took great pains ita oori'eSing it ; 

,' '-^ • '- • land 
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ahd l>y his ovvji dilr^jicc, wirii fuct ]ielp 
as k;nd«eft t>r drnpnejr <:o«ld pTocurc 
bio^ in fomcwliat liWPe than, five years 

widi the note,$, .:Ife bega^ it ia 1712, 
hU tweott-ll^dx yfar, ,aMa4 -concluded it 
ia 17x8, his thirtieth year, 

Whea if^FC fiad him tranflating fifty 
linc$ a day, it is x^atural to fuppofc that 
he would have brought, hh ^ork to ^ 
more fpeedy concltdiQn. The IliaJ^ con- 
tainiE^ left thapi fixteen thowfand verfe$. 
Blight have been -defpatched in lefs 

than three hwdred and twenty days Uy 

•I. 

fifty verfes m ^ daj\ .Th^ nbtes^ com- 
piled with tb« affifta»ce -of his .njerce- 
naries^ could aot .b^ fuppofed to require 
more time than the te»t% Accor4iiig to 
this calculation, the progrefs of Pope 

E may 
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may fcem to hjire iDeen flow ; but tlie 

» V . Vf • 

diftance Is .commonly verysireat be- 

tw^cn affhial peCTOrmances, apd/fp*^ 

tlye poffibilitjv It^is natural to fiippofe, 

that *ai nliich as has heti^ done to-day 

hiav Le done to-ttiorirpw : but -^n the 

nwrrow Com^-^i^culpy cimergej?, or fome 

exten^al impediment obftru^s, Indo- 

lencc^ "ihtQrruptioo, bufinefs, and pjea- 

fure,' all, take. their tyrns pf ^r^tafda- 

tion ;; and every long work is lei^hened 

by a thoufand.caufcs that can, and ten 

thoufand that; cannot, be recounted. 

Perhaps no. ex;tcnfive and multifajrious 

performance was ever effeded within 

the term orlgiruilly fixed in the under- 

taker's . mind... . H.^. that juns againft 

Time, has an antagpnift potlubj^^ to 

cafualtles. 

The 



Thd ehcouragemeiit ^ivea to this 
tVanuiTOii, though report Yeefns to have 
6ver^rated'itV was rucK as tTie world has 
ndi^'tJften fceh/ ""The fubfcnbers were 

five niiriafea arid leventy-five,' The cb- 

^^ f. • • 

pics, tbr which fubrcnptions were givea, 

W6re" nk hundred and' nfty-four. Por 

thofe 'copies TopehauTidthing to faj^*; 

he therefbrc receivea,'lnclu(iihg tile two 

hundred* pouncis a volume, 'five thoufancl 

* • * 

three nUhdred' ana twenty pounds tour 
minihg^/withoutaeduftionV^s'tlie Doolcs 
w'eretuppTied 'byi'ihtotJ 

fey theiu^ceis o^ his fut)icnpt'ion t^ajpe 
Wis relievedfrom thofe pccuniarydiflreires 
With wnKra, notwitnltanaing his popu- 
larity, 1i'c "haci* liuVerco flrU^gled.'" Lorti 
'•Oi^^fa' iiiid bfteir^dmcMeci Ills' dif^ua- 

E 2 'iificarian 



*■' fJ4''i..Ji.-!J f.fti:;;.! 



«8 T t % 

lification for piiWick empl6j^fctetir,-!bw 
ntvcx propofcd ^ ^ ^ ^6oii» "WMl^ -the 
tranilatien ^ Hdmer Mbs ki 'tts^^^p^^ 
Mr. Craggy the^ (tettt^y '^ .ft*^, 
offered ^o procure^ 5iim a penfi^ia, M^rfcich, 
:at leaft during his mmiRry^ fJ^g^t *. l>.c 
fiypyed with fecFecj:, Tifec was Mt 
accepted ^y' Pbpiei, who ^old hSift^ hott.'- 
cverjj that^ if 'hc'ihould 'bepreflfed witli 
want of money, bfe -woufld -fend to- him 
for occafiohal fupplie§. - £)fagg^ Was nA- 
long in powers and was nevefr 'folklted 
for money ty Pope, who diftiimcd to 
beg whiat Ke aid'nafe wlarit. ■ ' • i ' 

With tlie'fJMduaof -Ai* 'fttbfcr\>- 
tionj which he had toe much dUbr^til^tij 
tofquander, he 'feciired' his ltetUr6'Wc 
from want by' c^nfidcrabte' i^iffioities^ 

The 
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Ihc eilate «f |tbe Dq^e .of fiuckbghatn 
w4s-,fjCHilui . to itstvp^ bf^en. charged with 
6Y«jj^j>4iied,|>«swlst%ygaFj».^ pay3.^1e to 

the- hift(xry jcf /tfeevEp^Jjfli^^/Zrtfd^j. t^^^^ 

fi49i$:d;#s !S«»€. pf the;gF#at ;evfi:Rt»^u»;.f he- 
anil^* .i^fj^arwfjg.-, ,/>.;=; ,,, i. „ ;,p,, j^ • . 

t 

To thofe wha have; ^ jl) t:o>. c^ijfnatc- 
the i^^fieUc^r ^ jcj^fficulqr qf.jthisv 

teflw-;biw krWaj-ig^^forroe^ and bjr 

E 3. ae6» 
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heroes 
And peopka: we (ffirk bell witf} h€r^% flaia;, 

fillMtb^ibad^ltfdil with i^im'ms^aaAj 

ftore/ •--^^' 

tore,. '"^^'^ ' 

Whofe 45i«6sv imlHiriei l!>h-tKe W>»4k fhpro^. 

Sprung the fierce firife, from. what ofr 

fcn4e<i Poiver t 

Laicna'a. 
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And heap*!! the camp with moxntfains of? 
Thj^jJpDgj.of Mea hifhjrey(?fe»a; prieft 
Ai4;fpr, % I^iggVpjBfe^f t>. rfje peopte 

anger ^fataLhaplefs. 

Phoebu& bip)felf. the^ Jire debate proQurd;, 

t^ > lieroc.v ... .1., . . ^ 



' > >» . » 



r av«ng^ thc,wfro^ig% hj^Mu^'^pw^^ 

For thi& the Godva<dii:e infedion fprcgiL,. > . , 

The King of IVJen the facrcd Sire <l9§!'^5 

And fop the. Kij)g*8 offencc.tbcj^eoplB dy'3»., . , 

. '.. . .,> « ., »; * '■ • / * *. i 

\ » » ' » " 1« or 
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For Chiyfes ' Rmghr with cofil^ gi&S' to 

chaixLi; . '.-r-r.. 

AiW)yi>'^avft}l enfigg^ grape his rh^iuis. 
By thefe he begs, and, lowly .^bending- 

dowjB,, . ... \. 

E^^tcnds the fcepjtre ^nd.tb^ lA9Ff 1 crojviv 

FcJr Chryfes tiS<v^t\>yprhJciksh return * 
« coftly jif ^ t.o ijain 

,- His. captive jdaughtcr^ from the Vi^oii'a chains, 

■ ft 

SrippHani the venerable Father ffandS,. 

- - ''•'•^i 

Apollo*8 awful enligns grac d his hands, 

fi)^tKtrc*hc begs.; arid lowly bcndihg ifewn - 

*The ^Mtn fccptrt rfhtf -the Jaufd Cr6w0f' 

. For thcfe as enjigns o/* */^ Gorf A*' Anf^yri; '^ 
'■^<>Qd that 'fends hisiloiJ^nj^afir^r}- - ^ 

■^.'.^v.-,., -The- 
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Tte:te!f nAfti^j^hi * the 'ci^riA^e ^)iii^ • ^ ^o 
Suppliant before^thebrothcr kings^jbenn. 

grace , ^^ • . -; "^ .. 

Ve'-kipgs ' and. %V2trr}of s; may )^r vo^s 

'be crbvvn'tf, ' ' ' ' • ' " 

And Troy *^ proud vjyjlls lie levd with 

• • •'*. ..',*■ 

the gfoXind ; \ > • ■ ;< ' ' 

May Joye; -xeitbre 7911^ WrHea }^ur/toi[rs 
arc o'er, ' ^ 

To; *U»he AM , , hat chiey^jpl^d^/c|r gwc^ 
Yt fms tfAirem^ may y<yW.v«A&i^l*CTOWfr*d;, 



£* 
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So ikay ilf^Gidi four atffins vj'itbtcnqktt/i klc/s^ 

Till , . laid 



-</«^ croWnyour hhoUrs^rtbdeferV^d fuc(fcfs ; 
May Jove reftore y.ou,.%vhea your^oHV are o'er. 
Safe to &ii j^eaffiifea of ybitf a^^i ve ui6ne i ' 



,#ri.- > . .* '^'. '-. . ,■ f •'-, 
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But, oh r relieve a wretched parent's pain. 
And give Chryfeis ta thefe arm* a^ain ;. 
If m&tcy fail-, yet let my 6f efen^ move. 
And dl^adt ayraging; Phiebus,' ^fon. o£ 
Jbye. 



...:a '.* - , • ^. ;• •; -/^.v 



Buty oh. !' sfli^vCrfii h^left papent% j^ti^h^ 
And givt mjl'^alightcf/to thtfe dFm» fi^iri j 
Sjcetve fHf gifts ^ f£ megCY feibj J?pt i^^ my 
ptcfcnt mbv«^' " . 

■ • •• The:. 
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The-Gteekfi,. m ftows^ .dieiry jftjat ^ffent 

The priclfl; tO:r€v^ren<:e,:a^ jcflcafe tKtj 

.-» . • - , 

Uepuls'd the facrcd 5ire, and thus re- 

He faidj the Gree1c5 their joint aflent. decrarc, 
7htrfaiketfatd) '4htp7^t6u^<^tAk5^'reiv^ir 

T*.accept tlic/rairfom, anjlfd^^fc tfefi'ffii- i;>.i / 
Revere the pr-ie/f^ and fpeaF their joint affentJ » 

Not 'fos^^ tyrant, he, with kingly pride;^ 

; fN9tT6, i*e tyraitt:' ©R¥f)M.J«''*- ^^^-V.^Sl 

Of thefe iinps, acid of tbc^wlxole iirft- 

book, •Fak^-wld.^thlat^'il^re^^ms yet a 

fortafer copy, moFe varied, and mcjrc de- 

formed with interlineations. 

The 



<£| f Q t % 

lification for •pubiick efti|)!oyMteJ4f,4bat 
ne vqr propofed ^ 4t ^ ^eiafion* ^Ml^ ^h« 
tran!(l3ti©n of-J^we^rtWastnits^pt^rffti 
Mr. Crg^g^ then :ife€i^tatf i^f .ft*^, 

offered ^o procure liim a peirftoa,M?(rfct€h, 

* \> i ' , Ji ' • '• •• 

:at leaft duriftg liis OTmJftry, rt^g^t* be 
enjpyed with ■ fecwfcjv Tijris iwisf not 
accepted fey Pbjii^^ .who ^old MjfiL, 4;oW- 
ever, thai^ if hc'^ulo 'be^rel^d with 
want of morieyl bfe ^woiafld -fertd to him 
for occafioiial fupj)lie$. - flfaggsWfts ndt 
long in pew^rj and was iiev^'£>U;d^ 
for money by Pope, -^ho diftliincd ■ l& 
beg wh Jlt lie iiiei'iietfe wiaiit. • "' ' • i i ■ '.. 

With the"pw>du<a-^f •dii*"febfcrV 
tiori^ which he had toe mUcfcdiffir^tiWfe 

to fquahder, h6 feciir^d' his ftWUr6'''Uf«' 

fcom waat by'^^r^lfiderabte' im^ities^ 

The 
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fkc eliiate «f .the Dql^ ,Qf Buckmghatn 
WdS;fjCH^ to Jiav^; been charged wich 
6v«,^^p4jsed. j>«|*El*.-9^mV pays^le t(> 

::Jl v«f«?n<i'^Mri¥»^.lcoa»e to Jt^ary 
CMrio^y* chat I 4^du«e. tbufv iqputely 
the- hiftpry io£ ,^J|e ^Eng^flii /Zwi/. t . ^t is- 
cie^faiBlf. thfi; nqlii#,.v-ejfion ftf ,p9ftry 
Hfhic^-.itll*! ,Vw;W- .ha;^; cw, jCee^^j .jyidi 

y»sgd,$i !^je. pf ,th«,gPi?at,ev;ei^t j-in the- 
Ta thofe wha bave^ ^jl) .{o> c^yjutc* 

]oiew-:b*w k£W35',gg;5f(irroe^ and bjr 

E 3. n^6» 
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«-InVotatioi;|:OB(It|}eC|cak}gne^ Sktps^ 

» . ■' . - - ' 

Siii<:« fcSffll^ Wide regions, heaven^s un- 

' ujeafut^d height,' 
4An4 hcU>aby6^ ilid€^aptilbg from your 

(We, wretched mortals 1 loft in doubts 

below. 
But guefs by rumour, and fcut boaft wc 

ktiow) 
Oh fay what heroes, fir'd by thirft of fame. 
Or urg'd by wrongs, to Troy's deftrudion 

• • » 

To count than all, demands a tbatx&ud 

tongues, 

A ikn>%t of brafs and adaimantixic luogy. 

Now, 
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* 

Now, Virgin Goddeffes, immortal Nine ! 
Tbftlidi»8rdl5rmpus' heavcnif riunsnttOifie, 
Who 4ee through heaven asd earth^liund hell 

Aird^Utti^gg^kno;\i>^a&d2i1) l%H^^s-]Q3n remand ; 

Relate what armies fought rfic /Ti^shaii land, 

Whaj nations folip\v''d,- afid --A.hat chiefe cpm- 

* mand : • - » ' 

(For doubtful Fan>e di.ha'rs mankind U'lcnv^ 

-»•.* .>.•■• . ' ; .: ■- ' ; •' . i* 

And nothing cau'.ve tell, uml nothing kamv) 

Without your aid, to count th* umnimber'd train, 

• Prv\" '- ' ' • "'/■■•'..'■ ' ._ \ *"■> *c/.l 
A thoufirid moutii5, a thoVifaiid' tongwc? were 

r ' 

'Vam^ 

* • * ^% ' i -, - ,. 't • - ? . • , • ^ . ^ ::> i --^ ? ».- 

But Pallas now Tj^didcs' fouLiofpires, 
Esilsj;^iiiierfQnce^ ;^?d nsunns with aU 

• h^r fires : ^ . ., . ..; 



. J ''''■' _ r • ♦ 



l^r 
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Above the Greeks, his deathlefs fame to 
raife, .nl .' ir/ '..;♦■ 

And x!i»'WiV i^di^'^IMo'-wIth diftfeguifli^d 

High on hi's :Behtt cekftial ligTitiiii;jg!i' 

' play* 

f t w m 

His beamy iliicld emits a. living ray; 
Th' unwearied blaze inceflant Ilreams 

• ' .• if 1 - - r' • • - • 

. fupplies. 

Like. the red .ft?r . j:hat fires, th' autumnal 

'*■' -■•**'•*— • » . " , ... ^i. • ' ' * . 

fkies. 

But Pallas nowTydides' foul infpires^ 



• ' .• if 1 - - r' • . . « ' . ... • . ^ « 

es. 



\ 

Fills with her r<7g-^, and warms with all licr firer; 
O'er all the Greeks decrees his fame to^aife, 

, . l\is dea^thlefs " ' 

0'jm*Q;.'^I-) ■/^••'.-^ '• ^ - ^' - . ., .i .'- .'. 

And crown her hero with tmmortal pv^iiic : 

-diflingmih'a - ' 



Bright frvm his beamy rrj/? the lightnings play, ' 
High ^on ^ helm . Tit 

Frc^fhiit.W^ri.bucUcrflia^fli'd t^ ^yit^r^^y: : 

High on his helm celeflial lightnings play. 

The Goddefs with her breath the flanrie fiipplies^ 
Bright as the flar whofe .fires in Autumn fife ; , 
Her breath divine thick ftreaming flames fupplies, 

I '; ; ' " - • • . -- . — '■ • , ■-,••.♦?- »r»- * - 

Bright as the lUr that fires th' autumnal ikies : 
Xh'unweaned blaze inceffant flream^flipplies, 

r- 
t - ; • ■] * ■ • • - * 5 , .-» h • • ' y t ' 

.Like the fed ftar that fires th* autumnal Ik ie^i* 






' 'When fir ft he rears his radiant orb to 

fight, 
And bath'd. in ocean iHopts a keener 



''tik'lu.* >>■- ' •.0;,.L* :'.. n 



light. 

Sudi^glc^ries Pallas on th« chief ht&ow^jd^ 

Such from his arms the fierce effulgence 

flonraij' :- . 

F 2 Onward 



8j|; P. OP' E*; 

<^award ihe'drives him furious tQ;Co^gey 
Where the fight burns, and where the 
fhickcft raee* 

' . • • • •. 

Whtfi frefli ht rcaw hb Tadlant orb tja.fight^ 

Aj4,giWs old Ocean wi^h'a blaze of Ught, 

"■ • • » - 

Bright^ the fiar that fires th^ autumnal ikies, 

• *. • .. . ' 

'Frefli from the .deep, and gilds thefeas and&les. 
Such glories Pallas on her chief beftow'd, 
Sifbh fgdrkliiig wys from' his bright narmotir 

flowM. 
Sjicl\from his Jlrjaas tlie fierce effulgence flow'*d. 



k « • 



Onward ilie drives, him keadhng to engage, 

\Vhere i^cwar bleeds ^ and where jlw^prr^ rage* 
fight burns thickeft 

' -•■'♦••. t.» • ft. 

The fons of Dares firft the cotnbat fought, 

* * ' ♦ * , ' 

A'^'^thy pncft, but rich without 4i fault ; 

In 



^ »; 
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The ions to tolls of gferWif^ brittle bred ; 

- > 

The prieil of Viifcan, lich, yet void of bUiitej* 

• • • * . • 

TI^c fons of Dnrcs firft tlie corftbiit foughf^ 

ATVealthypricft, but rich without a feult. ^- 



"Cmclufion of Book VUL'^t'.' iSSy. ' 
As when the moon, refulgent lamp of 



I > J. , , . .1 



nio;ar. , . , 

O tr heaven's clear azure fpreads her fa-^ 

cred light ; ■-/ ' >- ■-' 

When not a breath difturbs the deep 

. fcrcnc>, 
Ami jjoc. ?(:.cJoud .o'erc^I^ the- folerpii- 

fcenc J 

F 3 * Around 
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« 

Afaaiftars* inlnvinAwr'd gild tbe.glcfvy^iiig 

: 0^t the :dark /tiroefi a yeUOw^ 5^§f0lVc 

Ihed, :,{-y 

Ami' tip with fil yct. every irquH taiiji'feheAir ; 
Then Ihine the vales — the rocks; in pro- 
■ "^w-: ;fpcft -rife, ; . . ' "m,;.: 
A flood of glory biirfls from all the ikies : 
The confcipus fwains, rejoicing in the 

.!:;.-.%''f? ■•:-.'■/ '..■, ■, • .,.. .... 

%e the blue- viiul^aaad blefs the ufeful 

light. -^ ■ ^' 
So many flames 'before prdtid Uidti "blaz^. 
And lighten glimiiieiring Xarithiis with 

then* rays ; 
The IcDg rdlc^iQji.Qf thp ^iftant fires v 
Gleam on the walls, and tremblfe'on the 

fplres : A thpu- 
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Full fifty guards each flaming^pcl^ attend^ 
W4idfe ^ml>ie3?'d arniff ty fitsiuRck ffaAts 

fendf. J.-):!> 

l:.oud trelgh the pourfery!tfdritk^rli)«ij^^ 

And ardtnt warriors w^t ^thc irlfi^ morru 

As when in ftillners of the filent iiight, 

A-s when the moon in all her luitre bright, 

As when the moon refiilgent lamp'ot^ 'night, • 

O^et hcfiven*s c/i'^ir aztire^y/7i^4^/ltcr;y?/i^^1i^Hti • 

pure fpreads , iac^ed- 

A$ ftiW in air the trembling Jnftre f^od,' 

An4 oVr its.e^den border flioots a floQd ;.- ^ 

\Vh(sn no locfe gah difturbs the deep feren«i 

not a breath ' "*■ { ' ' 

t > 

And no 'dim cfaud o'eit*Ate tfie fcfemrt fdenr ;s 
T 4 'Arfei^d 
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And ilars iVqnUmber'd tremblini; beams beAow l 
Around her thnoBe the, vivid ph^nets rplL 

And ftars uniura&bdrfjd gqld the glowing pole : 

* . • • 

Qku gleatti^ of bgfitro^iKr <the cbiisit^eeaatig&^ii) 

Verdure 
Attd'?!^ wjth telvcr '£lt tlie mountain heads : ' ' 

And tip j*if Jv !fiiii©r:;^«?jr i»ountwtf » hjl^dii 
The TiJ^aAcfrtPBI^^. Wei .che foFefts rife, - . 
The vales appear, the rock» in ppoiped rife^ 
Tiferf^flilneAeiJilfe^, <feert)cks in prdjpea'rife, 

Aidce^a£|{i0iydtnirfWifr0m alitikeJiJeftU'' i- 

flieph«ras gazmg wuh aeiight 
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. glorious ^ ,* . 
So mar^, voimti peiofe the navy blaze. 



Aodlightefi gfiihnnieririg Xanthiid\iithiiikeip, vs^^V 

Wide'V«r.thc.fcld6^tb Trojfiexfend the gleams. 

And tip tbc^ifta^ fpmi ivitlrfakilfitibekaisip'O 

The long reflexions of the cMant fires ' ' 

G'M the high walls, and trembteoi^ the ftirc^^ . 

Gleam on the watl9/ 'and tremble oa the ipirei | 

A thoufand ^e9 at difisth^ftaddiisil^tl^kc^j') ''<<^ 
Gild the darkf^trfpea; '^xbtidtij^l^:ifhd^kt»H J 

f 

has cuii;lva.tei poetry>. w mkQ ^i^g^tfr 
to trace theiCnind frdm thfev nidenefs^bf; 
ks firft coBiJeptions tGHthe d^ncri^of itSi 
laft, will niturally defii^i ^ greatbt W6frl* 
bcrj bvr iJloffi other jeaderl aiie already 

' '"I t > • . ' '•. V • 1 J "• I " • 

• " tired,. 
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'Vilmhfc,' as the tninflatibh piocStacd ; 

'^Hie expfeaatioii of this work' wa^ ii'ii- 
'idbbfetedlfhigKi and every mafi -wh<» 
^hadT cbftn^aed hfs hame * with oritkffm, 
•pi^^tiry, wis '(JeSrousaf 'ftlth: mtelli^ 
^gy^6fe^ as 'might'' ehiiMe hmi^tdWlkJ^^on 
tei^opiifeftb^k^ >Vlz\ih^l^ ^1^, by 
mSririg^'becri -flrft ^' p6et/ itid^^^te a 
'p)ii)r6n" of ' jpbetffyi 'had actp^rGd"^ the 
■^igKt of beings i' Jcrdge/ Was 'wHlthg to 
'lieit fonie' books whiie tirey "wcie > y et 
itn|)fubli{hcd. ■ Of thii T^jhcjfffai'-Fope 
aftertvyds g4vt' the fono\\dhg''kfc'ci?uiit ^. 






* SpcncCc 



fC 



The 



«ther a pretend^, -.to .tq|^VTt^^§ftIIy 

«-,^Q-t\|?o ,or. tHr^.fiift, books .^r^f 
«, trao^non of the ///^, ttw*; ^pcd,^!?- 
f* filed; tQ,hava tho.ple?fw« of beai^f g 
" them ,,re^. at .his hpj3(p.THhA4qW9t?, 
"'^rCppsfcyci, .and .Gattlix^-^'vyor? ^J^^K.- ^ 
f^' the rf ^4i"g^^ I«^ ^W^j,©;: fkq pj^cpf, 

**,don,,Mr.,Pqpe|; but ,t:)iijerOyis,,g)«Tp- 
'.,q[5ark:)t^e.placc^, .tjnd^tjonfid^r, h.^ Jtittle 

^ . ^m^ ■]f}fmT:}'f^ V fwre- y^B: b^ 

*' give it a little turn.* I returned (^om 
^ ' r . ^ ' ^^ Lord 






IfnJLord.cJBxd I&idimei under argboduicdl 
16b£ldifficuli7 byi iueh ]cK]fe<andf^oenil 
iSoh&rva!txtmi;/thiat.I had lieen) diSnk- 

^/midicoiaid^iiiofa^guefs' at what 'it was 
^^^tIatJffeI]!ded>JIiB Lordihip-inidthcr of 
^(tlieiia; . Gattk'laughed iveamiy/at^my 
/fitfthbaiiraffin^:; -fiyid^ Lhaxtaot^ been 
^rilong) enooghi/abq^qiQtedi'jwkk Lord 
f{\H?Ufax^vta ktaow his ihray lyet ;> <hat I 
^' need not |^tzfe myfdf about^^pok- 
4!x ingv 'thoTe^ |^e$< bvw and tf^et^ i when 
^ J(gotjhome«: ;:':AU youifieedxl&^^yg 
^^iue) is to4eave«heiiaJdftia$ th^yiive; 
^^icali <W l20id HaUfftr two i<6r ; three 

" aiionths 
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^(inon^hs jiehc^^itibink hooiifiatilnsrklntl 

'^i^u htoc.^and i^iHtbe anCiiQemblCvfdrt 
^SJibc crKnf»':";.I;foHowc(i ihi$ advice'^ 
'^ waitsed dit. Lord Hiaiifasd ? fame :orih;fi ' 
'f after ;::iaid>: I. hoped-id&e wrouldMifirfd* 
^^ his Qbjsdions Ho iJiofe !|}iafikg<nri:ird- 
^' in»v^d;rji:cad-theinr.itoiiifii exo&ij^'a*' 

wtis 4xtreIhe}}^piJeafedf1v||^ 

ftt^^^jtbat^hoy^are/defpifedibt* d>^ied'« 
fontty 'i»f .^fecurmg ittite^o^j^lity^ «lxcade' 



(4. 
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{dih6 ailVancidfe o^ Mour afldfom'e oVcr- • 
tlitfes 'df ad^tori^e tt) Pope, whlcli" ire 
An to have receiVfed wit& fUleh. c6i3- 
n^6;' AH .'^ovit- ^ewledgeof this-ii'jAf- 
a^oh 4 j derived ' ff dm a firigle'ttletter 
(0fec.' i; 1714), in v'wHich'Pope uys, 
**xf iiHi obliged to you, feoth for ttefa- 
**^<iOTs you h'ave done'mfc, and th'olc 
-"^irbii'i^end me. ' I diftriift "nditliVr 
•*^<your will nOf your ttierilory, '\vhcn.?t 
"rfe^tO'do good ;''ktxd if I evdr "beciiiiie 
"vii'dubkforiid 6i feficltous, it ifaiift'not'- 
"aii^oit of .ekj)^fiati^, but out- of gck- 
'"•irttidd; YbirLbi^dfiiip may calife'mb^ 
'^rtb'iive agreekbly m the town, or'cdii-' 
^^itent^edly in the countty, v^Hieli &' Wti ' 
fMy all the difference I fet between aii 
^-t^fbrtiihfe aiia^a final! 6iJ^i'''lt is 

" indeed 
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«* add it, J5j becau(e you, thin^ me..Qp:. 
".epenjy^tQ jjiy, natiye _ cpuntrjr,' tlvsfe.. 
"■)^!-ll gPPca?, a. better, rfafopj %.;^.. 

acpe^t^ce^ ,p(}e4„>V^^ut ^^f'^v.. Jfe'- 
patron ^vas not agcuftproed tofu^h /j"^^). 

'^>&>^}''^^}\ ^^f^., ffjfpicip?^ of. ^^9b . 
other. ,PoD€Tyou^di?Qt.dedicate till b© 

im, a|rjvh^yatc. .fijs jpraif? wa? valued j 



» ' ». » 



lie woald be t?oUbUJoke eut^ef^al^fm^ 
not expectation: ' iftalifibr 'ttibtigfit'iiiin- 

Aould' fecelvi? ='-'"li6ir cbrfiii&^li^^fecl' 

♦ , .*>.:•. Xiao. i; '/J - •- '^c--' '.lv'^*'■^'■^^ '■ 
Its beginning an nope ot praife on one 



iide, and' of' money on die otlier, and 
iendcd Ibec'aule rope was tcfs' ifia^er of 
inoney than 'Halifax 'of pfaifel ' 'It'is 
not Ukery fh'at Halifax'had'ffiy perlonal 
"benevolence tb*FopeVit is evident 'that 
Pope looked on'ltalifax with Icorn^or 
hatred. 

The rey^utation or this great work 
failed of gatmng him a patron ; but it 
deprived him of a frieRd, ' "Aodiienand 
he were now at the head oF poetry and 
crlticiiiii ; and both in /uch a flate of 

ele^'a- 



^ 9 P> ^ $^ 

Of the gradual pabatei^ent of kindnefs 
between friends. th«; .beginning' is often 
fcarccly-difcernible by themfelves* .and 
the pTOcefs is continued by petty prbvopa- 

-• * .'.•.'■. • *. . - l^ 

tions, and incivilities fometimes peeviih- 
ly xetucned;, and fboftetimes contemp- 

I I J >; ■ * • .1 . 

tuou% negleded, }y^hich )^^uld jefeape 
all attei^tioa but that of pride, and drop 
firom ,apy penioi^r but thjit of refen;:- 
ment. That the quarrel of thofe tw9 
wits &ould be minutely deduced, is^iiot 
to be exne&ed froin a writer t^ w.honu 
as Homer fays, nothing iut mmowr has 
reached^ and ivbo bus m perfonal knonvr 



led^^^ 
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It may bie. jfuppofed, that rai.Fopc 

k^ hitnkU .fai'fiured b^ tlt^iWorlfl, and 

« - 

n^orc frequently compared tisowh paweri 
wkb thofe of otbersA bis CjOnfideQce ixi* 
creafedy aod! hb .AibmifiioD leffeaed ; 
and that Addifonf • iitlt ho deHght from 
the udvanics of a ytung wit^ who 
might foon contend wkh Hm for the 
higfaeft place* Every great man, of 
whatever kind -be' his- grdatnfefs> has 
^among his friends tho^ who oiScioirfly, 
<>f la&djLefuQiy^ quicken his atteatioa to 
offe&oes^ ibe%hten .his difgDA^i and 0i- 
XQulate his re&ntmcat. Of fui:h adhd* 
rents Addifon doiibtlcfs had many^ and 
fepe was now too hi^h to he without 

G a From 
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From tbjbi . ermffido^ and ]:e4eptiOQ?of 
die Pm{>Dfiili^<ir tbe IlkiJ^ th^kini^dfs 
of AddifoQ ^fe^ms.tb Iiav6><ati^0, ^r;Jlr- 

(titbg. 2rO^' 1714) ^itb imQgif^ngrthitt 
he had re»€ftablifl^d tbdir frveiidibip ; 
nnd wrote to Pc[>e that MdihA .^itce 
fufpedted him ibf too clofe a' icoiifel^^acy 
widi^ Swdft^bm was tuiw fitisfigdlvi^llis 
condad:* ;rothisIiV>|)eaQfwer^^^^3^jpek 
after, that his engagements to Swif;&TVW% 
juck as ilir'f<a!^lce8 m: leg^^o- the 
fi^feviptbh :ifltoiaivkd^::2»yft(i$faiijfi Ae 
Tories never pucirair. unde)^ tiie/ii9«§ffity 
of afiting leave to be : grrtrf 6t^;o3B»/, 
ftysUhe, <» Mr.Jddifm>mtfiih)^i'^^c 
in tvhaf regards ^ojife^^ (rndfifiJifs^i^iimje 
no veryjufi one in r^rd to. mfh 'fo ;/^^/? 

4> 
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WSnta you V exp€& mtiihg but \ civility 
JkU'ltinUi * lii the fimc> Ldtmr he . men- 
ty^ns Pkilllpvai ha?tt]^> bcett» Bufy to 

qdefci(wxrftcfs' of :b£toVipi4^'.m 

Of Sw4ft*s ifldiiftryMrpmmottng the 
fiibfei'l[itl6n there renviins tlie teftlmony 
erf Ke^tWJty n6 ftl^idf' to either. Mm or 

•^ th6r^toilte-hQti%(.and%a^va;bf»y)ft'oni 
*evet»3Pbb^y bot^^iaitir/if'h©^ i ^onfefsy 
^^Vx)uld 'GOt *but dd^ifc ;hinu >Vhen I 
^^*€fti*je» to> tfce amitihimber to-wair^ be- 
«* fo*c^ fJPa^fer^ »I?r^\Swift was . the prin- 
•^^Ifftil man- of .tajfe aiad- bufmcf^, and 

G 3 " aded 
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*^.ad:ieda»m^'fterof teqMefts. — Then.ie 
^-^rinftru&ed x yfeung ^noblemaa that ^he 
^^^Jjl^^BoitHd J^lmS «ras, Mt.fopii^k 

**fo^<)i^rijftttvE<igrifli vetfey for ^Vhiill; 
•^•i6^':«w/* ifetpl? If^^w all' Jubjiribe i (otr 
^* fays he, the author^^if «^/'begia''"''t6i 
^< prfnt tm I bOfve i^ thobfand guineas 
*^ fop him.'* ? • - 

Aboiif this time- it is likely that 
Steele, who was, with, all his political 
fury, ^ good-natured' aftd ofSciousy pto- 
eured ad interview bet^^een -thefe airgry 
Kivals, whioh ended in^ggravated male- 
volence. Oit this occacfioh,' if the re^' 
ports tie tttxQy Pope made hh cjomplnnt 
with franfchefs and fpirit, ^as a. man un- 
dcfervedly liegleded or oppofed;. and 

Addi* 
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cpjic^r9>-?pda. i^ a., calm evfn ,jroicfB| 
yeprcMudied Pope, with his vj|n}ty,'^Q4 
telling him of the ipiprovcm-^tHSjJKhifit 
his 4^^Tly- works had r^cedy^d fr^aij^'his 
own. reiparks and . th(j/€ of St^el^^ ^i^^ 
that b^, l?eing i^ow engaged jb pu^icl^ 
bufinefs, had no Jonger any caTO; for 
his poetical reputation 9 nor had any 
other defire, with* regard to Popc^ ^hai> 
that his fhould not, - by too much arro- 
gance, alienate the publiqk. . _ . ;\ 

To this Pope is faid to have 5e^%^ 
with great keenapfs and fe verity, ';pj>r 
braidipg Addifon with perpetual deppn*- 
4wce,-fnd with tl^p ^bufe of tho(e qua;- 
lificaxions which l}e^Jjadp|)tained at-tl^p 
publick cQft;^ and charging him with 

G 4 mean 
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r/mnmno T•^r^ , 
in time pubKlhed; and a rival ve^f^^ 

had the preference^ and the cri^l^ 994 - 



^ 



wrttten'; ■^ari^' ibrtieHb%^^fifa flij(tf tiiey 
hfeWputtttroii abd *1^^^^^ were at 

■ 

KdiaM} '!fR We mtenH^^'- 1& ^rinl: to- 
gettteF 'ttie-^ four' verfibfi* W' Drydea, 
^&5'Iftvar%,^ Pbpe>*aad-Trcken> t&at 

they niigBt fciC tcSda/ ComjparedV and 
* - ■ fairly 
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fairly eilimfH€4» This defign So^ms to 
have- been defeated by ^h^ refufal Qf 
To^fon, who was. thc:pr0f«;i^Qr pf tiie 

» 

other three yi^rfions. t j , - . 
. Pope intended at anp^her timej^. ri^ 
gorous criticifin of Tickell's tranflpiippi 
a|id.;h^4/^a|:Jt^d:.a^ copy, ^ which l,hpc 

« 

fecn, i» gU |i)^F?. th4t .^ppfarrd de^fec^ 
tiY.e. Bpt v?hUe he.was thus mqdimtipg 
defence .or r? yengip, hjls ady^rf^ry fvmk 
befiprf3 him wil^Qut a blow; « the voice 
of the publick was not Iqpg fyfppQded^ 
^ttd ;he prefjpjem<?e ,wa3. ^niverfjUy given 
to Pope's perfcffmajicf . . ^ 

He was convinced, by adding onis qir-r 
cwmftaoce ,to . .another, that the. other 
tranflation vva$. . the work . of Addifon 
himfelf i but \f he knew it in Addifon's 

Hfe- 



Efc-timc, ttj fAbo^ . iifH: ^pp^r t^at Re- 
told iti. H© letjt his: yiuflS^iouj-^ftt^go** 
nift to l^&'piiaifccd b^ wh$it haf. b^en- 
eoQ&Jered. asl iHe .mcift (lainfill qf^ali^ 
rcfief&ns, the. s^ffooi&j^M^i^Qf^Q^pE a ctlx^jAe^ 
perpetrated. 'i».Yaix)^. • '..■;} ' -' '- 

Tiw other • cirttenlfenfles '(oC vtlw"^ 
quarrel werrftfeus^rekted by PPpS/f-T -* 

*f Philipiv fisefncd t(> b^ve ];>eeft'9i»» 

•* couraged tOi^abfufcB^e m eqflG^-houffs^ 

•* and -cottiverfetions ; and GU^^n 'wr^ajter 

« 

^ a thing; abotit Wycherl^y> Jn wbfplfc 
^ hk had abu&d both ^e ^iid my. r«|a«^ 
tions very grQfl|^». - L^wi Warwick: 
himfelf told «ne oni^ ^ay^.^fit it waa- 
** th vain for me to endeftvopjr fo bo- 
^ well with Mr, Addifon; that; h^j^alqtis^. 

• ♦ Spence. ■ 
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*' Utaip^t ^uWrscvhr^aam'Mt'S fettled 
"»* frtenaiM^V between as-: ' ttdj- to^aoh- 

"me, that Admfon. -Itad jeiuxturi^d 
i'^itSoa'to piitiii^ tfetjfe rdarid;fl§, J and 
^^tad glvea to'm ten gatfteai iftttr they 
***wfeire IrtjbtttiadT- ' The ooct day >- ^Kfe 
•^'"l ^sli fifeati^a ■'i«ith 'whiarrfiadilwatd^ 
*^^T««re a LfetOr » fit. ill<Mfi>h^"t6 
<''I«*^hiTii'kik)*»^ thar I wa»'B»'uo»i- 
•* quaitited with this behaviourfef'diJs- ? 
^'4fi(t if^ws^ td-fpcak ft*ei*iy diPiFuji> 

^■hlfti, h&nfefi' 'fairly of' WsJ'-firt*s, 
'^■^'•iHdavr-hW good-- qaTrtk^i 'te* 
^ that- iir- flidtihi' te^'ftm«®iflg'la -tte 

" the 
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> - . • 

• • • ■ • 

^^, .calkd mj^ fetirc . on, ,A44ii©P* :JM%. 

wcipc ifettt to Atterbury, wcr^ fOTfcdqred 

performaficts^^ and • die -y^^^j wj^f pA* 

vifed^;.fi?iQC fee-knew whei^e^hU.^ij^ih 
Jayk/Wt/to fiiffer it. tp Jc^a^j^3jq^^V 
e^t^ at.BjftfiiBld, h^ ^wpliaicd, I thjnk 
-'* . moved 



lid f 9 ^ i^ 

fome paiTages fubjomed that hs «t,4rft 
4)tnktfdi othscmargiaal adiduions pf the 
.%pc;kin4: |»e made. in the.Jaj^er.oJiti^^^ 
-of .^if jwn«h. .'Waller reuaairks, 4;hat 
VQ^%% lofe IwJf-tlicix: praife, bcCHufc.tiie 
,r^4*r .knp.W4. apt what tJ>ey ,have. bUnt- 
tfd., Ppj|fiy.-«|ocactty:,of fam? fiu^gtc 

^|c;4. koxffm ppjh 9f . ^M. lie i\94llfi^- 
jjii^ 4nd <tfjwl»ijt he had ^pijj^^j^ 
}. ,Ij>.this y^^^ ^«h«r diediji^j^^jS^jr, 
in his. fevet^^-fifth: year, ^"iJStkJ^i^^ 

. twent)'- 
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ftWi'Kiiirtiftt' biit by' the'bharaiftey vvfiich 

•l^i-feri 1^* giveri'^htm^ 'If the iiibney 

wtffi%h?ch'heTfctif«?a'W^$ ill gotten % 

'Hfefil^- Jieliatr traded 'vieryYuceefsfurty 

iit timet' wheo fudden'itefafes Were r^i-eiy 
■at^aiiiable.- ...■:..■;.:■..■..; .u- .: 

' Thfe pfubKcacbh aE'il^'^ta^Wi^'sei 
li* completed in ijzoi '^ht ^Miti^bv 
and fucctfs of this 'work railed Vcpe 
many- enemies, tliat endeavoured WHi- 
pKchie his abilities ; ' Kuftiev^wKb' Wd« 
aficTwards ajtidge of fio meait reptf- 
tatibn, ccnfured him in r^iecc calfedWi- 
wmVfey before it was publiihed; Dikm 
Hkfetvifii endeavoured to xniake mth 
ricBctikms; Defiriiy was the pefj^fetual 
petiHciaor isf allhisiludicf; But; wH3* 

H ever 
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ever -his .crkiclcs were, their writings ai»e 

.loft>.and l;he names which areprcferyed 

arp pi;cfervQ4 ia the Z)/^i2«tft/, . 

.[ Indus dafaftrous year (1720). tof na- 

-tK^al inf;atuatiQny uhen more righes than 

^Peiru can boaft.wejse expected from the 

Sovith.Sea, when the contagion of ava- 

>xice tainted every mind, and even poets 

panted after wealth, Pope was feized 

*with thjc uniyerfal paffion, and » ventured 

f^p^ of ki^ AiQney^ The ftock rofe ki 

^it§ price; an(;l:he for a whifc .thought 

himfclf i^he Ltord ^ Tboufandr^, {But this 

4teani/of • happinefs ctd not-laft long, 

tand )^« fto)TisJfe Jiave wakedXoon enough 

to 'get. ftlear: :witli. jthe . lofe. only.r/iof 

what he once^tWught hSmfeif tor haw 

won, and perhapi-noit wholiyiaf ^tbat. , 

. ; . Next 
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• N^Jtt year vhe . publifted feme feleft 
jpeeins/^f his frfend Dr. Parnell,- with a 
Aery elegant D^ication to the Earl ©f 
Oxford; who, after all his ftruggles 
inki.(kngerSj then lived in retiireflal^ttt. 
Hill tinder the frown of a viftoriotis 
fa&ioD, who xould take no pkafure ia 
Jiear-ing his praife* 

He -gave, the fame year (17^1^ Bifk 
edixiaa of Siaiefpeare. His name wias 
Jiow ^f iib much aml|o#ity^ thiat Tonfon 
thought himielf 'Cfititled, by annoxiiig 
it^ to deB^aad ^ ' Xubfeription of ilic 
^umeas for Shakefpearq'^ plays in ill: 
quarflo volumes ; nor did hisexpfliSiatloa 
«mut;h ckceive hfm ; for of feven hmulred 
2indfi% which h^ pria^d^ ihe difperfed 
a great avttsibet^ M the ;price ^rojpofisd. 

H^ The 
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The reputation d that ediriSdn - 4hdced 
funk afterwaMs fa low, that btietiuhdred 
andf forty copies' were Md at fixtecri fltfl- 
lings' each. .* » - 

On this undertaking, to which -Pttpc 
was induced by a reward of two htitbdred 
and ftventecrt pounds twelve IhiilingSj 
he feems never to have reflefted after- 
wariis vv:klioirt'vesration ; forTKctofeald, a 
•man of heavy dih'gence, with ve'ryflittdttr 
•piiwers, ' firft, in a book czW^ Shake- 
fl>eare'ReJlofedy atid then*in a foi(nial -edi- 
tion, deteiited' li is ' deficiencies witli all 
tiie ifilblenie 6( viflbry ; and, as hb Was 
now fitgh enough to be feared ahd feted, 
*tll^ol3kld hacf-firom Others alt ^!ht'h«p 
that coialdbe applied ^ by i!hc'<aWirii' of 
humbling a hfti'tglity charaftir;, « 

• ' ^ From 



): 
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, Fcqm fiih. time Pope becaipe an ene- 
f^y. to. editors, coljate^a,. c9;i;nmcn;ator5> 
and verbal criticks ;. and. hoped to per- 
fuade the world, .that he mifcarricd in 
thisTjundeitaking. only . bx haying, a mlncj 
coo.-great for fuch minute ccnplo} nicnr. - 
Pope, in hi$ edition undoubtedly. did 
many things wroaig, . , and , ,lt ft. ,manj 
things undoi^c ; but Jet, him, not, bc^dc- 
fraude4-of his due praiCe* He was the 
firft'that knew, at leaft the.firft that 
toWi .by what helps the text might be 
improved* If be infpe^ec^ the e^dy edi- 
ti^s.«iegligently^ he , taught others to 
be-iiiQi;/p accurate^ In his Prefajce he 
exgaqdfd^^witbs great fltilland elegance, . 
th©.d»r4&er Avhich.had .been given of. 

» ■ • • 

Shakcfpeojc^ J?y Pr,)^^OT ; , and he drew 
■■i H3, the- 
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tKe ptib'licfc 'atttfriticin upon'hisNTOf^k^, 
wlikli,^ though 'oftexi 'mehti'inetf, ^Mi! 
lieen little ircadi ' ' '' '••'-*'' •- 

' La ■ • V ' 

Soon aft^r thb appearance of theWm^ 
refolVing not to let the general kirtdtreft 
cool, he pviMiihed propofals for a tranfla- 
tion of the Odjfey, m five volumes; for 
five guiheas. He was willing, however; 

A 

"now^ to have affociates in his' labobr, 
being either weary wirb toiling vijjdn 
another^s thoughts, oir having heard, as 
Run head relates,thatFenton and Broome 
Tiaci already "begun the work, and'Hking 
l^etter to have* therii confederateis tluin 
rivals. 

In the patent,' inftead of faylftg 'tltat 
ht h^id tranjlated the Od)J^eyy as he-haid 
faid ' of the ///W, 'he hp that' be had 

■ ^ undir^ 
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uHiifS{4xfM4ni^ tranflation ;. and in the pro- 
|X)f3is tliQ,{\il;)fgripUon is- faid tp be not 
folely for his own ufe^ but for that of 

in ibis, ri^orh 

la 1.723,. while he was engaged in this 
newyerfion,he appeared before the Lords- 
at, the. memorable trial. of 1 Biftiop Atter- * 
bur.}V'.with,whom he had lived in great- 
familiarity, and frequent correfpondence. 
Atterbuisy h^-d honeftly recommended to» 
him the fludy of the popifli controver-; 
fy,. in hope of his converfion ; to which 
Bope aufwered in a manner that cannot^ 
much recommend his principles, or his* 
judgemt^nt. « Jn queftion^ and projefts of 
learning, .th^y agreed better. He wa,;5# 
catted U<^,.5$l;ie trial to give, aa account 

H4^ of 
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of j^ jt^.ur|;*5; ,(io!ipcftick lifey andt |ra5K 

how little time he ^b;id fefti fon piots;^- 
IJpgp^^, had, but/j^»q^Qrd^, u^. uttdfyciaBd 

^^^]^i^:J^ett^r;r; tc>. A^terbwy ;.cxpfflfs Hife 
Hfjfppjft ..eficTOi^ tcp^emefs^. and gratis-' 

^y^pfriP^/4> %5 he^ it ii net 9nfy^ 
iti^.rvoxld: jjbaf I, may have tau/kvi^ ftf- 
ff^fither^ ii^s ^ffi^^f^, ff Rockier* M thek* 

gxipfe^ed .hi^.jw^^ 

, pis tjxe P^fy Vopt tranfla^cd only 
tsKclvf . ^pok^^,;, thg^reft were, the Msovk 
ij^ BT.o«tnc. ?^ ,ffnfoa : the nocea were 
written whoHy by Broomey v/hdrnv^no/t 
oypr-liberally rewar^Pl^. . The Pithifck 
-^^^ .carefully -^Jfifpti . igf^ooff^tKof ^the>.fo-s 

s 

veral 
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vcn) fiatestr and ah accbdnt w^sr%b> 

kaoKri) not tb ^e tttie.' 

TiieTfirib copy' <tf P<^s 'bboKs,'- with 
thofciotf.:Fefaten,- ate'*6''ljfe' fdi -iri4iii'- 
MUeUmt; The pai*#«i' ' Pbpid aW ' \ks 
tBCerijnedi ffaan thie //tW, «i'd the 'lattdt" 
booiwof tht Iliad lefs tliaft ttie ^rniWl^ 
He grew dc:4ter6us bjr ]pradice, 'aiicfc* 
every ihect *tnablcd^*im W wAtfe tM 
next wiib more feeil^y . ' ' Thfe books ^<rf 
Fenton have very few aRetktlonsbjrth^ 
band of Pope. Tliofe xif£firAome Kave> 
not been found; butTo^e cdtti^iM,!^ 
it is'rqxifited^ tbsft hefliy ittuch tfbubli^' 
in corr^dt&g them. ^ . ^a 

Uii tcontrad: with- iihtot - Was tile 
fiune as "for t^e IS^W,. except th^t ohly. 

one 



OHe^:Iujftdred[' pounds were to-bfi paid 
him. ; for t:ach i (vqlvHiie. The- number .of 
fubfcribcrs was five hundred and fiatenty-' 
f(Mir>. and of copies eight :huiu]red} aad 
nineteen; ; fa thaur bis profit^'iiivhesi* he 
hM : paid his afliftanirs^ was ftUI very 
cfonfiderable; - The work was ftaiihcd in- 
i»jtz5> and from that time :be rdfoiy«d 
to .make no .mdr« /tranflations* .i< >■: , .. . 
The fale did- .not tanfwer LintQt'fij .wc-^ 
peditatioiH and hb then pret^dedi tbydif- 
cme^ , fomeirhing of* fraud in; Fope^ . .. a^ 
comnaiencedy 'of threatened^ a fait a<n 

n On. the Englift 04^;^ a critictifm^.was 
publiflxed by Spence,. at that ftoieiBre^ 
leiflbbriif Poetry at Oxford j. aoaiai) iwh.4)i|b 
learning was not^vcry grwr>^:aii4 whofe. 

mind 
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liaind wis not vei^' pbw«?fuL ; HU ' ctw 
ticifo, -however, was fconihionlynjuflv 
wLit ^be ithought,. he . rkoajBghetrighiW^' 
and: hh remarks .were n^OQmm^ntfecJ'Jb^ii* 
hh coalia€f$*aDd caudour. Id lumi Pop« 
h:id. the firfl' experience erf . a critida! 
without malevolCTice, ;w^o ttioiight' it sajj 
mcch- his duty tadifpfey^baaiutie* a^e^C-* 
pofe faults.; who cenfui?ed with ief[iQd^ 
aad pnaifedWith alacrity^ ■ • -. T 

Wfeh'thiB^ critacifin Popefwaa^fo^liuio 
Allkidedv that berfaogh4rT.theiiacqwfftii 
tanceof the writer,' whot dived v»ith'^hrim 
from that time in great familiarit}^, ^a£w 
tended him in. his.Iall faouns,^ and ^ckknr 
piled ' memorials of '. his converfationi 
fikt regfi^dcrf Pop* TDconimended him 
ti&'tht 'gtilat and powerful^, .and he ^ ob* 

tained 
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tftified very valuable prefennents • m tjus 
Chatah. " - . /• ,;.> 

*'Wbt \otig after Pope wsiSjtmAn* 
ing home from a viiit i&'ti: friends 
coacli^ whicb^ in paiSing a biidge^itkras 
evercorned into the water ; the nncnsdowa^ 
were dpfed, and being unable td iiorce 
therU dpeiv*^ ^^^ ^^ danger, of - im* 
lA^diJtte dealh j when the poftiKonifaatdbK 
ed hini out by* breaking tbo glafs> of 
whk^ 'the ffagtnents cut. twdihf hss 
fittger^ in >fin$h a imnner; dsar Jie^ loft 
their^tife* •>'-.■ • . ■'. I'l.-, r.:r 

'Voltaire^ who wad then la^JE^iglaDd^ 
f^nt him a Letter of Confolaitiob* l .iA^ 
had been eiitettained by Bopdt'fablirif 
tabky wber« ' be ^aUcM witS^ i£9 mucb 
groffii^ft tkafnMts; Pope: .wa» driveil 

from 
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fitm thc^ room* Pope ^xko^X^i^h^;^ 
trick, that he was a fpy for the. iOQ^ait} 
and:nKver«)n6dcrtd imk as^^ajitiar^rjvor- 
ih{jr -of? toonfiidencc. / ^ '--. * -.■ "■ d x'-"' 
Hc'fixwi! 8fterwarfis:.(i7^7)/ jomA 
with^Sw!ft, who -was -then nmEi^Hn^, 
to pubHih' thrce volumiss of J4iifi^l* 
lames, in which amongft olhcr things hfe 
iofefited. . the: Mmoirs^ ^' a Earijh Qer^^ 
m ridfeinleof Burnet'^ I inai^Oftaiic^'ir) Ifis 
own Htftory,*aDd iti^^i^^ i^ Siff^ 
Md WMttJhrfesy wsatten ; lin • all ti>^ ;f<^ 
malities of a legal procefs by i^her^af** 
fifltticc, taaas faid, af\^ii^ Foi^tefc^^Vaf- 
tMvardtiiblafter /of > tto^RDUs. Qe^p^i^ 
dief0;MifpeUaiiies is a preftEM^ jSgaed.by 
Swift and Pope, -hm. appar^pstly wrkm 
i&y Ft>p€^; *in>whichr}K(|nMlces a ri^cu* 
' lous 
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.jpus' {and ^lonwn tick coaxplrint'* of - tte 

.robberies pQmm|tted upon autilior$.<by 

; A^ ; Q\^dp&iw^ feizure ajid /ale of; tfccir 

papers. He. tells, in tragickt l^raifis, 

;4^w the. cabiKeisefitbe Sick and'4hc chfiis 

,qf, il^ Dead, have hen hrohs ^en^rd 

TfLftfackedi as if thofe violences wopc 

often committed for papdxs of uficefitaiA 

^4qd accidental value^ which . are niarel}^ 

,pro^o]ped by ^eal treafure? ; : ^^ .if epi- 

^^ms . and e;fl[ay3 \were in .dt^nger whe^e 

^}d>9pd difUD^ds are fafe^. A 19^ 

^huQted £^r his muik> is, aceor diBg -to 

.l?ppe's acQowt^ but the eixj^bli^m^ ^ 

:wit winded by bookfellers. 

• His complaint, however,^eeeiYtjdfoaic 

atteftation ; for the fame ytar the Lct- 

.ters written by him toMn CromweH, in 

his 
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Ills youth, were fold^'b;^ Mrs. Thomas 
to Curll,- who printed tliciii, ^* ' ' '"' 

In thefe Mifccllanics wds firft publHhcd 
^ Art-'of Sinkifig in Pc'elryy whichy by 
fuch a train of .'Confequeitc^s as ufually 
paffes in literary quarrels, gave in a flidrt 
time, 'lactording to Pope's account, oc- 
cafion to the Dunciad. 

In the following year '(1728) he Tdc- 
■gan to put Atterbury's advice in prac- 
tice ; and Ihewcd hi=s faflrrcal powers by 
poblffliing the Dunciad^ one of his grea(t- 
cft and mod elaborate ptrformances, in 
ivhich he endeavoured to iink into con- 
tempt all the writers by whom'he had 
been attacked, and fome others whom 
he thought unable to defend them- 
ielves. 

At 
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At the hmd 0( tire Dundes iio placed 
f)aar Tkeobdd, whom he aC^fed ef 
ii^catitade ; b<8t wbofe Tedl- tfrimeiwas 
fuppofed ta be tb^ of ba^^ t^Vifed 
Sh$ktjfearc rsmt htppily tb«i ^titflfdfi 
This fatife bad the eflfcd wbidi be in- 
tended^ by blHlli&g the chat^aid^rs which 
ittDuched« Ralphs who, uaoeceflariiy 
interpofing ifi the quarrel, got a place 
aitrft'febfeqoeiLt edition, complained that 
for a lime ikt ijvaa in danger of fiarring, 
as the bookfellers had no longer any 
confidence in bif capacity. 

The prevftteoeeof this poem was gra- 
dual and flow : tbe plan^ if not wholly 
newi was little widerfiood by common 
Kaders, Many ^f the allufions req^bned 
iilufbaaoo; |be utmes were, often ex- 
4 preflcd 



^tV>lM4s ^.ithf^liftd beetf |Hrint«d-<|t 

Slothing 'gAdei^lyjHttefaftiEBig, iar «bom 
4^_ 4t .^ne^ra to kfjow tbat one: or 
m^jther, (tfM»: wab a, dutme ? If tboM* 
£(>f^{k >hid ihoea |)offibte fdr tlidfe ttrho 

faav^ .raa<]|.€ it9 way very iteviljr' ia tfab 
wor]4« . . ^ .J c: 

This, however, wat Aot :to^ hi^ «k. 
pi^td^s ev^jcy jwsm' is tjf: ioijpmrtaace to 
liimikl^ and thj^eforiei in his icMvntiO^ 
«jA«i^C0.otbe{^^ and,- %)pb£itxg the yMwhi 
^i^y* ic%u«ii)(e4 wijii all his pica&ms 
a«d. 4)ia. iHiins, .is..p$rhAps the fitA; to 
.; ' I ,publifli 
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publifli injuries or^ imsfoituii^ v^bicb 
had neyor-bccn .JboQWn uiilefe ^:r plated 
by himfelf> aod : at whidt i tho% .t^a( 
hear them will only; iaugb; for f^joo^an 
fympaibifes^wkh. the ibrrowsof^ vaoitr* - 

The hiflory of the Dundad i^ very 
minutely related by Pope fai|:pf^lf,.iii a 
Dedication whic^ he wrote ta LordMid* 
dlefe:^ in the tiamepf Savage. 

" I \\ill relate the. war of< ihecDunces 

« • 

(forfQ k Jia^jbecn. ,coramonlj' caUed)^ 
which t^egjm iathe year 17:^7, .and 

. .« ,\^a\eo ..Or, iSwift ai^,, *f r.b?fftpc 
"jhpvJght i,t pjrq|>erj,.for Jreafpiy^- fpeci- 
*.' fted in the^Prefajcc to their. Mi^pji)^^ 

. { ** there 
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"ihUh -was' -aadcd 'to'^h^m' '^6 We'diifi 

» ■Pcetjy. '■ It h^iieili-cl 'fliat hi 'ciw' c'Wp- 
«-tgr bf ^tMs piece tfic'fdV^'pfcieVif 
"Hd poet* were riing^^ in cliffea, to 
*^ which were prefixe<3 almoft all Ah e 

^* letters of the alphabet' (the. gfeatift. 

I <• * > 

" part of them at nrn^6m:) ; bur fuch 
" was the number of poets enamenr m 
" that" art^ that forae one or other" took 
" every letter to himfelf : all ifelf Inta 
" fb violent a fury, thitt, for .half ^ year 
" or more, the common neu^ajiers? . (in 
•^moft bf which they'haiiibme proper- 
"tV^ ai'beirig hired ivtitfe'i^sy xverei filled 
"wtth^thfe faioft' abufnx" failhoods diid 
*' fcxWdUties' tkey ■ coiritl; poffibly deviie. 
" A' libertyVnO way t6 be" wondered at 

I 2 'in 



t 
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*' in thbfe people, and in thofe' papers, 

* ' '. « ■ "• 

^^ that for many years, during the iin- 

•^ controuled licenfe of the prefs, had 

, • ' • " ♦ / 

*^ afpeHed almolt all the great charac- 
*^ tefs of the age; and this with irhpu- 
** nity, their own perfons and names 

• * 

^^ being litterly fccret and obfcurel 

' •» • • 

^* This 'gave Mr.' Pope the thought, 
** that Tie had now foirie opportunity of 
** doing gboJ, hy dett^ing and dragging 
*^ intcy-Ksht thefe cotnrhon enemies olf 
** mankind'; nnce, to invalidate' this 
*^ univerfal flander, it fuffice^ fo ffiUcw 
^* what contemptible men were the'au- 

" thors of it. He was riot witliout 

' • - '' * . _* ' ' . ' • . • ' » 
** hopes, that, by manifefting the diill- 

** nefs of thofe who had only malrce to 
» 

" recommend them, either the boak- 

■ * "fellers 
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^^/cUers would not find thcjr account in 

employing them, or the mcfl them- 

^ felvcs, when dilcovercd, want couraoe 

' to proceed in fo unlawful an occupa- 

' / •••' ^ ; . • '^ • ^'''■•' -''- >:'i *• 
" tion* This it vyas that gave birth to 

the Dunciad; and he thought it. an 

har)pinefs, that, by the late flood of 

" llan(Jer on himfelf, he had acquired 

" luch a peculiar right over their names* 

" as was neceflary to this defign.' 

** On the 12th of March, 1720^ at 

** St. James's, that.ppera Xvas prefented 

tp the King and Qiiecn (wholiad be- 

fqre been ple^fed to read it) .by the 

right honourable Sir Robert Wal- 

" pole ; and fqme 'days after the whole 

** imnrcflion was tal^en and difperfed by 

1 1 *^ lever al 
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** feveral noblenifin md perfonsr^ ofi the 

* ^* lt> is certainly a true bbfurtiticn, 

^^ that no people ^e.ib impatient' ; of 

^ ^fifute ab tbofer vrho are the gceabeft 

^' ikmdererS) whidh was wonderfully 

^'C^empiified on thtsoccafiom. .;OQtIie 

^'lisly the book was firft. vended^ a 

*^<:r5wd of authors befiegcd the ihop ; 

^^ intteaties^ adrkes, . threats of law and 

'* battery, nay cries of treafon, w«c: all 

" ernployed to ' lander the commg-out 

•' of ^he Dumiad: on the other fide, 

*' the bookfcUers and hawkers' made as 

" great efforts to. procure it. j.^What 

<« could a few poor authors ^iagfiinft 

'*io great a major ity. as. the .publick? 

. *« There 
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^iJriikx&mxis^no llhipprngt^kftorrbntttTith 
" a finger, fo out it camEiifinifi;/) fln't * 
p-;^ 'Many iudktoQsYfcifcxmxft^hcrs 'tit- 
^^tccrdeti'jm: ThKiJ[)z»lafx>'j(fon byrtjiis 
^namp they werd fx:aIlod) iieldiAw^kly 
** cfubs, • ta confult .'fcfilioftilkmr/Saga&^ft 
"the ' author : one. iyrote .^a;Lfettficxto a 
** gircit miniftcr, afiwririgiiJrrbMr^Ifepe 
*^;tvas tihei greateft cnebijj. iJhelgj:^^^^^ 
'^''ttient had:j afad another i>&ttghftiihis 
** hnage irii dayip toj:exe€ju^:€^ifoi|juj in 
* ^ effig7> ' wi thl wh i<tlii /ficlibrt <5>^f 3 fgjiff ac- 
•^ tlons the gentfemeA>wcxc i Ikifiie fepm- 

• ft' Some iBlfe, jeditiDnK :of: the^ iboot 
"laving an.bwl in- ^hdirl fmiiifpi^cc*,, 
*''t1te tfueione, tpdrftinguiflintyrfix^in 
** it* ftead an afs taden with authors. 

I 4 " Then 






"tilftert < mxotihcr fwr^^tkious^ otve Itekg;. 
^^^-jftifitid with, the fmne a;fe,''th£^ Qexy: 

tion to the owi^ ^g^i% He^ce snofe 

*^ aidverdfemeGts ; fame uecon^icnding: 
^^tdse eidkioA^qf the awl> and Qthcieithe: 
"cWiltidn of the afs;, by wrhiahMijyjie^ 
'^Jth^ -c«m<i vto he diftmg:i^ed>. to t^* 
'^igmm bohoijr alfo of the ^entleipgojoi^ 

"^'Bi^e ap^e^fi'by this narrative to Haw- 

wi^H gti^Kt extilt^t^oix ;. and fuclr.w&^his. 
ddigbt m the tiimuit wliich. he had: 
raifed^ that for a- while his natural &nA^ 
tility waB Cufgjeudtd, aud he read rp* 
\ : proaclies 



cioD>' confidesing them oaijfv33 riiernp- 

by hia^ cwvB'; t;Qttfkfli(MJ^ he ,wa» thao . ag^ 
gteflbc ;^ fw aobody b^Uei^s xk^t kbe- 

dem:; and it: n^.bq. dUca^i^ted^ JtllAti 

Huhdgss .the. commcm .vaoit;; ^f o^hmiQii) 
men,, aud triumphs iu thofc diiUu&iciaft. 
which- he had a&fted to4e%ifc- fcfc} i?^ 
prood-th«i: hi& book w«3 ; .pBefcr^t^d ,tQ^ 
cbe King: and Q^^Q by the- cigbt hof- 
Qourabic Siir Roheri: .Walpgle;. .ho 1$^ 
l>roud that they had read i t. before j. he 
is proud that the edkion.was taken. off 

by 
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by^ti^e tiobilitjr ahd perfottS of ^he Crft 

rHfed^ ^i'fti^de lfttcni^ble'mid>:diwiT- 
16^* rThr^ertd^kis had now dcrfaYcd 
their approbation of the planj^'toidthe 
«>iiimoTi tetfdor begaii to iikeJc^twiEbut 
fen* ; f hor# '^wbo^ie^ere ftr^mgevil tcjipetty 
lltfettft^re; • ahd •ithfercfore- ' linafaie fcobdo 
ley^ter iflitiatr^ 4nd blanki, ^ ha4 Snow 
toartiPis^S*' and^@rf«»» brought ^viti){ls:.iiitir 
Vfew^}- ibd'dfelJghted w flie- €fiblfogffed 
^^tfaOiTdfikftsaf-maSce^ whi^h^^faad 
ftlthtrtd cbiifefliplatedy- a$ 0tt)t{:anto^{re 
air*^ 'J 

Dennisj 



now given him, renewed the <innijtyj 

mi]t\if(il4v$ll$ie$; sm4 ^^b}t0ted refriarlts; 
wfiicklmihftd TtiH; thw: fi:^pfi?fled> ufm 
thOi : R^ '\tf titbi: Loch Many mpa?e 
grumble ' 4ft 'fecrei^: of v!9p.(j«d theif fi^? 
fentriacat bthe newfp»pSr$ byepigrai^ 
or iitvflftivwsv'- V '.v,-'- t.:,,r> 

* J3iickctplojdecd> l^j|hg;nientiQ^^d;.as 
lpyiqgp*Bttrnet-with,^/>^.,/^j^/;^ pjfis^ 
teftdod fihit'ihis m^ftJibhgtc^jfter w^r tflf 
jmrcd jj {add , ftfr fomfe numt. d«qlari?4: J^ 
Trfcflut!rtx:vtor take^ ^engei^nce wUh-a 
jBoagdlJilBufirPopef a|!(|»eftfed hiixiy >y 
ichii»feihg.!^/fto pitfftmv.i^ cordial frU^ 
^i/p;ahd?'iiS^ ;» note,* Jn w^xtch he v*he- 

ment]^ 
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k^ iimpute^' ta.tla^.&fi ^^(^gi^ ^-^ , 

Idd mem ffrfi€itatiQfi> tibf t ^pj;^ ^s fe- 

parefixed, %«^pd/:by Q^laodjf.byt fup*- 
pofed to have been written by Popj5^, . 

he fcaas' to hay.f iniduig^d hinif^lf awhile 
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duaioftS' pitta tferatr lie>wW tiov^h^e. 

veray-crkJcifes th* htJttfe, tbefu^nitiji^J^^ 
thfe gaVcfeiw, aiid tte ^e'ntwtitthinentB lif 
f/f«(?A, a- mail of griear vg^bfkfe dftd Kttlfc 
tafte. ' B7 If^on i\t was niiiiverfaiJjr -fupi 
pofed, tod by the ' Earl cffs BwrfirigtowJ 
to whoii^ thepoem is aidtit^fied, u^aa pfla 
vately f^itl; fd me*n iJi^^BtolDft'if CHan- 
^os ; a m&i pcrlia]p« • tcb' isxiiifr deiightoil 
wltfe j^Omp and ffiow/ b»t ef ^a; temjbtttt 
kiiW and bfcncficertt, and who hlad^cbirfb* 
qncntly* the voice of • the pohlick. ki^ hSq 
favotiV* ' * '- " * * ' •'' ■■ ' • ^ ''i' ! 
A vk>ltot''^:mttfy w^ therefore naSfed 
agairtft i?he-i6gf&titude* atid treachter y srf 
3 Pope, 




ctetft*rqi«iie'^&t>hage of Cftaha&s<«^i' 
a^^e^tie^cjlH tbouiand poiltf&s^^iggd^ 

Nh^opportunhy^f^kifilftiig' 

* "ilic Tweii^t (rf^-tlie tlioufthd po^tiii 
P&{>e jHiblfckly ^^ftred; but from tlie 
ife|)Wach which the attack on a <€harac- 
ter fo amiable brought upon bim, -he 
tAhd^ air means of efcaping, - The ji^e 
0f*Clihind vW3 again employcji in aa 
ipOlogy, by \;^hich nd man wisfafirfBied ; 
ahd he was at iaft reduced to ihelttr 
hfev'temcrity behind ' difliniulatibny • and 
ciideavmir to makfc that diib61ievtd 
which he never had confidence openly 
to deny. He wrote an exculpatory Let- 
ter ''to the Duke; which u'as^-Wwei-ed 
'"4 with 
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aopijl^^ ItiU^ j j^ut thsjt. in Popc,vP(ter 
thci fec^procal kin^n^ls tb^at; h^ b^§n 
exchanged -b^twe^a tbGnaj, .it Jiad. Ji)(?pft 
Icfseafilf ^¥ppfe4. -. j ,. \. •,. ;jr 
' :E<3tf>§ft -in ,onc of hip, Im^h omn 
pbiping,;o£; the tr9%ijmpp$ Tfifjiich^hi^ 

hin^ iomfi^ no mre^ ,^ifh, i^ . ^ ^^/^ 

^^j¥^..Mr^M'"^^rr^ The a^n.wbft 
tjireatgns the wvld is always ridipuij 

bus; jCpir.tl^e world ,caa eafily gQ.^o^i 

without him., and in alboit time wall 

. , ceafe 
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4 mail ^viU ftof ifeHeifi in ins* Mm^ ^ 
^^ter. Pope \aA b6ett iaftW^ rift he 

diotight hiiwfelf <>tte «f tite tt^mf^ 

^v<^t in tlic fyAeiii <jf ISfew When 

he talked of laying down h^ peti^ ti»Dfe 
ivh<^ fat round him wtf«)it^ ififd ks* 
plored, '■ afi^ feif-lovt did not ivlSht iHtti 
to fufpfeft th^ the^ i^f*6!h a-^ay «M[ 
laughedw 

^t\A f<rftewit^ year deprited him of 
Oay, a man tinhorn he hid kntoWh ^Ma'^, 
and >)chotn hefeemed to love withi more 
tenderneft than any other of his literary 
friends. Pope was now forty-foiir years 
* old; 
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•old; |tn£#ge. at which cbe.iDind'l^iAB 

i^v»\\.io. grwf kfs i(kxa>iev;tpd when 
titerejScure. the departure of aQ'^ld.fricQd 
j^ TfCf36 afititety ^t» , • . 

... .In-tHernegty^^T heJoft hU raosh^r, 
3lK« by ap; UQftjJpi?^^ ^e«h| % fli^.hud 
.lifted t^<|he.>age .^f nipe.ty*thxi€je;,-but 
.Ifcf cJi^inptrfJie wilajaaented.. . T^^j? -fiikl 
piety ©f Pope W^.m the higheft degree 
.imiiaMe. ^ .^^e^ipjaryi his par^i\t» 
. had the jh^ppin.efs of Uviog- till \{c >yps 
. at the funvwit ;of ppetical . j:§p#ta;ttRpy 
,tiU. fcew?9 atjeafc in .i^s-fftr^ua?,; ai>d 

- ooidinuaumn ;qf his refp»3; . pr^ jt^wiy-- 
. tjefs* ;Wb#$§v«r 'W^s hifi jpr i^pji^ t>ein 

K irrita- 
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irritabUity^ tq ^hc?n li?.*ias;gei«^V c L^ 

« « - - 

has, 3JK|^g[itg:$)Wh»ng,ai4?iui(^jff9n>, 
fortS) , j^cvtr «lwqg9, hetter #j gif«re,^!fea^ 

whicH; -<feem5. ' tpu idefcrve foxne -en- 
quirjr^ jvas.,>a/ puWicatioa of Lctsm 
betw^ja ;^.afid mmy^ his imndh 

and, knowing hinrfelf in no«f^ dfVi- 

.1 J. ger. 
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gi*; fpokt flf Pb^'e Wfli' i-cfy-iittfe re- 
^SfenotJ' [Jfe Ba^m&tiiAlf' Hrfadi at 
*e^fyin^<\ Mt iii' projf iTfhM 'thy/elf a 
maUb far bhn. When the '6rAM of 
t\it Iftki'fe wei^r^ejtSittiiri^d/ nStie of 
t*em Appeared to -hatfe b^n ifif rift^ed ; 
OcxW hrvent away triuttiphianr, and Pope 
was Idt to feek fome oflfer itmedyV ' 

CotIPs account wa^iltliStdfte^ietttitig 
«ffiian '*! a dcrgytriari'S'goWTi, butxviih 
a MtwyefV • batiid, bhiuglit ahd orfffircil 
to raJfe tf tiiiniber iO^ftviie&HbAxiHict^ 
wliich'Jife found tdlBe ?bpW epflflblSry 
cdrtdi«)h(Jence; that^htf^ifkttf^cttiiiH^, 

dcAtehded, aw*' thought Mmiiltf 'au-- 
thorifed CO tife hii:p\h'(:hafe tp liU own 

TLx That 
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ThatCurll gjKyi^ a^trvie account'^f/j^ 

tranfadion^ ic in reafoaatble to .heltefVOy 

becaufe no f4li|L0pd ,w^ ^etet ^^aStsdi 

and wheo fotne y<atfi afMrwards I nseo- 

tioned it to JJmtaty the fon cf dldrnatd, 

be declared his opinion to be, tfast Pope 

knew; better than -any body elfehow 

Cudl obtained' tb& obp^s, l»ecaufe 

;<ai)Otber parcel t was at the fatne 4inie 

.fent to Jiimfclf, for iv^htch nia 'price 

/had'cvtr bieen dcmtofied, as ic/afade 

.kno^vh hSs . rctfolmisian not to ;pay a 

-porter^ ^and -ciinfeiqiieritlf not to deal 

^widi^avBsfmclefsFffegcrit. • - 

Sidclteare bad tieeftfafaen totnalQetbem 

■ 

• pubKck, th^t they were fent ;at once to 
two bookfeHers; to Cudl, who waai like- 
Ty to feize them as a prey, and to, liii- 

. .. tot. 



V O P E'. 14^ 

tot,, wiio might .bis €x^e<Sk<I'to give 
Pope information of the feeming injury; 
Liatoty^I believe, did nothing; 'knd 
Curll :did what was expefted. • Thai: to 
make them publick was tlie only pur«- 
pofc may be reafona|)ly fuppofed, be- 
caufa the numbers offered to fale by 
the private mefiengcrs ihewed that hope 
of gain xrould irot have been the mo- 
tive of; the. imprelfiont 

It fcems- that Pope, being deiirous of 
printing his Letters, and not knowing 
how to' do> without imputation of va- 
nky, what has in this country been dpne 
very rsarelyj contrived an appearance 
of campulfion ; that when he could 
complsin. that his> Letters wer-e- for- 
reptitioufly publiihcd, . he might, de- 

K 3 cently 
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city.w^ ywy ,doubi:ful, dcdared i^at 
h« v^z^ the mcffenger who cacriedj hf 
Pope's dir&a'iofl, the books to CurlK 
.. >f hep they were thus pubKftcd add 
avpwed,, as they had -relation' U* tttccitt 
f^S/ aad perfijns either then • Kving 
or, not yet forgotten, they maybe fup- 
■pofed to have found reafd^ ; but as the 
fafts.- were • minutp^ ■ ^nd the ' cbaraQjefs 
being either private or literarj', ivereJktfe 
known, or Ijttk regard^rd^they awaken(»d 
19 PPpuJ^r kjndnefsi .6r rerentmcnP: tlfc 
book rieter became much the TuhjeA 
of cohverfatjoni &>me read ifascdtiteitt- 
porary hiftory, alid (bme perhaps' as a 
model of epiftolary lartgoage ; butthofb 
who. read k didflot talk of it.. Not much 

* 

theifefore vvas added •by^it to feme <*r 

* ^ envy ; 
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?nvt ; tiov diy 1 rememSer that * it pro^ 
diKied eithtif publick: praife, or publick 
tenfure. 

It had hcwevei^a^ in Ibme'degfee, the 
recommendatlbn of tioveftjV Out Ian- 
guage has few Letters, except thofe of 
ffatefiiieh* Hovvel indeed', abotit a cen- 
tury agoi puMifhed hh Letters, which 
are commended by Morhojfl ^ndvfhich 
aloiie of his hundred volumes continue 
his memory: Loveday's Letters were 
printed only onc^ ; thofe of Herbert and 
Suckling are hardly known. Mrs. PhiU 
lips's [^Orifida^s^ ate eqtially negledted ; 
and thofe of Walfh Ifeem Written as 
exercifesi' and were never feht to any 
living miftrefs orfriend. !Pope*s epifto- 

lary excellence had nn open field ; Kt 

had 
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:giifiimb€i»d\tha£:&e:had' dsr ^b^irciKfif 
Hfai'odringhiitifeifcihc ittightj hay^'^^' 
N^hmU^r had ptiblicaeio/^ in hid jnbv), unci 
have written with caiJcf .«:^ila«^rJ[iaft^- 
'<\kra;ds fi^leded/^bofe^hick >&es«]D(id^o(t 
ii)bpplly . odnoeivedp ^or^nbcifi odil^QtMlly 
^ijbbiiredr;^ aodil Snowiiot' whothtoitJli^rc 
: ddo^ not j^sij^dardbriletblog iMlire {^jsbect 

juihef teft^ ej^xptv<Mls.}lcM]lg(iae^tc(^by 

^likSH' and bsdu^syiJoB^i"pw)&GkA titlbor. 
xilt'v ttliadciedci2)te>itiai^ i9LdiiKii8uiihc;ftf- 

'^^"^ fefiatioB 
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fetation ^xxm h^bkt; Ue ^ntihxs iaxk 
fiudfdi^fcfbrmed ai%k^ rareiy:;uWtes 
afiM^fiatd& vwith oomjpLder^aife;^^S(ipe 
xnflrjsbe laid to writer alnra;%>witk lo^sYorc* 
putsutidm^mhh bcad;.SwHe^prha{>A)lUccia- 
mai>whi;> mnembercdthadheiwasQl^i^^ 
tcrPope^ btlt Aibuthn<)diik&t>mi»rho4ets 
bis :tbcmgto dco|r icomibif jbeni ^itbjsjf 
rUe^0to;biis'iniod;^ • •.'•.•.'.•• r->y ./-j/k/j 

fiiifbte cribeibLiettcts) dp{ke3cccd/;fa36puib.« 
Iifl»^^tbe firfi pant qf) wluctfito p^t£]iqddd 
bi^ftlfl toi tbbk' a^ fyfidsr qf vEthuite^ 

1 4 j -iJ^5)r:^ i:igbtI]D<f xplainpd. b)[; /<be 
cqmnaentaixnr^ '^ h»^H]Keqr4ngiiti~ years 

bed&ietiQSi tohave ^sfiroditbfitiiJfioefiitwkb 

great 
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g^eat foHciTOde. He hacf troW many 
6pen ' ' and * dotibtlefs ^ m^ny fecret erie- 
litifes; The Bimces were yet 'fmarting 
with the' war; and the fuperiority which 
fie publickly arirogated, difpoifed the 
i^norld ' to wifli hfs humiliation. 
' All this hekntew, and againf? all'this 
!>e -provided- ' His own name, and that 
of his friend to whom the work is in- 
fcribed, were in the firft edit^iohs care- 
fully fuppreffidj" arid the poem, being 
oF 'a" new kind, wasafcribed to oni or 
another, as favoirrMetermined', or con- 
jeSttfre wandered'; it was given, fayi 
Warblirtort, tti'evety man, except h?m 
only who coild write" 4t.***Tliofe' whd 
like Only wheA they like the author*, and 
who are under the dominion of a name; 

con* 
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condemned k.; 'andtb^e:adq!dred itii^bo 
^e- willing to fcatter:pfaifc;at vzndxxfry 
which,., white it. h \ii«t|lpjH>pii»ted ^t 
cite* no envy* Tbofe f rreods of , Popc;^ 
that wert trufted with: the 'ftcwt^.A^TOMi 
dbout laviihipg honours: on f he; npw^boT:^ 
poet, aodihioting tbatPope wasii^;^ 
£0 much ia danger ftom my hm^ 
rivaL 

To tiboft; .authocs wbomhehad pei^* 
4pDaUy offended^ and tQ,there.who£b opi^ 
-Qjon the .work! iconfidened as decifivc^ 
and ^honx, he fufpeaed ,o£ envy Dr.t»ja- 
levaleace> he fentrhis«.d[r^.ras a.pr.efeqyt 
before, publication, that, they might .de^ 
feat . their own enmity by pxaifeis; vrhUh 
they could not afterwards decently xd^ 

trad. 

With 
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pi9Uifllc!d^(thDffirib* part of ^ tfetP^f^q^ 
Jli»%]j iSTbciBjf had? b^n^ f^. (oMeo^^ 
a rqxxt that Pope was bufy v^mi^ 

«MI&4^^^v^^^ ^^in^ the fiew:p<^i!igi OrHkh 
liad a f<^i3ti;i aitd^a tide 5K^^^whidii4is 
»a%i^/*w«reuttQfta|ti2^nted« v ^( tteeep- 
tian ^9!M' not udform ; feme/^ikoUgbr^'k 
^ very ioiperfbdtipiec^ dbov^c^Dtt^th- 
ipiargx>ed>iines^ Whiie/cfae imfaori^^m^ 

veured him as an adventurer^^^a^ (bme 
ismetifsA^ ^i^\ editions; M^fe^^f^iflitti'- 
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T^^ f|il3ftqvi«Bli 'cdkiansji«f the' i!rft 

» Eirgil^ti^ fcee^tf er tills firhA&ofimai^* 
t^ideifif ti^fi:fir to txace ^ bb xha2;|i?4 1 o ^ '-* '* 

bfimr^QWist^ that tho /htfiS^ wfaidh folDf- 
iiiled infpite of rea/on could not bi>?cry 
^/f^r^ he^ubftituted 
•* ^ I And 
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To lwb^wc%l«s w'4l: fimitmf^ if^i 
at once upon^argument an4.|>oetrf!^.^r 

^j)ublUhe4; .^ajid Pope w^s^ tl b^Upve, 

more and iijpre fufg^^e^. flf wrijirig 

,ibem.; atj?#, in 1734^ he avowed the 

'fourjb, and -claimed j:be J^QnojUr.of a 

moral poet. 

In the coBclufion it is iujfScrently a<:- 
^lgiowledg€«d, that the dpftrine of the 
Effay on Man was received from Boling- 
brokQ, . who is faid to have ridiculed 
Pop^, arpoag thofe who ^rjjoygd his 
confidence, as having adopted and ad- 
vanced principles of yvhich he did not 
perceive the confeqijpnce,,^d as blindly 
; ' 7 . pro- 
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{S^^attfigopiniions contrary eo hlsown. 
That tho& comm^anicadon^ bad been 
cotij^dated v^o a ifchme r^ularly 
drawp^' and delivered to Pope, from 
vhom it returned .oRlytransfiafrmed from 
prop: to verfe, is tripottcd, but hardly 
can *be true* The Eflky plainly appears 
the fabrick of' a poet : what Boling- 
broke fupplied could be X>nly the fir ft 
.principles; the order, illuftratioit, and 
anbellifiiments muft all be Pope's. • 

Thefe principles it is not my buifinefs 
to ckar from oblcurity, dogmatifmi Or 
falfehood ;' but they were not immefliatis- 
ly examined ; philofephy and poetry 
have not often the fimc readers; and 
the £iiay abounded in fplendid ampli- 
fications and fparkling fentences, which 

L were 
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were read and ^tnired» with no great 
jittiatkni^ tQ.-Xheix ultimate purpbfe ; its 
flowery »cetiiHl^t <the eye, which did- not 

, fee \Yh.at the .gay foliage caijccfaled, and 
for..a..tirae.iiourifhed in the funihineof 
umvcrfel apptpba^ipa.' So little was any 
^vil tendency. 4ifeovered, that, as inno- 
cence is vmfufpicieus, many read it .for 
a mwual pf piety. 

.Its reput^i^n fooh invited a tranfla- 
tor* It was firft turned into French 
profe^ and afterwards by Refnel into 
verfe. .Both tranflations fell into the 
hands of Croufaz, who -firft, when h© 
had the verfion in profe, wrote a gene- 
ral cenfure, and afterwards reprinted 

.Refnel^s verfion, with particular remarks 
upon every paragraph, 

Crou- 
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' • CtoQfit'wsiz pi'ijfeflbf of Sj/itBer- 
land, ' ^ihin^nt fot hJs treatife-ot Lo^iok, 
and ')tAi Exbmn d^ fyrrhonijke^ laid, 
however little known of *egiirded^>wa)s 
no mean antagbnifl. Hi$ mind Was one 
•of' thofe in which philolbphy and pidty 
are happily united. He was aceufiomed 
to argument and.difquifition, and per- 
haps was grown toQ defirous of deteft- 
ing faults ; but his intentions were al- 
ways right, his opinions were folid, and 
his religion pure. 

His inceffant vigilance for the pro- 
motion of piety difpofed him to look 
with diftruft upon all mctaphyfical fyf- 
terns of Theology, arid all fchemes o(f 
virtue and ' happinefs purely rational, 
and therefore it was not long before he 

L 2 was 
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-WW* pcrfuadjed jttat the pofiiioas of 

rBofe^^tldtbey^^frmidatftd fiw the ijapft 
^^uK ip^iil^tulral ;1|^lig;io^ were.kijreijded 
;tar/ (^jtofc7iM»fci^47fl(Way fropi , {levela- 
^r^ «nli:to?: f t^eftlKr^the whok pourfe 
<j£ *t^l»gi5 ^«^§c?50^j5^!cOoQatenatiDn of 
Bodi^kibte fatality; at)d it is tinde- 
-ui^feifnthart ' in fnany! , ^(Tages a reli- 
giam>ey« nwty'ea'fily4ifcover exprefliom 
ftot v«y iavoyraMe W mofak, or to li- 
berty," .,....;.. , • :- 

About this time Warburton began 
to make his appearance in the firft ranks 
of learnings He was a man of vigo 
-rous- faculties, a mind fervid and vehe- 
^■nent,. fupplied. by inceflant- and ttnli- 
,mited enquiry^ with wonderful extent 
and variety of knowledge,* which yet 

had 
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had not opprefled his imagination^ . nor 
clouded hia pcrfpjcacity^- To . every 
work. he bifoygbt a memory fuH fraught 
with a fancy* fer,tile ,.ot\ origmal coqi-. 
bioatioiis, . ami at <}nce ■. exerted the 
powers of the fcholAF> the rcafoi]crj| and 
the wit. But .his knowledge .wa^ too 
multifarious t6 be always exadt,. and his 
purfuits wiire too eager to be always- 
cautious. His abilities gave him an 
haughty confidence^ vvhich he difdained 
to conceal or molUfy; and h|s impa- 
tience of oppofitjort difpofed hijiitotreaf 
his adrferfaries with fuch contemptuous 
fuperiority is madq his readers commoiv 
ly his,eiiemie!?|. aiUl.cx(;itcd againft him 
the -wiibes, of iibjTie who favoured .his 
caufc^ iH'e fde/^s ; ?0,:have ajlopjec} 5J>5 

L 3 Roman- 
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Roman • Emperor's determination, ode*' 
rini dufH -fjictuitnt ; he ufed : no allure- 
ments of gentle language, but .ivifltf d 
to compel rather than perfuade•^ ^t. . i*' • 

His (lyle is copious without^ feie&iaD, 
and forcible witbow neatnefe ; liicitcKik 
the words that prefented tberafeivte : 
his didtion is coarfe' and iaspure, and 
his fentences are unmeafured* ' 

He had, in the early part o£iiis'lif€, 
pleafed himfelf with the notice of in- 
ferior wits, and correfponded witk ahe 
enemies of Pope, A Letter was pro- 
duced, when he had perhaps himielf 
forgotten it, in which he tcUs Concamn. 
that Milton borrowed iy qffe^atun^ Dry* 
den by idlenefs^ and Pope bf necejjity. 
And when Theobald publifhed Shake* 

fpearcy 
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Jp^pSy in- oppoffition tQr.JP^p^^'thi^rbefl: 
notes were fupplied l^y ^!\?ftfimr\to»^,. . 

But the . time was? s t\<m i j^enig) wjien 
Wacburton w:as to : cdjaog^^ this : ^pinion^, 
and Pope was to fi»d« a ,4€»fen4(i^4n hini 
who had , OMtributod formu<^ te'tk^,.. 
exaltation of his rival* j % ^ 

Tbe ari:ogance of- Watbuf ton ? elcci ted 
againfl: him evefy ; amfit:^ of oflfence, 
and th<irefpr«. k may b$i Aiippo&d that 
his unioo \vith Pope vwas iG^nfvu^ed, a» 
hypocritical - inconftfliii^y iih^t. ^ifclf to 
thinJc differently^ /at difie^dnt^iiisries, of 
poetical nuerit^ • mayi !>§:.; c^filyvallpwed.. 
Such . opinions are ; ofiw , jad rni^^edj ,apd 
difaiiffed,,^' without. ^ice. €xaii>ir\atian». 
VYhQiift olterothait ha§^ nQt , found reafon 

■- .•:. i' v;::',i; . ]IU:4c«':i T ::..:^-- for 



of greater importante '? 

• Wvbuf tea* ^'ftteVer Was Bis WbKirfe, 
lan^etfldbkuwthtmt^icit^ion^ tbir^fdue 

ffe^iQg him front* tbe tmpiitdtk)aof fti- 
VQpfMjig iit^ity, Qt rejefting revelation ; 
a^ from iQOS^h t0 momk don^ntied a 
vmdicatioaof* the jE/i/y on Man, m the 
Ikf jfary journal of that time called the- 
J^tpHbti^k ef Letters^ _ 
rP«>pe5, who. probably bcgitti todonb? 
thi€ t^adenisy of' his own wocfc, *was g&d 
thatsthe pofitions^ of which -he perceived 
himfelf not ta kncjW the fiill- tkifeanintg,. 
could by any niode of iftterpretati<m be 
Blade to mean vmSL ' How much he 
was pleafed with- his gratuitous de- 

fender^ 



fender, the following Letter- «vi<Jeht4y* 
fliews: • " ) 1 , 

*^S I Ri, Mffrch<24, 1745.' 

*♦ 1 tiave^ juft receired fr<»Kn Mr. R. 
^* two: jhore i of your Letters. It is irv ' 
'^ die gFnsats&hxary IniAgitiable that f ' 
^* write f this ;: hm: I cannot iielp thank-* 
** ingyoif fh particular for your ihtrd' 
*^ Letter^ whichi is ib extremely clear; 
^^ ihortj : !afnd full, that. I think Mr.' 
^' Croufaz ought liever 4io have another 
^ anforer^ wd deferved not fd good aii' 
" one* I :oan ^y cfayy you do him tod- 
" muchi he(ik)Uryand me too nutch righ V 
^^ fa odd as the *ezpreffi(M: fetiliis^; for' 
"you ha;ve:made my fyflfem us elcar^asr 
^ I ought to^ hatedbne^oaqd could nof,.* 
"It i& indeed the fame /yftem as'mine^/ 

: <^ but 



"vbut^iUoftraiiedj^dtiva ray of your <n*n^ 
•'as- they fay ot»r natural body is the 
".i&gicf fliU-irfifeif it is glori&d. lam 
«*>flid:l Ikeik bactliR than I did before^ 
^^)arid fo 'wUl -ictvery^man elfe, I kne^ 
*f l4iieant j^ V^jk^t^you csifAmt^s but Ir 
H .did iibt eS{>kte my own meaniiig (o 
') weU a^ yotu ¥ou underftaad me a» 
H-^oftf^M r^^rray&lf} but you exprefe 
*f Me better thKtil cotold ex|>i?efs my^ 
** felf . : ' Pitij?, ' afcccpt tb« fiiicjcreft ac- 
*Hkisumledg^^(icxABi ItsnrMc but wi0i' 
*?* thefe 1-ef teiti weitJ put'^togeth^r in- 
*f^ne Book^ aaid/ intend, (with you# 
*^4eaf«e} to pfocjtgre a traiiflationt>f »p«rt> 
^f^at' leafl^ of all* them into Freiieh ;,*hat 
^Ififalliaot p9>9eed :a ilcp wkbdut youi^ 
^* coofent and di>inioh, &c/* 

By 
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an exculpatory comment^ I?Qjpevteilifkd 
that, whatj^v(fc . i^ighc .be thij ftseihingAr 
real. jmporAiof :ib^ jpfiOfcipiirs^ whlcjtiille^ 

iU)t.Mit;^nt40^Q^ly:at^dl(ttd 9d%toni.:adLd 
Boli§gbt0ke^ if he meir^*^ xnalce ;him' 
with<»it :hi$>Qwa . confcitit ^ sat inftrumcnt 

He T«toB; >dif|5Qverfl4w tbsm^ itot) ^Miv 
Popcyloond'^di; tobi J jbo^oMo)^ (bat jbe. 

he keatd ai amdjBolkig^cokei wJxenEc^'i? 
uneafinefs iridted hi(n<to:de!firc aa explah^ 

nation. 



^'fb -which 'hW works ^mitlcdKhicn,- and 

whir^-hc had not impaired by^aajr pri- 

; "V^te mifoondUS or -fa<5lid^^ pdxtiality. 

^^I'hcwagh BaKn^mke was his friend, 

' • - , , , . 

• Wajpole was not his cneirij^; bvft tt«ated 

• • • 

chtiu'with fo much confidefati<*-a9i at 

'.his requeftj to folick tod obtain from 

•tb^' French Minifter an abby for' Aft. 
SputHcotv whom he c6afidcred hSufelf 
as' Obliged ta feward^by this^-excrtton 
pf hrs intcre% for the benefit which he 

•had ^eceivpd frooa his attendance in a 

'long illnefs, 

It was faid, that, when the Cburt was 
at Richmond, Queen Cardliae had de- 
clared her intention to vifit him* This 
may have been only a carelefs effufion, 
thought on no more : the report of fuch 

notice, 
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* r »■ . • ♦ I . '. r 

• • • j ' . • « J. » • ( f , 

notice, ' hcwever, was fcon :in many 
* mouths ;* and, if I do not forget or riiif- 
apprehend Savage's accourit, Fo'pe, pre- 
tending to decline what was riot yc^ of- 

• • • \ , . , * ' . 

fered, left Tiis houfe for' a time, not,.! 
fuppofe, for any other reafon than left 
he fhould ' be thought^ to (lay at home 
in explication of an honour which would 
not be conferred. He was therefore an- 
gry at Swift, who reprefents him as re^ 
fufing the vijits of d ^lueerty becaufe he 
knew that what had never been oifered, 
had never been refufed. 

Befide the general fyftem of morality 
fuppofed to be contained in the Effay oH 
Man. it was his intention to write dif- 
tind poems upon the different duties or 
conditions of life; one of which is the 
2 Epiftle 



.'J : . '. i . •)« • 
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£pifBe to Lord Bathurft (i 733) on t\t 

(7^ ^ Riches, a piece. oa which he dc- 

clared great labour to have been be- 

flowed*. 
^•j - 

Into this poem fome. incidents are 

^ ^^fiorically: thrown^ iand ftapte kpown 
characters ^ are introduced. . with others 

^^f which, it is difficuk to fay how far 
they are real or fiditious \ but the praife 
of K\tU the Man of Rofs^ deierves parti- 
cular examination) who, after a long and 
pompous enumeration of his publick 
works and private charities, is faid to 
have difiufed all thofe bleffings from 
fve hundred a year. Wonders are wil- 
lingly told, and willingly heard. The 

truth is^ that Kjrl was a man of known 

■ 

» 

* Speticc. 



inte« 
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integrity,/ ^aud '/aflat^* b€ii€V6fen#^ <?% 
wbQfe ^lifntdi^n the. wcilthy-wegp p^f- 

ritable Ichemes; this influeno^ -kd- ols). 
tame4 >y;:aji :ejcamp.teiof jliberalicy Qxer- 
tc4. to tihei",utmoft eoctenp ♦©£ . hi^;pQM«jr, 

thau be .back TJais . account Mr% 'f^id>r 
-receiv^ : ijpm die vminifter .. of .the 
place, ^\d I Jiayc.ppefecvedat, >h^. tbe 
4)raifeiOf a::gpo4 tnan, beiog made' more 
credible,.;: may be : more iXoMd* Nant^- 
.tions JOt romantick aiwl impcaflicaibJc 
virtue, .wiil be fcad with wx^nder^r.-but 
that ^bift^ i$ unattgiiQabl^f is.:\recon> 
meaded 19; vain ; that goQ^^p<^y be /:enr 
deavoured, It .9i\ift Ik fliewp to, be pof- 

.fible, . . 

• • • • # ti . » 

M " ""' This 
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This ^otbe ' Ml/ ptei^ Ok ki^Vkh 
the aaftbarvfaiii ififdf a l^ebi^lt^^W 

witli.feiiie imiii^[iatS«y ^e 4ti&^^^fi 
the K&mimidi^* ' .^ • '^ ^^ ' "• -^ j :r.i^r;.?:> ■ 

the ditakigtiQ li»mg 06 kccwp^^ii^l^ 
tion9.)irai|)ei|)faBa;eil sMd^ibfeure^^^^npo^ 
fecm^ to }iave w^hitM iidiil^iiiofift^^ 

written 'mthftl^ft ( ttieoridti' ^loodie nspts^ 
ratioK::df t^^milfdi fifid ^Cii^^ClltiOM 

^ s I4 voured 
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iPBjr doesr-not exift ; noF .can herUeborn,* 
in a moral fenfe, a lover of .his country. ; 
for fociety, pdlitically regulated, i5'a5f£ate 
contradiitinguifiiod * from a date x>fj na* 
ture; aad any attention to tbat>iroalitioii 
of interefts whida makes the happineft 
of a country, is poffible only to thoffc 
whom enqiiity ^ad refledlion 'bave> ena- 
bled to comprehend n^ , ! 

This doftrine ia in itfelf pemiciows as 
well as falfe : Its tendency is tb-ipToduce 
the belief of a kind.of '.motal^^ddBr'- 
nation,,^ or over-ruling pri;ipiple .wliiclji 
cannot .b€ refitted;, h&that-adn^itt It, is 
prepared to comply with every defire 
that caprice or opportunity fliall. excite, 
and. to flatter himfelf that /he- fubmit's 
only to the lawful dominion of Nature^, 

M 3 in 



i8» F' O" f' E.- 

iittk'»;^ tKkf^'^m ^itej^^^isjr 

'ibon'^^^r, 'iii' ah 'Ejili^t: 'iVt^po«id to 

froitJ fee/, ffee i:iKS/4»i*feri ^ fW*if<f».%Jft» 
pd^th;' which! 'w^'latitiuriidJbvSH ^t 
diUgea^, asd in the authc^'i^tf^fiilH^ 
wyh'gti^afi'tu'ccifs,' was Je^iff'W ks 
firft '^ubiil3atk»a;' !ta the co a AnflSOrtor 
iUppafes/ Veca^^e tW pubmk''^lt^ib- 
fortnied' W afl idvcttifemtiif.'"*bi* it 



con- 



c^tf»i^ nff^Qbar^^.^drmarifrm. the 
Ufei an aflertion which Pope pr«^,a^lx di4 

tjxem M,* Bote, that, tbo^jrk wrfs, imr 
perffdy bccauTe part q£ bis ftd>}e^ was 

w^ijc%tt, was Tafe tQ4ifg^y th? I^pt<heis 
-rf.^ J^l|^)ro4:^ , u^«. 't\\f n^mc erf 

, .; |^gn^)il(hed j&qm time to tjme ,(.be- 

-tfwa..^3;39 aiid :;^74o) Imitation of 

<3^%<5nt;jio4pj3 ,Q(e .i^oiacp^ gencraily 

M 4 withaue 
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without it. Wliat be was upon moraJ 
prlnpiples aihamed to awn, ikc-eught to 
Jiave fupprefled, .. 0£ thefe pkc€S:^if ii 
ufelefs;to fettle, the, dates, ';as they lladt 
f^iapm muqh xeiation to the timciy an* 
perhaps had been long iv^hh binds. ^ 
. . 'Tbisi mod^. of imitation, lin Which the 
ancients. arc famijiarifed, by adapting 
>th?ir (entiments t^ modern topicks, by 
unaTiing Horace fay .of Shakfpeare wbdt 
he originally faid of JBnnius, and accomi^ 
rnods^ing. his fatires on Pantolabus and 
Jsfoxnenwnus to the .flatterers and prodi- 
gals pf pur own time, was firft ppa^tifad 
in;thc..xeign: of , Charles the Second by 
Oldham.. and RocheHer, at leaft I re- 
membier no. iniianc^ more ancient. It 
. is a kind of middle compofition between 

tranfla- 
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tranllatiori and origiaai defign,' wbich 
pleafes '"^hcn the thoughts are imex- 
pcdedly dpplicalJle, and the p^ratleU 
lucky.' It- fcetns to have been Pope's 
favourfteawtfement;- for he has car^ 
lied it farther than any former poet, 

Hef publiflied' Ukewife a revival, in 

fmcotker numbers, of Dr. Donne's Sa^- 

tixesy ' which was, recommended to hinft 

by the Duke of Shfewfbury and the Eari 

of Oxford. They made no great im- 

preffion on the publick.- Pope feems 

to huve known their imbecilUty, and 

therefore fuppreffed them while lie was 

yet contending to rife in reputation, but 

ventured them when he thought their 

deficiencies more likely to be imputed 

to Donne than to himfelf. 

The 
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1 fiiiie Ipiftk) to Dr. Arbmboot^ wbicb 
fccms to be derived in itt^ilft ji^^ 
figa&i^£(nieaui'9)Addfc(l CL/m^fptMtt jt^as 
{xofaliflicdiilJmmal'X i735»ahof t^teOvfeb 
})ie&^ the doitb <Qf ..Msn At^whiiinf^U I) 
infor^M^^. b ts to rb^ riigrflljed- I^M 
either hodcmr or frica&r« fiioilld rlafiite 

lifib^roiidi^eiMiitbieior hbfdf^^^^ . f: \ 

:^iadbeiiftanj,&i]f vil ill bis |>fitf!^0iwi^yec^^ 
in the fci^oces^ acquamt€jd^r1#ith; M<^^ 
fiteratufi^. ,^d a^le to animate h]s.in9& 
of knowledge by a bright aii^. aSivc 
ji;{p;^tpatioa^ A fcholar with great bi^r 
Hancyof wit; a wit, who, in^the ciowd 

of 



nf'.i' 
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of tife^ rediitied and UUbo^edra) noble 

i^b tte^oAlick.^ 1 ]^€ vmdicittslilKiint 
fcif from^ €eMfuroif; 'md wltb^digokjci 
iHflher thiia/9rrogs(no9> enfoircesf hSs oM 

Ititofh^ pioemare ihtrrW6v«n,ferecaI 
parslg^a]^ ^ wbich^ iad ihh&ii befire qoftdni- 
ted as a lYBgment^ andiacoong then\llife 
{|ili)riclA^t)pes> upon ^Addtfon^. b£ WXich 
thc^ la(t couplet has hiedfl t^C^ cdhtodbod^ 

"V^a would not fmue if lucli d Mm 
there be ? 



I T 1 " » 1 



t^how(>uM not laugli if ^daiioii'H^^fe 

■ ig'). " ^' ,'•■'•'»- ;'*>*/. -.'.m;;;; 



Then;» 
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Thefl, - " 

Who would not grieve if fuch a man 

there, be ? 
. WJiowould not laugh e if Addifon were 

he ? 
At'laft it is,. 
Who but niuft laugh if fuch a man 

there be ? 
Who'WOBld not -weep if Atticus were 

He was at this time at open^ war with 
•Eord Hervc)'^, who had* diftinguilhed 
himfelf as a fteady adherent to the Mi** 
niftry, and, being. offended with a con- 
temptuous anfwer to one of his pam- 
phlets, had fummoned Pulteney tora 
duel. Whether he or Pope made the 

firft 
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fifft attack, perhaps canirot: now beeafi- 
ly known : 'he' had written an inveftive 
agauift Pope, whom he -calk. Hard as 
thy heart, and as ^thy birth dbf cure- 1 and 
liints ' that his father was ^ hatter. To 

« 

this Pope wrote a- reply -in verfe and 
profe : the verfcs are in this poem ; and 
the profe, though it was never fent, is 
printed among his Letters, but to a 
cool reader of the prefent -time exhibits 
nothing but- tedious malignity. 
' His laft Satires, of the general kiutj,* 
were two dialogues, named from the 
yt2xkw whiiA they were puHiiked.S^- 
'ventven hundred and Thirty-eight » In 
thefe poems many are praiTed, and many 
are reproached.' 'Popewas then enta^- 

< 

gled in* the oppofition-; a -follower of 

the 
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XlkpfBmo^idWjahSr who dined- at iil^ 
houfe, and the friend of oiany wlio ob« 
]g]^d^ei^ &n4 ; KXXffwxA: the cosdad of 
t|^.24u^i^<rsr* His pelitioil ipanjiality 
^Wf^JtQjPt p)^}yrihew!i; lie forgpt4i» 
poj^j9^e with yAkAi he ipaflcs^ is lib 
ciffilkr .yearly unn^red and uMiSN|diDg 

i . , - < -. . -V •« . - ■ 

4 \ ' ' i . • .' ^ • . *:» ♦ « w * ' 

;J|lti ikhe.firilb dialogue, liav1ii^cka.€i(>* 
p£^itpit]r of firalfiog.^UeiiDitf' ''Ba^:;^e 
^^^Jmih»f<^ lO;mofifaQn iiim MiaKii^n 

Q^|wi^tWd«^)Ji»Ilo£Aliim in riui.iFdofci 
i^r^;t 4^(0 lAf^. Jf«rfetdkte/iaiaf. 

. 1 ' e|Hthec^ 
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•e^ltet, which was /afs^^icdft fofltlil^d 

la chevfecond I^akgoe be lookil^mii' 
libdn^iVf^itk ixne of the jR)Jir^jV ^ohg 
odtefscs^wkid^ l^x,' in a rftflyt f o Lyt-^ 
tdtios^ tstok: van «(pporttKiky of r ^payitig^ 
l^iispviiadaflAg him- with the fricndlUp^ 
af^ a^!iaki|»eoati^^ who icaoceMi bi^klk 
without fear lOr decency^ and ag!^3ift' 
w^iiiiiQiii9|ied /the i^dirntlii^n^4i( llie 
£d^;iikfcftetiK0ttId%mckly .lie aifi(lltfgA3v2 
i:£ill)Oiit :di% ttme'Fatil WiMt^ead^>^a^ 
faia}kipoet> vras: fi^molied 4^ib8i^t ttPT 
ijBDdy for:a paem tsiikiMaJumsf'W^ih^ 
tbiArWinh>0ddaeyhi^]^\ibli!Bi^ir^ Whil^c^^' 
lka«l9 ^ '^vAi^' hto^ l<Mfe ^p^ forie^^- 
dboHfiid^abdefcal^? Int Bddfl^yVfto^' 

. *»"J<r^ fary« 
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fary. He was, however, foon difmifled^ 
and the whole procefs was probably in- 
tended rather to intimidate Pope than 
to punifh Whitehead. 
- Pope never afterwards attempted to 
join the patriot with the poet, nor drew 
his pen upon ftatefmen. That he de- 
fifted from his attempts of reformation 
is. imputed, by his commentator, to his 
, defpair of prevailing over the corrup- 
tion of the time. He was not likely to 
Jiave been. ever of opinion that the dread 
of his. fatire would couatervailthe love 
•of power or of ^money.; he pleafed hin> 
•felf with being important and formi- 
, 4able, and gratified fometimes his pride, 
. ^nd fometimes his .refentment.; till at 
2 . laft 
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laft he began to think he Ihould be hxwc 
{aScj^ if he were lefs bufy. . 

Tht. Memoirs of Scriblerusy publilhed 
abQUt this time, extend only to the firft 
book df a work, projedled in concert 
by Pope, Swift, and Arbuthnot, whd 
ufed to meet in the timeofQueen Anne, 
a|id 4enombated themfelves,:t3ie Sm^*- 
blerus Club. Their purpofe was x<> cenf 
fuxe the abufes of learning by a ficti- 
tious Life of an infatuated Scholar, 
They were difperfcd ; the defign was ne- 
ver completed; andWarburtdn laments 
its. mifcarriage, as an event very dilaf- 
trous. to polite letters. 

If the whole may be eftimated by this 
fpecimen, which feems to be the pro- 
duction of Arbuthnot, with a few 

N touches 
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touches perhaps by Pope, the want of 
more will not be much lamented ; for 
the follies which the writer ridicules 
are fo little pradlifed, that they are not 
known; nor can the fati're be underftood 
but by the learned : he raifes phan- 
toms of abfurdity, and then drives theitl 
away. He cures difeafes that were ne- 
ver felt. 

For this reafon the joint produftion 
of three great writers has never obtained 
any notice from mankind ; it has been 
little read, or wl^an read has been for- 
gotten, as no man could be wifer, bet- 
ter, or merrier, by remembering it. 

The defign cannot boaft of much ori- 
ginality ; for, befides its general refem- 
blance to Don ^Jixote, there will be 

found 
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found in it particular imitations of the 
Hiftory of Mr. Ovffle. 

Swift carried fo much of it into Jre- 
land as fupplied him with hints for his 
Travels ; and with thofe the world might 
have been contented, though the reft 
had been fupprefled. 

Pope had fought for images and fen- 
tunents in a region not known to have 
been explored by many other of the 
Englifh waiters; he had confulted the 
modern writers of Latin poetry, a clafs 
of authors whom Boileau endeavoured 
to bring into contempt, and who are too 
generally neglcd^ed. Pope, however, 
was not alhamed of their acquaintance, 
nor ungrateful for the advantages which 
he might have derived from it. A fhuU 

N % iele&ioa 
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feledion from the Italians who wrote in 

Latin had been publilhed at Lond<»i, 

about the latter end of the laft century, 

by a man who cpncealed hi^ name, but 

whom his Preface Ihews to have been 

well <jiialified for his undertaking. This 

colledition Pope amplified by more than 

half, and (1740) publiihed it in two 

volurpes, but irgurioufly omitted his 

predeceflbr's preface. To thefe books, 

which had nothing but the mere text, 

no regard was piaid^ the ^ut-hors were 
' , • • ■ 

Hill neglefted, and tlie editor, was neither 
praifed nor cenfured. 

He did not fii>k into idlenefs ; he had 
planned a work, which he confidered as 
fubfequent to Kx^EJfay on Many of which 
he ha3 given this account to Dr. Swift. 

^^ March 
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*^ March 25, 1736. 
^^ If evef I write any more Ejliftles 
** in verfe, one of them fliall be ad*-' 
drefled to you. I have long ^cm^ 
certed it, and begun it; but;Iwioul* 
** make what b^ars your namcjas fmilEed 
as my laft work ought to be, thatis ta 
fay, more finiflied than any of thb rcft4 
The fubjedt is lapge, and >v5H dividb 
into four Epiftles^ which, 'naturally. 
*^ follow the EJ/ay on Mm, viz-' i; Of' 
^ the Extent and litliits of Human Rea/ 
" fon and Science. 2. AView.QTvtha 
" ufeful and therefore attainable,,- and* 
'^ of the unufeful and tlierefore '(Wi-KitT 
^ tainable Ads, , 3. Of the Nature^ 
^' Ends, Application, and Ufe of dif-i 
^^ ferent Capacities. 4. Of the Ufe of 

N 3 " Learn^ 
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i^ Learnings of the Science^ of the Worldy 
** and of fViu It will conclude with a 
^ £itire againil the MifappHcation of all 
<' thefe, exemplified by Pidures, Cha- 
" rad:ers, and Examples." 
. This, work in its full extent, being 
now afflidted with an afthma, and find- 
ing the powers of life gradually de- 
clining^ he had no longer courage to 
undertake; but, from the materials 
which he had provided, he added, at 
Warburton's requeft, another book to 
the Dunciady of which the defign is to 
ridicule fuch fludies as are either hope- 
kfs or ufelefs, as either purfue what is 
unattainable, or what, if it be attained, 
is of no ufe« 

Wht:n 
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When this book was printed (1742) 
the laurel had teen for ferae time upon 
the head of Cibber; a man whom it can- 
not be fuppofed that Pope could regaM 
^vith much kindnefs or efteem, though 
in one of the Imitations of Horace he 
has liberally enough praifed the Carelefs 
Husband. In the 'Dunciad, among other 
worthlefs fcribblers, he had mentioned 
Cibber; who, in his jlpologyy complains 
of the great poet*s unkindnefs as more 
injurious, becayje, fays he, / n^ver have 
offended him. 

It might have been expcfted that 
Pope ihould have been, in fome degree, 
mollified by this fubmiffive gentlenefs ; 
but no fuch confequcnce appeared* 
Though he condefcended to commend 

N 4 Cibber 
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Gibber once, he mentioned him after- 
wards contemptupufly in one of his 
Satires^ and again in.I^is JEpiftle to Ar-. 
buthnot; and in- -the fpurth book^ of 
the Dunciad attacked him with acri- 
mony, to which the proyocatioi; is qot 
eafily difcoverable. Perhaps he imagined 
that . in. ridiculing the Laureat, he. iati* 

rifed thofe by whom the laurel had been 

■" • • • . . 

given, and gratified that ambitious pe- 
tulance with which he aifedted to infuk 

• «. • ' 

the great. 

The feverity of this fatire left Gibber 
no longer any patience. He had confidence 
enough in his own powers to believe 
that he could difturb the quiet of his 
adverfary, and doubtlefs did not want 
i nflig atprs, yho, without any care about 

the 




P O P . Ik «oi 

the viiflory^ defired to amufe tbemfelves- 
by looking oq the cOnteft, He there-.: 
fore gave ti^e town aJ pamphte^i in which ? 
he deciares his r^folution from that time 

• • • * 

never to bear another blow without re- 
turning \ty and to tire Oui hi& 'adverfary ' 
by perfeyierance,. if he ctnntjt c!6nquei?* 
hini by ftrength. 

The inceflant and unappea'fible ma* • 
lignity of Pope ,he imputes , lo a Very v 
diftant caufe*^ . After the. Three Hours - 
after Marriage h^d been .driven bfF the 
ftage, by thje ofience whieh. the mummy 
and crocodile ^ave the audience^ while * 
the exploded fcefte was yeit frelh in' 
memory, it happened that Cibber played 
Bays in thcRehearfal; aed, as it had 
been ufuafi to enliven the part by the . 

men* 
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« 

mention of any recent theatrical tranf- 
adions, he faid, that he dnce thought 
to have introduced his lovers difguifed 
in a Mummy and a Crocodile. *' This," 
fays he, *^ was received with loud 
^•. claps, which indicated contempt of the 
^' play/' Pope, who was behind the 
fcenes, meeting him as he left the ftage, 
attacked him, as he fay^, with all the 
virulence of a Wit out of bis fenfes ; to 
^^ich he replied, ^' that he would take 
*y no other notice of what was faid by 
^^ fo particular a man than to declare, 
** that, as often as he played that part, 
** he would repeat the fame provoca- 
" tion." 

He ihews his opinion to be, that Pope 
was one of the authors of the play which 

he 
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he {0 zealoufly defei>ded ; and adds an 
klle ftory of Pope's behaviour at a ta- 
vern. 

The pamphlet was written with little 
power of thought or language, and, if 
fuffered to remain without notice, would 
have been very foon forgotten. Pope 
bad now been enough acquainted with 
human life to know, if his paffion had 
not been too powerful for his under- 
ftanding, that, from a contention like 
his v\nth Gibber, the world fceks nothing 
but diverfion, which is given at the ex- 
pence of the higher charader. When 
Gibber latQpooned Pope, .curiofity was 
excited ; what Pope would fay of Gibber 
nobody enquired, but in hope that Pope's 

afpc- 
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afperky might betray his jJain and leflcit 
his dignity. 

He Ihould therefore have fuffered the 
pimphiet txy flutter and die, without 
confefling'that it'ftunghim. The dif- 
Bonour .o£ being Ihewn as Gibber's anta- 
gonift could never be compenfated by 
the viftory. Gibber had nothing to lofe; 
when. Pope had exhaufted all his ma- 
lignity upon him, he would rife in the 
eftfeem both of his friends and his ene- 
mieis. Silence only could have made 
him defpicable ; the blow which did 
vsot appear to be felty would have been 
ftnick in vain. ^ 

- But Pope's irrafcibility prevailed, and 
he tefolved to tell the' whole Englifli 
world that he was at war with Gibber ; 

and 
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and to fliew that he thoughr him no. 
common adverfary, he prepared np com- 
mon vengeance; he publiflved a new 
edition of the Duncjad^ in which he de« 
graded Theobald from his . painful- pre- 
eminence, and enthroned CibJ^^r in •. Hi*, 
(lead. Unhappily the two herpes were 
of oppofire chara^ers, aqd Pop^, was 
unwilllrg to lofe what he :had' already 
written; he has therefore denrayed his 
poem by givirjg to Cibber the old 
books, the cold pedanfry ain4 ifluggifli 
pertinacity of Theobald. 

Pope was ignorant enough of his own 
intcrefl: to make another change, and 
introdyced O^prne contending for the 
prize among the bookfellers. Oftjorne. 
was a man intircly dcllitutc of fliame, 

without 
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without fenfe of any difgrace but that 
of povertj'. He told mc, when he was 
doing that which raifed Pope's refent^ 
ment^ - that he ihould be put into the 
Durtdad; but he had the fate of Cajfart- 
dra ; I gave no credit lo his prediction, 
till in tiine I faw it accomplifhed. The 
Ihafts-of fatire were difedted equally in 
vain againft Gibber and Ofborne ; being 
repelled by the impenetrable impudence 
of one^ and deadened by the impafSve 
dulnefs of the other. Pope confdfed 
'his own pain by his anger; but he gave 
no pain to thofe who had provoked him. 
He was able to hurt none but himfelf ; 
by transferring the fame ridicule from 
one to another, he deftroyed its ef- 
ficacy; for by ihewing that what he 

had 
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had faid of one he was ready to fay of 
another, he reduced himfelf to the iniig"^ 
nificance of his own magpye^ who from 
his cage calk cuckold at a venture* 

Gibber, according to his engagement, 
rejraid the Dunciad with another pam-^ 
phlet, which, Pope laid, would-be as 
go^^d as a doje of hart/horn to him ; biit 
hts tongue and his heart were at va-* 
riance* I have heard Mr. Richardfcut 
relate, that he attended his father on a 
vifit, when one of Gibber's pamphletfr 
came into the hands of Pope, who fakU 
T'befe things are my diver/ion. They faU 
by him while be perufed it, and faw his 
features writhen with anguiih ; and youqg^ 
Rlchardfon faid to his father, when tbeyr 
returned, that he hoped to be preferved 

from 
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ixpm fuch dxy^rym as had be^n that day 
the lot of ?ope. . . ; 
i r From this timcj, finding his difeafes 
more, oppreffivcj. and his vital powers 
gradually declining, he no longer {trained 
his faculties with any original compofi^ 
tion, rior propofed any other employ- 
ment, for his remaining life than the 
revifal and correiftion pf his former 
works; in whieli he received advipe.and 
affiftance from Warburton^ whom he 
appears to have trufted and- honoured in 
the higheft degree* 

He laid afide his Epick. Poem, per- 
haps without much lofs to mankind; for 
his hero. was Bruius the Trojan, who, 
according to a ridiculous fiction, efta- 
blilhed a colcn^y in Brltaio. The fubjedW 
7 there- 
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therefore was of the fabulous age ; the 
adors were a race upon whom imagina- 
tion has been exhaufted, and attention 
wearied^' and tb wltoitt the mind will 
not ^eai&ly be recalled, when % is in- 
vited in blank verfe, which Pope had 
adopted with great imprudence, and, I 
think, without due confideration of the 
n«:ure bf^ur language. The fketch is,- 
at leaft in part, preferved by RufFhead ; 
by wfeith it appeairs, that Pope was 
thoughtlefs enough to model the names 
of his heroes with difcordant termina- 
tions itot krtdwn in the fame age. 

He linger'ed through the next year ; 
but perceived himfelf, as he expreflcs ii, 
going down the hill. He had for at leaft 
five years been affiifted with an allhma. 
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and other difbrdsusi .wfaick hi% phy& 
cians w^re unable txrtdlkre. , T^ovacds 
the end of hU Hfe; &t ; odnfcihRd^ Du 
Thomfo;i, a. toaa who had^ hyz latg^ 
promifes,' and free qcofwes j^f the cDmf- 
mon pra(9ice of phyficJt, foroed hirxtfetf 
up into iuddea. rq^utatios. Thomfbii 
declared his damper t^ be a^tQpfy^ 
snd evacTOted part of the. water by 
tindurc of jalap ; but confcffed that his 
belly did not fubfide- Thonsfon had 
many enemies, aadPope was perij^aded 
to difmifs him* : 

While he was yet capable i»f .imrsde- 
ment and conycrfatioi},. as. h«: wias.xinc 
day fitting in the air With I^rd Boling^ . 
broke and Lord Marchipont, he f*w hi« 
favourite Martha Blount at the bottom 

of 



T O 1? E. Alt 

<jf the terrace, and a&ed Lord Boling- 
bfoke tff go and land her up* Boling- 
hxAc^'H^tilkmg his errand, crofled his 
legs V* and fat ftill; but Lord March- 
moHt, who was younger and lefs cap- 
ti6i*^'i'W2fited on the Lady; who, whetf 
h© came'So her, afted. What, is he not 
diadyel? .* She is ftid to have neglefbed 
him, 'With fliameful laiikindnefs, in the- 
lattefi time of his decay; yet, pf the 
litde which he had to leave, ihe had a 
very grent part. Their acquaintance 
"begun early ; the life of each was pic- 
tured -on the other's mind ; their conver- 
fation therefore was endearing, for when 
they -mSt, there was an immediate coali- 
tbn of ' congenial notions. Perhaps he 
a>nfidered her unwillingnefs to approach 

O 2 the 
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the 5:hfm?b.ef ,f)^.fj<^^^i(^aifejg«te.^a!t^ 
impa%nce, or, thot^h, i»e.^5$ra^i9ir^^iad 

arid,. i(, he ?h?id iwfffxe^.v )vis.r hfl^ffi Ififtbe 

nothing .t^ati^oigjit! M^ ^f^ 0af<? S>fee 
could,. hav&o0)y,l^Fuqk.w»t^i4< ha^Eiif^,; 
It was, tpqilatev tp; tfj^fer ]iis;^c?}>fi^€fi«e 
or fondneis*' ' . . :• :.. 

In. May i744> iiisvdeidi^.ww ;Ap- 
pmaching* i oji ,f Jie ..fi/Xth, .he !)¥-aSi all 
day delkio^s, yihkh h/^^ i^ee^io^e^^fpHr 
days, afterwards, as. a, iUj^ci^qt Ij^vmUi^- 
tion.of the. vaniQr olipan^ hfi^aft^K^vards 



com- 



X^xs^hMi'tf -feemig thit%»' as ihrough 
a <fUt«ai£i^' 'kt^ ib falief ciilbun' ; and dne 
Ay,i^fei'i<hc-^ef^cibf'Dodfley, a&ed 
vi*«f 'iiite^; it • #as ." jthdt' came rOut frbm" 

^ ]Mltiilgb¥ok« fcraietiiriesf^vept -bvtr him 
itftl^lfetS ^^eipfefs Md&y ; -ahd' being 
ttAd bf 'Sjpqjlce,'that' Bf^pq^' aiiht -ihtcr- 
t»Mi&d!»vlo6'Iiis deUHoorrit^-' .#i?" always, 
f^ii^'ibihething'kifid eltlwptrf'liis ^re- 
fent or abfent friends, and that' his hu- 
m^ltf fecrned to "havief IbirHVcd feis- yn- 
cltt-flaijdieg, ^mimKd, It Msljldi'' And 
ii/idt<Si^i'ftiifet in'- m^^Mfe ^iirii^-^' man 
t^M^WjU'-tsniier * bdaft ' fat hU- parti- 
cutdr fiimdst;^ m'mj^re- ^iMerni friendjhip^ 
for mankind. At another time he faidj 

O 3 / have 
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Iba'ot ijiown Fape tbe/e thtudy yearly and 

liis grief then £iip|>9d&dktsin>ioe^ > - 
Pope expiefied . . iuodoubting • ccmj&* 
dence of a foture flate. Being :8&ed 
by his fsiend. %^. Hoekt^ a j^pift^ 
whether he would not dk like Ms'fadei: 
:^nd niother^ and whether a prieft^ dioaldi 
BOt be caMed, he" anfwered, I do «^ 
^V;?^ ^ ejjentialybutit will be wry mgbt^ 
and i thank yon far puUing me in mindsf 

In the morniHg, after th« prieft had 
given hin3r the laft facrament^, he faid^ 
** There i* nothing that is meritorioUfi^ 
*^ but virtue and friend Aip, and ^indeed* 
" friendihip itfelf is only . a part o£ 
** virtue.** 

He 



HccRerf hr tfee' cvemng of tKe thir*- 
rfetif diy of iifayy^'^ r744r fo ^ placidl}^, 
that tife attendant^ dM not difcexii the 
exaft^ time 'of his expiration. ' He was 
bvnrfcd atTwicfcettHkn^ near* his father 
;my^othcr, wherc^a mbhument has been 
ere^ato kirn hj. h^is^^ ciommentator, the 
Biihopr of Gioncefter;' ^ 

He'^'left the- care of his papers to his 
executors, ;the Earl erf Marchmont and 
Lord fioiingbroke, . whom undoubtedly 
he cxpedled to be proud of the truft, 
and eager to extend his fame. But let 
no man dream of iftjEiuence beyond Ms 
life..' 'After- a decent iiine Dodfley the 
bookfeHer attended oh6 of them, to foli- 
dt preference as- the publiflier, and was 
t6ld that the parcel had not been 

O 4 yet 



y€e.iDfpefteiJpiaQd,:-Y«^^^fi^ T?si the 
region j tj)^\vwld/iia&JbcBii^d^flp|ipint^ 

trif^tl]Slnji^'h2s^:h&n^M^:mi30 liisji|aiids^ 
that he might procucer.t]& ktipotfifiofilof 
a V:erj^*;fe)W ^pi^> o£d jbc, daftrxbtKUdd^ jafc- 
co^diogiftt tha aUtfaot'ji dfirisdiictaiaiQoag. 
hii^ dfiii^ids^: .^azidiPQ^eiafihrisd idmiitbat 
norfloore had hiien printed ftiaxi }x&ai:vl^ 
loWed;. but> Ibon. vl&rt ihiswdeath^idie^ 
prmcer brought:%Qfi»te%nddjai^binpl)^. 
ediuon of.fifteeiv.hiitndiied Qopks^/vrl^iek 
Pope had ordered him «tq pFiniyjiiicb-20 
rcu^in: in fccret. .He.fcept> /as.Miasi ob- 
fer\icd., his: engage Aieat. to Poj)Q ; better 
' • than 
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than £$fe 'badJcApt^attto hU friend 
and joio^^g WBS V ilaioivh i ef v the tranf^ 

delhie£n(:liei;bmik6r:'jq ^e^night ,owner^^ 
wfatf^ iidtdi^ao imiigpaiac^ a fire 

ii^abisBjlard^ md dttli|recefluli& whole im« 
pteffioffrtor jdoie ^mesi; ' 

.Jij^coto dothiftg bad beefv^^e whjtU^ 
v^out^naitiGCally didtate<i by- ^fentoxent 
of &iik>lBtBd faithi} r^ntrhent morq acri* 
mbnipQ9> lad th^ yiohfor^had been more 
lovbd,6n ifapre tnl4bd•^ But here the 
aoger^iinigktw'ba^re 'ftopped; the injury 
wis^^riv^i; and4iicine^wu little danger 
foxiithecexacpple* : ;^ . .• 

Bolingbcokc, /h^wfeter^ was not yet 
fatisficd ; his thirft of vet^eance incited 

him 
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him to blafti the meftHai^jr ef ishe ma» 
ovw wholn Ke^^ Kad-^ vkpt i» h&- te* 

t«> thepHblfck, wick alf i»agg^ivafiofl«,. 

• ■ • 

Warhvfft&Ay ^sMhofe heatt wis ^mrti with 
hisJeigacy^ tod-tcader by *He teccfft fe^^- 
paration, thought* St- pr^er'**"fi»r* him^ 
ti& int^r|v&fe ; aiid uiKtextoofc, n&t inidted 
t0 vindicate the a^ion^ for bf^aeh rf' 
truift' hdd< a]W£(]^4 4i^etking -eriibi^^ 
tot t>o^ 0»temiaf6 k b)r aan apology*. 
MaTiHg advaaaced*, wtet eannot^ be dew- 
nied, diat mof al oW^oky^s natde' more- 
or kft exGufabte by^ the motiTcs^ that' 
produce* it^; be enquirer what- c^ pw.* 
pofe could have indvKred Popfe to bretik . 
his promife. He could fiot'deliglft- hi*^ 

vanitjr 
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TaDitjF by ufmptBgf th^ iwrki wiiich^ 
though* not foidi} ia^ ihop^^ baft been^ 
ihewD>ti>d sumbei^ mora thsLn fuffii^at:' 
tapre&rvdtbe auAos^s ckittn ^ he could 
not gi^£itfy >kU^.avari€e.;^ far be could' 
iu>t iell;]M8/^i»ider>t[itt:B0iingbwte 
deadr;t and eren theny if f^e cx^^ was^ 
left ta^adotberV ]i& fvaudrioROvld.bc^dii^- 
feated^. aod .il.' fe£tto Juro&lf^ would bo; 

Wacbwtoa thfin&(De fia|>poftf> Mf»t^^ 
great appearance of ceafbn^ . . that tbe^ 
irregulaHty of kl&.coadui^ proceeded- 
wholly fr<Mn.'bis^ 21^1 for Bdlii^broke^j. 
who might perh^>s. kave!d«Arofl^ed tha 
pamphlet^ whkh> Pope thought it his* 
duty tOf preferve^ even, without its au.* 
thocV approbation.^ 



temptim]9<n30nta(M| wR|«ii^ 

tij8il»QyOT:;^iefMl^ iasi^fdv^l^^iBspt^^ 
kid bctaUnl&tcidiJC^ii^^ hduic^oiv^;^ 

kid^C0)^t«'ar(Ppginc^ libdi^^^e^'paFteSfrmiT 
Mu^AU'^ti^iri'iaL^MtQ of iriie^bncU^ablil 
diilike^ and the door was for ^e^ei^ A^^icd^ 
?igainft her.. This esiclufion Ihe refented' 
with (b much bittemefs as to refufe' 

4 

any legacy from BS^"^ unlefs he left the 
world with a difavowal of obligation to 
Allen. Haviog been long upder her 
dominion, now tottering in the decline 
pf lif^^ and unable to refill the violence 

of 



hjiii Aiflfcjre^ intprbper^tirtdtinraty:. b^ 
com^pJi<?|J witjijh^ .^lemajad,, aDjdi piili 

put i^icypfeei mofpi \k^ liy^icome Aearer 

I 
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THE perfon of Pope is wiHTcnowa 

not to have been formed by the hi^eft 

model. He has, in life account ^ of ^ the 

Little CluBy compared himifelf to' a 

ffpider, and k dfeforiWd as ptotuberant 

^behind and before. He is faid to Kave 

5'been beautiful in his infancy,; but he 

was of -a conftitution originally feeble 

. and weak ; and as bodies of a tender 

frame are eafily diftorted, his deformity 

was probably in part the eJfFeft-of 4ii« 

application. 'His feature was fo low, 

^hat, to bring hini fo a level with'tjom- 

mon Wbles, .it^was^neceSary to raife his 

'^' feat. 
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ffeat. But hi« ftcc was not difpleafing^ 
and his eyes weee animated and vivid* 

By natural deformity/ or accidental 
difiortion^ his vital functions were fo 
n»H^ difivrdi^ed, th^t. )ii$ li^ewas.a Ifng 
^fi^^ - iHSs nioft ; Ik^wiW aflailant was 
the haa49ch9. ^hitfh he u^ed tx) rqlteve- 
by iBhaHiBg th? fieam of <»»fi*eie(j which 
he very frequently required. > 

Moft of what, can be told concern* 
ing hM petty peculiarities was.com-* 
muoicated ,by a female domeJOtick of the 
Earl of Qxford, who knew him perhaps 
aftc^jT^f jRiiddle of life. He was then 
fQ j^erfc t95tttp iiUnd .in pqcp^tual need 
of. i^iwij^le ,3J|;tei94^fli<?e ^ . extremely fen^ 
^^iP?^fi fi9.I4> fp th^? I>e wore a kind .of 
fyrid^juble^i undcir a^^Owfco^ very coarfc. 

warm 
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[inch with fine lleeves. Wten lie 
rofe, he was invefted in boddipe i^ade 
df Soff canvafS) being ic^-ce dble to 
lioldrintnfeif ere&tlll they wore laced^ 
and he then put on a flannel waiilcoat 
One fide was contrasted. His^ legs w^e 
fo^lb&der^ that he> enlarged their butt: 
with three pair of ftockings, which were 
drawn on and off by the maid ; for he 
was. not > able- td^refs* (Sc iundlreri^hifti- 
felf, tind' neither went *to bed- nor rofc 
without help. His weaknefs made it 
very difHcultfor him to he clean* 

' Mas hair jhcid iallen^almoft^ali away; 

and'^ie^fed-to dine fometimes with 

. Lord Oxfe>rd^ ptivaeely, in avelvet^ap^ 

\ His drefs ^f feeremony was Wack, with 

, a- tye-wig, and i 4k6lc fword . 

'6 The 
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'The indulgence and .accommodation 

-.•-'■ .. - - ' ' J . . I 

which hij ficknefs required, had jtaught 

him all the unpleafing and unfociaLquali- 

* » * • ^» ' 

tips of a valetudinary man. He expeifted 

that every thing Ihould give way to his- 

eafe or -humour, as a child, whofe pa- 

rents will not hear her. cry, has.an un- 

■ ..#'.♦.♦■•• " * . . ' « .» , . 

rcfifted dominion in the nurfery. 
CV/^ que Venfant toiijo^trs eft homme^ 
C'cji que rhomine efi toujour s enfant* 

When he wanted to flecp, he nodded in 

oi' .... . ... • A'-.- •.'.•: ^^::;: 

c^mtanyy and once . flunibered at his 

-• • ' * • • •'•.'.■'. ',''.* 
own table, while the Priocc of Wales 

was talking of poetry, 

. , '.The reputation which his. fricndlhip 

gave, pi:ocured him many invitations ij; 

bjit he ,was , a verv troublefpme inmate, 

ji If /,' ■ > ■ ' • ' ■ '-7 

He brought jio feivgnt^ and had fo many 

P ' ' wants. 
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wants, that a numerous attendance v^as 
icarcely able to fupply them. Where- 
evcr he was, he left no room for another, 
becaufe he exacted the attention and 
employed the adtivity of the whok 
family- His errands vvcte fo frequent 
and frivolous, that the footmca in time 
av<rided and neglected him:; and the 
Earl of Oxford difcharged fome of the 
fcrvants for their refolute refufal of his 
meflages^ The maid«, when they had 
x>egle(Sed their bufinefs, alleged tlutt 
they had beeft employed by Mr. Pope. 
One of his conflant demands was pf 
coffee in the night, and to the . woman 
that waited on him in his chamber he 
was very burthenfome^ but he wa« catfe- 
ful to recompenfe her want .of «ileep ; 

and 
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and Lord Oxford's fervant declared, that 

« 

in a houfe where her bufinefs was to 
anfwer his call, ihe would pot aik for 
wages. ^ 

He had another fault, eafily incident 
to thofe who, fufFering much pain, think 
themfelves entitled to whatever pleafures 
they can fnatch. • He was too indulgent 
to his appetite i he loved meat Jiighly 
feafohtd and of ilrong tafte.; and^ at the 
intervals of the table, amufed himfclf 
with bifcuits and dry conferves. If he 
fat down to a variety. of dilhes, Jbe would 
opprefe his ftomach with repletiooj and 
though he feemed angry when a draii^^ 
was offered him, did not forbear to 
drink It. His friends, who knew the 
avenues to his heart, pampered him widi 

P t pre- 
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prefents of luxury, which he did not 
fufftt to lland ncgkded. The death of 
great men is not always proportioned 
to the luftreof their lives. *Hanttibil, 
fays Juvenal, did not perilh* by a javelin 
or afword; the (laughters of CaniMB 
Vi^ere revenged by a ring. The death 
of Pope was imputed by fome of his 
\friends'tO'k filver fauc4pan, in which it 
was his delight to heat potted laci- 

• pre3's. 

That he loved* too well to cat, is cer- 
-tfiin; but that his fenfuality ffiortened 
Ihis iife will not be haftily concluded, 

• when it is- remembered that a confer- 

•vnation fo irregular lafted fix and "fifty 

' yea*5, notwithftanding'fuch- pertinacious 

idiligence of ftudy and meditation. 

o , In 
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In- all his intefcourfc with mankind, 
he had great delight in- artifice, and en- 
deavoufed to-attaiti all his piirpofes by 
indrrecft- and unfufpefted methods. ^ He 
hatdly drcaik t^a zvithout a ftratagenu 
If, at the hdufe of his friends,^ he wanted 
ai>y accomrnqd'ation, he was not willing 
to aik. for it in plain terms, .but would' 
lAention' it remotely as fomething con- 
venient ; though, when it was procured, 
he foon made it appear for whofe fake it 
had been recommended. Thus he teized 
Lord Orrery till he obtained a fcreen, 
\i^ praftifed his arts on fuch fmall oc-. 
cafions, that Lady Bolingbroke ufed to 
fay, ii) a French phrafe, that ke plaid the 
potitician about cabbage: and iiimips. His 
unjuftifiable impreflion of the Patriot 

P 3 King, 
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King^ as it can be imputed to no parti- 
cular motive, muft have proceeded from 
his general habit of fecrecy and cun- 
ning ; he caught an opportunity of a 
fly trick, and plcafcd himfelf with the 
thought of outwitting Bolingbroke. 

In familiar or convivial converfation, 
it does not appear that he excelled. 
He may be faid to have refemblcd 
Dryden, as being not one that was dif- 
tinguiflied by vivacity in company. It 
is remarkable,, that, fo near his time, fo 
much fhould be known of what he has- 
written, and fo little of what he has 
faid : traditional memory retains »o fal- 
Jies of raillery, nor fentenccs of obfer^ 
vation; nothing either pointed otfolid, 
either wife or merry. One apophthegm 

only 



P O P fe. 431 

mly ftands upon 'record. WBen an bb- 
jed:ipn ralfed agalnft his infcription foir 
Shakfpeare was defended by. the autho- 
rity of Patrick, he replied — horrefco re- 
ferens-^xki^x. he v:ould allow the publijher 
cf a Didionary to hiow the meaning of a 
Jingle wcrd^ but not of two words put 
together^ 

He was- fretful, and eafily difpleafed, 
and allowed himfelf to be capricioufly 
refentful. He would fometimes leave 
Lord Oxford filently, no one could tell 
why^ and was to be courted ^ack by 
moic letters and meflages than the foot- 
men were willing to carry. The table 
was indeed infefted by Lady Mary 
Wortley, who was the friend of Lady Ox- 
ford, and who, knowing his peevifenefs, 

P 4 CDUld 
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could by no intreattes be reflrained frt)ta 
contradicting him, till their difputes 
were Iharpencd to fuch afperity, that 
one or the other quitted the houfe. 

He fometimes confdefc^n4e4;to be jo> 
cular with/crvantp or iaferiors; but by 
jao merriment, either of others.or his own, 
was he ever feen excited to laughter. 

Of his domeftick charafier, fruga- 
lity was a part eminently remarkabk. 
Haying determined not to be dependent, 
he determined not to be in want, and 
therefore wifely and magnanimoufly re- 
jcdted all temptations t9 expence un- 
fuitable to his fortune. Thi? general 
care muft be. univerfaHy approved ; but 
it fometimes appeared in petty artifices 

of parfimony, fuch as the pradtice of 

» 

2 Vfriting 
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writing his compofitfens on the back of 

letters,, as may be fecn in the remaining 

copy of the Iliad j- by which perhaps in 

five years five Ihillings were faved ; or 

in a niggardiy reception erf his friends, 

and fcantinefs of entertainment/as, when 

he had two guefls in his houfe, he would 

fet at fupper a fingle pint upon the 

table; and having himfelf taken two 

fmall glafles would retire, arid fay, Gen^ 

llemen, I leave you to your wine. Yet 

he tells his friends, that be has a heart 

for' all ^ a houfe for ally and^ whatever 

they mi^thmiy a fortune for all. 

. He fometimes, however, made a fpleni- 
did dinner, and is faid to have wanted 
no part 'of the fkill or elegance which 
fuch performances require. . That tbif 

magni- 
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magnificence ftiould be often difplaycd, 
that obftinate prudence with which he 
condudted his affairs would not permit ; 
for his revenue, certain and caluaJ, 
amounted only to about eight hundred 
pounds a year, of which however he dc- 
Clares himfelf able to affign one hundred 
to charity. 

Of this fortune, which as it arofe 
from publick approbation was very ;ho- 
hourably obtained, his imagination feems 
to have been too full : it would be hard 
to find a man, fo well entitled to notice 
by his wit, that ever delighted fo much 
in talking of his money. In his Let- 
ters, and in his Poems, his garden and 
his grotto, his quincunx and his vines, 
or fome hints of his opulence, are al- 
5 ways 
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ways to be found. The great topick of' 
his ridicule is poverty ;. the crimes with 
which he reproaches his antagcnifts are 
iheir debts, their habitation- Ui the Mint,, 
and their want of a dinner. Ifkikems 
to be of an opinion not very uncommon 
in the world, that to want money is to- 
want every thing. 

Next to the plcafure of contemplating. 
his poffeffions, feems to be that of enu- 
merating the men of high rank with' 
whom he was acquainted, aiid whofe no-- 
tice he loudly proclaims not ' to have 
been obtained- by any praiftices of mean* 
!Tcfs' or ferviiity; .a boaft which was ne- 
ver denied to be true, and to which very 
few poets have ever afpired. Pope ne- 
ver fet his genius to fale ; he never flat- 
tered 
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tcred thofe whom he did not lore, or^ 
praifcd.thofe whom hedidnoc efteem. 
Savage however remarked, that he be- 
gan a. little to relax his dignity wh'en^ he 
wroteH <li(ticb for* bis Highne/s's dog. 

His admiration of the Great feems to- 
have increafed in the advance of life.- 
He paffed over peers and ftatefmen; tO' 
infcribe his Iliad to ' Cbngreve, with' a 
magnanimity of which the praife had 
been compleat, had his friend's virtue 
been equal ^to his wit.^ Why he was 
chofen for fo great an honour,, it is not 
now poi&ble to know ; there is no trace 
in literary hiftory of any particuiar inti- 
macy between them ; nor does the name 
of Congreve appear in the Letters^ To 
his latter works, however, he took care 

to 
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? to annex names dignffied iVith titles, 

" but was not very happy in his choice ; 
for, except Lord* Bathurft, none of his 
noble friends were fuch as that a good 
man would wrfli to have his intimacy 
with them known to pofterity : he can 
derive Iktle honour from the notice of 

*Cobham, Burlington, or^Bolingbroke. 

Of his focial qualities, if an eftimate 
be made from his Letters, an opinion 
too favourable cannot eafily be formed ; 
they exhibit a perpetual and unclouded 
effulgence of general benevolence, and 
particular fondnefs. There is nothing 
but libetality, gratitude, conftancy, and 
tendernefs. It has'bcen To longTaid as 
to be commonljf believed,^ that the true 

.charafters of men may' be fouod' in their 

Let- 
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Xctters> and that he who writes, tt his 
friend lays his heart open before hini. 
But the truth is, that fuch were fimple 
.ffiendfliips of the Golden Jige, and are 
410VV the friendlhips only q{ children. 
* V^y few can boaft of hearts which they 
^iare lay open to themfelves, and of 
which, by whate^'er accident expofed, 
.they do not &un a diilindt and continued 
vview,; and, certainly, what we hide from 
ourfelyes we do. not ihew to our friends. 
There is, indeed, no tranfaftion which 
offers ftronger teoip tat ions to. fallacy and 
fophiftication than epiftolaryintercourfe- 
.in the eagernefs of converfation the firft 
rcmotions of the xnind often bur ft Qut;^ 
before they are xonfidcred .; in the tu- 
mult of bufinefs, intereft and paffion 

hzyc 
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lj2[ve tlidr genuine effeai but a friend- 
ly Letter is a ^alra and deliberate per* 
formanoe, in the cool of leifure, in the 
ftUlnefs of folitude, and furely no msiii 
fits down to depreciate by defign his owb^ 
charadter. 

Friendlhip, has no tendency to feeuxjf 
veracity; for by wli^m can a njan fo 
•much wilh to be thought better than he 
is, as by him whofe kiadnefs he defires 
to gain or keep? Even in wxiting to 
the world tbere is lefs conilraint ; the 
author is not confronted with his reader, 
and takes bis clianoe of approbatioa 
apiong t%c different dif|)oiitions of man- 
kind; hut. a Letter is addreffed to a 
-fingle mind, of which the prejudices 
.and j)artadities ar.e knowp; and mujft 

there- 
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therefore -gleafe,. if nqt, >y/ft)tpurfeig 
thetn, by forbearing » o^j^ ih^m^ : 
' To charge thofe /favou»y8;:W|^f^ 
fentattons, wliic^;.^yery -m^a '|^e^»«€f 
fiimfelf, with rthp gailt^ of j!jpQcri|j4»I 
falihood, would feewiiwye fe^^prity^^p 
knowledge. The ^ writer qon^ff^j^y. 
•believes himAtlt - AliR0ft:ie^sfify-j.,j(j9i)'s 
thoughts^ ..whik ^bey are g&^^f^im 
tight; and moft hearte ..ajrgv jpvffpi 
while tenaptacion is away- It is -e^^!^ 
awaken generoxas^ikitimeals in pi^ya^j 
to defprfe death when there is UQ^dafj- 
ger; to glow with benevolettqC'-wlfMin 
there is nothing to be given. ^WJ|ilc 
fuch ideas arc fornied they are fel^^^^pU 
felf-love does not fufpe^t the gkafo^^of 
-virtue to be the meteor of fancy. . - • 

If 
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If the Letters of Pope arc confidered 
merjely as compofitiops, they fecm to be 
premeditated and artificial. Jt is one 
thing: to write becaufe there is fome* 
tiling which the mind wiihes to dif- 
cfiarge^ aftd another^ t^ folicit the irha^ 
ginatioa becaufe ceremony or vanity 
requires fomctning to be written. Pope 
' cbnfefles his early Letters to be vitiated 
with qffe&athn and ambition: to know 
whether he difentangled himfelf from 
th€6Sr perverters of epiftolary integrity, 
his book and his life muft be fet in 
cotnparifon. 

One of his favourite topicks is con- 
tempt of his own poetry. For this,".if 
it haii been real, he would deferve no 
conimendation, and in this he was 

Q^ certainly 
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certainly not fincere ; for his high value 
oi himfelf was fufficicntly obferved, and 
of what could ae be proud but qf his 
poetry y He writes, ne fays, when b^ 
i>/?5 je^y? nothing elfe io do; yet Swift, 
complains that lie wis «evex at leilurc 

***r'" jrt* •;Tt(]r:ij "Die ■ ' 

for converfation, becaufe ne haid ahuap 
7&^;2^ foetical fchemt^ in Ins heiid.^ It was 
puniftually required tHat his writing-box 
ahould be let upon his bed before he 
rofe ; arid Lord Oxford's domellick .re- 
iated^ that, in riic dxeadrfiil wmter of 
Forty, ihe was called uom ier bed by 
him four times in one ^mght, to fuppl^ 
him with paper, left he ihoxiLd lofe a 
thought. 

He pretends fnieniitiiity to cenfurc 
and ctiticiiin, though it was cxbfer\^ed by 

• • ^ 
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ail who'Ifllew him' that every pa,mphlet 
ditnirbfed^ his quiet, and' that his ex- 
treme irrirability laid Vim pp^^ to per- 






petiijrfvexatfon ; ^ btjt he wilhed to jjefpiife 
hisr'*cr;dcksV and therefore hoped that 
he did Tdefpife thjcm. 

AS he? happened to live lin t\vo reicns 
when the Coiirt paid little attention to 
poctryi'heriurfed in his mind a fooji^h 
difefietm ^f Kings, and prdciaiii^s that 



^ ♦ . ' - '. • » 
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be nen)erfces Courts. Yet a little regard 
Ihefwn ' him 'l|y ' the Prinee of Wales 






melted his obdyfacy ; and he had not 
much to,fav when he;. was afted by his 
Royal Highnefs, hoip h cjould lave a 



Trince ivhile he dijiiked Kings ? 

He very ft^equently profefles contejiipt 
of the worJd, and reprefe/its hirDlelf 

0^2. as 
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as looking on mankind^ fometimes wit^ 
gay indiffei'enLce, . as on emmets of,a iiil- 
lock, below 'his ferious attention ; and 
fomenmes with gloomy, indignafiqnw. as 
on mt)ntters*uiore.worthy,of hatred ,thaa 
of pity, Thefe were difpofitions • appa- 
rently cbtinteiffertQd. How . could, he 
delpnctlidre whom. ne Jived. byvpleafing, 
and on wliofe approbation-, his efteei|i of 
Tiimfelf was fuberftrufted ? Why fliouid 
he'hate thofe'to whofe favour he owed 



T .,,, .}..< 



his honour and his eafe? ,0f things 
that termipate. in. human life,, the lyocld 
is the proper judge; to defpife its.fen- 
tcnce, ff it were poffible, .is not juft,: 
and if it werej lift, is not. poffiblc. Pom 
was far enough from this unreafonable 
temper; .he was fulEciently ^ Jool to 
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' i^m^ and Kis fault was |:hat he pre- 
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tfended to negledirit. His Jeyity and his 

ftillennefr were only in his Letters ; he 

'•• [ " .1.." - ' ^ ' •■ ' *■ 

pafle(f through common life, fometimes 

vexed, and fometimes pleaftd, witli the 

natui-al emotions of common men. 

*His fcdrn of the Great i. J repeated too 

often tote real; np man thinks much 

of that which he defpi{es;.^>gnd as falfe- 

hood IS always in dianger of inconjfiften- 

cy, he makes it his boaft at another time 

that he lives aaiong them. 

It is evident that his own importance 

'•* ■ ' • . - • 

fwells often in his mind. He is afraid 
of writing, left the clerks of the Poft- 
office fliould know his fecrets ; he has 

many enemies ; he confiders himfelf as 

♦ * 
furrounded by iTniverfal jcaloufy ; afur 

Q^ many 
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many ^e^thiy-M^ .^m Sftl^^hv^ 
tr tbret of uiy %s ^i^^m^^^h^i 

icgether^nat Jp J^lot^ htf .to (^;(^ ■^. 

. ^ • ^ 

and they c^n Uyc togfXktx, yVa^j^ 
what friends wits mai^e^ jj[t^i^^ 4 

it was likely ..that ^he clcrjk;s ,did»,not 
know l\is hand; he certainly had no 
more enemies tha^ a puUick jQha,tader 
like his inevitably excite^^ ^nd wirf^what 
degree of friendfhip the wits mi^t .live 
very fe^Y were fo, mugh. fo'ols a^. ^qver to 
enquire. . . .t •' .. 

Some part of ^:his pretend^; djl^on- 
tent he learned frpfa $wift, .and %^X^f^^^ 
it, I think^ moft frequeptly ijxiyS: ^^^' 
rcfpondcnce with him* Swift's refent* 

meat 
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itieht vfis unreafonable, but it was fin- 

fcei^'i Fopd^s was the mere mimiclcry of 

Lis frteiid, a 'fidthibus part which he 

l^cl^mtd play before it became him* 

Wheft'he was only twenty-five years old, 

he relkfed'that a glut ^f'fiudy and retire-' 

7f2ent iad thrown Urn on the worlds and 

tliat' there was danger left a glut of the 

\vortd Jhould throw him back upon Jiudy 

andi^etrrement. To this Swift anfwered 

with great propriety, that Pope had not 

yet either afted ot ' fufifered enough ia 

the woi-ld to have become weary of it. 

And, indeed, it muft be fome very 

poWetftil reafoh that can drive back to 

fdlit'iide him who has once enjoyed the 

pltifuTCs of fociety; 

0.4 ^^ 
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In the Leqifrs;};^ <€^ Swift'jai)dPo||e 

* 

as. inakes them mfeDiij^ o£ anj /jsKceb- 
knee th$M: .h$i» q<4 ifodaiQ }^fiimtx(i«kii 

appro^^ion to ^r £be^ia n^looftieG^'ithiatf: 

qg€ frpm the«: Tept^fcatalicin^:o^ui3 
.fupi:R^f0 ihem to havelivf^d smldfk tgod- 
ra{^& an4 l>af}^nty;>, uriabte to/zfind 
Qmong their contemporariej; ^itfaeFTSffgife 
or intelligeij<:;jet. and pejtfecUtcd;iy'oflHife 
^that could not i:ii>d^ftwd thcipi* ^rii-r 
When Popp murmurs ^t^.tb^iwnDEH, 
when he profeflfes • -qi^otempt -of faSoae, 
wh^p he (pe^k* of- riches. w<t|»bvcrigf^ 
of fucccfs and diftpp9iptn|^fy:, ^with:.*- 
gUg/ent indifference, he certainly does 

not 
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m^'Jedbpsed'his habituil ajid (ettled feo- 
dmsntst^) 4i3r eitiiar Vilfulfy < dHguifes 
lii&)owi(ru:haYader^ dr^ • ^^hat i$ more 
}ikdy>, inVeflff hihifelf with ««hp6rary 
qimticbi^ >and^^falliefr 6ut i^ thb eolouirs 
of ithe-ifirefent? m(KMn«« Hk kb][>ies' and 
fdar^his joys and forroWs^ a^d-ftfong- 
lyiios^on bU mind; and ^' he differed 
fiopi others^ it was^ndt-^by carieWfftiefs ; 
lieiwas irritabk and rdTcntful; hi^-ma- 
ligMTyito Philij^'s^ Whom he haid iifft j 
inade iSdicUlous^ and th^n bated for 
being angry^ contintitd too long, ' Qf 
hisvaindeiirctoitiakeBentley contemp- 
tiblc^ Inev^er heard any adequate rea- 

foiu .'He was fometimes wanton in his 

« 

attacks J . and, bfefbre • Chandos, Lady 

Wort- 
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"Worriey;aftd'Hni, was mcah'ln Vis fc- 
treat. ■•• ■• '■■■■'■ • ■' '-•'•''- f-^ 
The virtues 'frhich lecm f cT KaVe' fiad 

• » • - 

itioft of hh affeAioh were lib^allty and 
fidelity of friendfliip,- Ih which' it tfocs 
not appear that he was other- than' "he 
defcribesi hiiAfelf. His 'fortune did not 
fuffer hik ih^tntf to be fpleridicl and 
corifpicuouS'J but he afllftcd Dodfley 
with ^ hundred pounds, that he tiiight 
open a fliop ; and of the fubftfiptidh of 
forty pounds a year that he raifed for 
'Savage, twenty were paid by bimfelf^ 
He was accufed of loving. nionej^, but 
his love was eagerriefs to gain, ndi foK- 
citude to keep it. 

* ^ " I 

In the duties of friAidthip*lie"wa5 
'atealous and conftant: his early matu- 
rity 



men older than himfelf^ and therefore, 

wkhQ^t^2^|;|auupg aivy^CQU^erable length 

. 0f UffirJtl^P f*»f xnaMjr- compafniofts cJf> his 

ypvtlj; fifijciip to the grave; but -it does 

notc.^pppjwr- l:hat ,he,loft-ftlVigle friend 

by .^pldne;^, or by injvry; . thdfe who 

ioved tl}iax.once, /continued their ttn<J- 

ncfg^rrHis ungrateful mention of Allen 

ia ills .will, was the eflfeft of his adhc- 

;i;eft<;e to one whom he had kno^^n much 

longer, and whom he naturally loved 

w^h greater! foadn^fs* His violation of 

;the tcuft repofed.ia him by Bolingbroke 

could have no motive inconfiftent with 

the warmeft affedkion ; he either thought 

the adipa&i near to indifferent that he 

forgot 



h.^ims€f0a»dy with fucfa ^cdAfidi^iiie 
a^ ] alaioib to ^nforeti bilifcfi; tHat til' tim 

p»pcrl(iatnrfted» >t<>-hi» exebtitbir^ Was 

lieHfaad:'>]qepaMd?a9' a»* ii^iaifj^tf 6f 

tiwlt^ihdbld Boifever givimi' ^'AbbiJ£> tllfe 
I^ff^iped of idle Ea'rl df !M^ebmofi^; 
v^ afiticed me tkai nd' fUcB';^^ck^^ 
affi()Bg«!higri3eixiaias. •'••** ^'^^" 

M^he reiigioa in-'whkk- be^k^ ^d 
died was that of the Church of ^Idih^, 
to . which ; ia iHii ^ corrcfp^nfl^iftfe^Hv^ 
Racine! h^ profefles^tUiifelf'* fitefclriP^ife^' 
hoik^Ot., : . That he' jwas hot > ^fcra>piilS&iy 
pii)Us iQ foxne |)art^ 4kis life^ •'is^kdoWh 

by 
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of fentenc^.Ukeo ifionMherlSertptufesr^ ' 

dt^^ if^ Its profaQ$m6y Md'a^tf 
mao ^fij^ips for ,it$xzbidk:mdviA^' - 

hi;s^l>r^f^pl.^ were ever a2ocnipt»)^ 4»r* 
tb^ I^«^]v^r ioA ^.bdie£ ^Jbdireft^ 
^^9flr :i: PCh^^pOfitms wHck Iwrrttfani^ 
mtf^4 fiP^^Bolingbroike; he K»mst'fimv 
to have under ftood^ .ttd. w^s^ pteafeA^* 
v!Xt^ aA^^QtcirpreuuoQiithat Jiaade^t&dm 

,^.^;in^ <rf, jfeclirexditea ifopteidrtey/- 

ly.,^XR.'(fAt :lii3.«deBniqmfa<» bbfe^V^A ' 
aad.,^gi^vat!^ : Iboiei^a «ou)d not ' 
z dcay 
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dM9^ihatril€wwe»M}e»^wi^d rejoice - 

«eftaliiLf -wiMniiriris «arlf life- iaii^ of 

living World; it &ems*td liat^ ha^j^6^ea 

to him' a^ to maxrjr'otb^s, &at h^ Was te& 

attentive to dead mailers 5 fie ftiidi^'in 

the^-aead^emjr • of ^Paracelfoj, '&ild^&k(ifil' 

4ihe..umver-fe hisrfetf^utilfcwhfMe.^ ' He* -•' 

gathered his notions frelh from^teality, 

not: foam Ae. copies of authors, but 

the 
9^ 



is no rqabtt^.to..beljwy^,tlv)J t^rfttj^e.., 

£J^. ott Man, when X £(&ed [ lii^ . .w^)^ ^ 

to^ various, jtiads -oC, knasrfii5^^c>* jn^ hU -, 
images fel^<^4 •; f liOfn . au^ ; ^ax)4. nature,. , 

ihcw an in^^f^l^gpu^ jjerpfs^w^^ . 

wing, excurigve, vfggroug^ apd di%^or, ,. 
-eager ^o ^}\^}^^]^^9^^ atteAth-^ 
t©ret»UiJ^* , . ^ 

^ ■" ■ From '■ 
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-From'this ctirbfity arofe tKe"3cirfe oF 
travelling^ to wEich he alludes inliis 
vcrfes to Jervas, and "whlcli, tKotrgh he 
never fbtnd an opportunity to gratify 
iti "did not 4cavtf -him tUl Ms'fife dc- 
^cfined. ' '••^- *^ - ' ' ' • 

"Of his intelfe&iial charalfter, tS^ coa- 

■ *"-•!,' . • . * * • 

tfihuent and ftfndamental principle was 

» • • •■ _ 

-<5t)od Setife, a prompt ancf intuitlte per- 

' * '..*.-. '• ' 
tception X)f * ibrifonahce attd * propri^y. 

He faw immediatielyj of his own cbnccp* 

» 

tions, what'was to bt chofeh, aAd \!^hat 
to* be rejfeft^d'; and, in the Worts of 
others, what ivas* to ht ihunhed,' arid 
what was to be eopied. 

But good ienfe ^lone- is a fedaid' iM' 
•quiefcent quality, which nianag^^-fts 
polTcflions Well, but does .not increafc 

them.; 



ovm operatipns, and pFefervje? fafety,. bu); 
n^fijf^\^^ fv»pf,gJP«cy. Pope had lijke-. 
'^W .-2^1^^ » i*. mind a«3:iye;| anibi- 
tiojasyi^d gdventurqus^ always TQvefti-* 
g^tingy always afpiring; in its widcH 
fearch^ ^ftill Jpnging to ffp forward^, in 
its hij^cft .fl]ght;s ftill w^bing to he 
higher i always ^ imagiDipg fprjiet^injj^ 
gr<9tcf than it knows, always endea- 
vouriqg njore thaQ it qaij do, ^ ^ ^ ^ 
^0 aflift thefe powers, he is faid to 
hayc had great ftrength an^ exaftnefs, of 
taeipory. That whjch he had heard or rea^^ 
was not eafily loft ; and he had before 
him npt only what his own meditatipij 
fuMefledj, but what he had found in 

R p^hcr 
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6ther: writers . that might be- aeeotncm^ 

dated to his prefent pufprfe; * -^^f >'r^ . 

Thefe t)cnefits of nature. he^inipro^ed 
by incei£int and unwearied dilfgeneet 
he had rccourfe to every fioufce of >ift- 
telligcncc, and loft no opportianky ^ of 
information ; : he -coinfuked fihe ^iirg ^s 
well ^8 the dead ; ^he 'read his otsmpofi* 
lions to his frien4s> and was never, con- 
tent with mediocrity when excelkiic& 
could be attained. He confidered.pAdtry 
as the bufinefs of bis life, and > however 
he might feem to lament his occupation, 
he followed it with conftancy ; tornake 
verfeswas his firft labour, and to: mend 
them was -hie' laft* • • 

Frocn his attention to poetry the -was 
never diverted. If eonvcrfation offered 

any 
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anytbiog that covlA be. improved^ Jie 
committed it to.paper ; if a though t^, of 
pqci^jpis. aacxpreflion more haj)py than 
was commoh, rofe ,to his mind, he was 
ciireful. to write it^, an indepcudient dif- 
tith' was . prcfcrved'for an. opportunity of 
infigition, and fome little fragments have 
been .found containing lines^ or parts of 

• t A '• •*.*.«* rite '^ ••^^tf* i« «y 

lines.' to be wrought upon at fome other 

!<«•,• ...» , •• 

tun^ .... 

Hcwasoneof thofe few whofelabour 
is .tb^ir pleafure : he was never elevated 
to negligence^ nor wearied to inipa- 
tienee; he never pafleda fault unamended 
by indiiference/norxjuitted it by defpair. 
He laboured his woris firlbtogaia re- 
putation, and afcerwarcis to keep it. 

Ra Of 
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" tJf ^cofrfpofifion ^tliere aire dincr&C 
methods. Some ^ employ at once ine- 
ihory ^nd invention, arid,* wik!i littffe in- 
fc'rmeBidtc life of "the peh, Totm'iind 
poliili large mafles TtJy contmucd i&edi- 
fatibh, ami wifite tli'eir jp"rbdu6tfens-6nly 
when, ui thteir own opinion, ^y have 
complied tKern* It is relate^J oF Vir- 
gil, that ' liis^ ciilldm was to pour 6\ii \ 

great number of v^erfcs in the mor«iflg, 

« • - . . . • . • 

and "pafi the day iri retrenching exube- 
rances and cbrreiftirig ihaccuracies. The 
methbd of ^ Pope, as mrfy be cd^UdSed 
from Krs tranflation, was to write bis 
Erft thoughts m his firft word^, and 
gradually to' amplify j' decorate, rcdtify, 
and refine thim'. '* ^ 

With 
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i^Hif^ imk9s^ I -he\ wm Id . A\<?h * 
-feiaif4s« r.l^ .uf^ ':4pi^ ji^n^r iiifi 
t^p,fi^ .e^yfr,iyhi<?h 1^ m^f gf ?ny 

pQrp^u?;[.,praftifi^, laj»g}ag^hfl4 ?n bis 
atawyj iH# Am? yfe for .wpij^, Ai? bad 

hS; r^4y-ftt Ma c^l. , T:fe>>. iosreafc of 
faiftitky .hg .,€PqM^ ^»(?lf to have 
p^qeiyed itt.^he iiEqgrjfs.^ i^is tranila- 

tion, 

R 3 But 
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- But- tvinu: \(ras -yec of tttbrc ftftpdr- 

tance^- his -'effb^ns -'were ^vi^yi jv^iiaa- 

^taty, aifd his fubjeds chofettt l(y';hiisf- 

felf. His independence fcbured ^ Wm 

from-druidgiBga»:»at£tnt9 and kbouHug 

upon' ^ ' barrenf topick r hffrriever «»- 

changed p? aife fior money, nor opened 

Si ihop of c^ddtende or congr^uIsEtbn. 

His poems, therefote, v^ere fcah:e ever 

temporary. He fuffered eorMatiOns and 

royal marriage* to pafs without a fcng, 

and detived no opportunities from recent 

events, or popularity from the acctd^- 

tal difpofitidn of his readers. ^He was 

never reduced to the necefflty of firfi- 

citing the fun to Ihine^ upon a birth-day, 

• » • ^^ 
* of calling »the Grac^ and ' Virtues to a 

wedding, or of faying what multitudes 

have 
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hUfVje-feidrbefc^ him. ;Whcri he. could 
pcoduce .aoJthiag^ncwy : hfc was - at liberty 

aiflii&jpid3KGatixM»;iwprfe.\f^^ the fkngig. 
wifiniLaivjerJiaftyi.: t>ifc is faid to have 
■fcatinothing to ther^pxeft tili itiiad. hh. 
-iinafycaffS'TUiHlerrjHsijifpieli^ : k is at 
kaib ctr^aby. that he) T^emturedv cpthing 
withoyti riioe .examiiiwiori. H^iuffered 
thee Wiimk - of r;iinagihafit>n to Tubfide, 
aadt Ac noveltm.ofi;iiw«ntio5i to.gib.vv 
hvoiVim. i hh knew:'thas(< tlieinlad is 
aiwsajTff. ejtatnourcd* of ius. own prodiic- 

" tion4^anddid,ttot truft .his.firft foiidnefs. 
He laOafttltcd' hiji^fmn^Sy .and liftencd 

wtthjjgaat wiiKngwfe to crUiciftn ; and, 
. what rwts-' of more, importance^ he cot- 
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filled hwnaSsUi iOBd/ lee tMhanff] ftSs 

He pnsfqfied i to lifl¥^ iinmbd)^>faii 
poetrjr frmo Dryik% wboiBy !gi|^Madbver 
as^iippartiiniiif was piefemcd; iir^iad 
thrcn^ Us ;ri»lK^ life rsvick. ttiubr&d 

mi^r rcoexve; fcniie^illjiffaiitioi^'xf lffi>;ke 
coibpatrediH^idi InsiinaflbiL . -nii yi'' 
J iiflKCegnty of imderflauol&ig ai&)iiczetf 
oiidikcmmtm^crc isat alkmcdful/a isfr 
p]jtiportio0 to>DrfAea timi .tii /Bbpe^ 
Tkc teititvAe of Dry detijs jnisd mstfi:^* 
ct£t\% fhewn.liy/tbc difmiffiosr! of ^ ins 
poetical prejudkfis^ aiid tfasinjcAiofiiof 
ujs^imtuxal thoughts and rag^d'noqdSikrs. 
But;Dryden. neivet). defused ito cap{djffUiIi 
the judgement th^ -lie had, . He wodte^ 

and 



«iA ptp&ffisd tCNiwiritey mefiefyifor this 
peo|)le; aad .when :ber plcafed others, 
iMcditfsmDftfiil JfcamfelS* He j^>etit tid tim^ 
mvAofllpglcfri.tx^' foufe Utent powers ; 
ht ^ a&V{{r«£atl£mptoi t6^ ms^\ that better 
ttGhickiwad already ^gooii^ nor ofteti itx> 
ni&adj:¥fka£ hescLufl'^ha^rikoami 'to i>e 
faultj. I He.wrote,: as.^isoidelds us^ nvith 
very littib i3oiifidl9iatiani;jTivheii«occafioa 
or^neceffit^ i:allQd^iipCKi him, be paused 
out ivfak't tise prefefit momeot happened 
to iuipply, aod, when lOQce it l^d paflbd 
tb^'pareft^ejiefted it fr6ih his mind i lor 
v/ien he.'hadiiiiD pecaniary intereft^ he 
had 1 no'^ further folici tude« 

:flQpe.nwas .not 'rontent to fatisfy; he 
defired to excels and tfajerefoce always 
endeavouced to do his beft : he did not 

court 
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Gotirt Athe candour^ but;' dared ^ the judg^ 
(inent of' bis; icader^'r and x^fo&ing'Tto 
imiulgeiice' from odiers, i he. Ifae!\^d inone 

to himfelf. He examined liaerscad'onicds 

.-wkh' mihuta. and pimdiii<$UB> oixfaiva- 

ii6n, and retouched every part witiinn- 

jdefatigablo dtiigence^ till he:h»i^11eft: 

vnctthiag ta.bcrfoi^ven^- . ..;);:. .i 

' For this leafoii' he >«fcept :Kii5if{)iaoes 

iv^rjr long m lib bands^ T^hile; hei ocaE- 

dered and ireccna£dered themw . 'MisnaaiY 

4>6em9 which can berfupp(tfttd'ta,iia/ve 

i been written with fuch/regarditoithe 

times as might ha^fbea^iiieiripitblflaatsoB^ 

were the two fa^irea of ^hitfyhefgit{$:i of 

;which Dodfief iwid. me, thiatr?tbtji«iwsiere 

- hroijght to;thim;(by..the iaiWhdi-j // tJiat 

they>cQight beifekl3r.ccipifid, ^^.Ewcry 

" line;' 
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^* l&ie,*^ faidilic^ ^^ was then written 
^- twice ovar ; I gave fciin i* dean trarv- 
" forJpty ♦vWikh 4ie fent fome time- aff- 
^tMvteida to me fop the ^ prefs, with 
" eVfery Im written twice ewer- 1^ feccHid 
-^ tim©j*\ • • - ■ • ' ." T- • r. '-* 

Hiideclaration, th^ his care for hfe 
works ceafed attheh'publiea*tK>ny was 
not 1 ♦ ilriiSkly • triie. His • parental ♦ atten- 
tion • never afoanddned thferh ;T wh^r he 
fotind'ainifs in thefirft edition^ he fiient- 
* ly 'correfted in 'thofe that followed. He 
appcard: tohave revifed the /AW, and 
fwcdit^from {bnl« of its impfcrfeiStions ; 
and^the•£)^J^ 072 -Crf/Zfi/w received many 
' impt?owmcnts after its firft appearance. 
it^ wfll-feldom?'befouud -that he altered 
wkhotit adding ' cjfeamefsi elegance, br 

> vigour. 
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mcot oi I>ry4eH i but Dryden qB^c^didy 
Wanted ihei^lligei^ce of B^fMB* ^ »— ♦ - * 

cxtepfivje ckcufi^rience'G^ ri<^^ ^y- 
deii^ tcpeW more :of man ^ kis.gea^rai 
natW^^ QfCid ' Po(pe . in hi^, > Ipcal: 4sifA^ 
rte«. The .notions of Ds^yd^Dii^w^ 
foriti^d ' t>y^' lo^to^toheofive vfpeoul^ipo^ 
^nd^Ofe of >PDpe 'by piixiU)tif;$fc|tj;i^M!P> 
The/e is rnpre djignijy in ^^e knowledge 
6 of 
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ofiD^den, and aioitk cfertainty m thM 

of Pope* : ' ' ^ 

l*betry was; Viot tK« J61c prtjfe of 
cither; i<*"both excdl«d ' Iikewrft ift 
prorc; but "l^o^c "did rfot' 'bMrOW bift 
profe from. liis' prede^sltoir*, iThe'ltyte 
of Drydch is capricious %>d varied, th;at 
of Pope is cautious and Unifoftrf; J)fy* 
dehobej't ^e motioos'cf Jiis oWil ft^ind, 
Pdpef coa&ialhs hh mind to his qws» 
rules of compofitioiu Diryden is fome- 
timcs vehement arid rapid ; P6pe ^s a|- 
ways fmobtli, uniform, and gefitle* 
Dryden's page is a natufkl 'field, fifing 
into inequalkles, and divcrfiSeS by the 
varied exuberance of abuhdalit vcge-* 
ration J ' Pope's is a velvet laWni ihavn^n 



by. the fcythe, ^nd . levelled . ^by . tke 
roller. 

r 

Of geniuv- ^ba< power jikich poi^^- 

tutes a poet J that quality withoiM: whkh 

... • . . * 

jiidgeroent • is. cold and knowledge is 
inert ; that energy which colle&» com- 
bin^s, amplifies^ and animates; the. fu« 
periority, muft^ with fome hefitation^ be 
allowed to Dcyden. It is not to be in- 
ferr^d that pf.this poetical vigour Pope 
had only a little, becaufe Dryden Kad 
more; for. every other writer fipce Mil- 
ton muft give place to Pope ; aad even 
of Dryden it muft be faid, that if he has 
brighter paragraphs, he has . not better 
poems. Dryden's performanpes were al- 
ways hafty, either excited . by fpme ■- ex- 

ternal 
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tick , neceifity ; he compofed without 
coniideration^ and publiflied without 
oowe&iOii* .'What bis.Afed.GO^l^.fTO- 
ply '^ C2(t\, or gather dn one 'ej;curfio^^ 
was aU tthat he fought;, rand all that .be 
gave. The- ^iflatory- caution of Pope 
enabled him «to oondenfe - his fenti- 
ments^ (o multiply bis images^ and *to 
accumulate all that ftudy ^might ju:o« 
duce^ ' or . chance, might fupply. If the 
flights of Dryden therefore are higher. 
Pope continues longer on the wing* If 
of Dryden's fire the blaze is brighter, 
of Pope's the heat is more regular and 
conftant. Dryden often furpaflfes ex- 
l>eftation, and Pope never falls below 

it. 



tt* Dryilen i» fead with frequent alio*' 
<iiHiiment^ ' and Pope witk perpetaial 4^- 
fighc. 

* This parallel wtll^ I hope^ wlKen k is 
^e}l confidered^ he found juft^ and if 
^e reader >ihotlldfuf{a^^tiie;^8l[fbr^ 
myfelf, of ibme |)axtial fondneft fee Bie 
memory of Di^d^^ i&t him .nor 'Mo 
ihafttly condemn me; forn:ieditacion sid 
-enquiry may^ perBaps^ A^w hkti Hb/c 
reafonabknef( of' dy decemioatidn*' > 
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1" H JE vWorks-of P(Jpe ftfe now.tQ^>e 
ttifttoftljr e^&amioe^}^ iK>t :£q. mM^h wil^ 
attemiGn Jto flight £wlts lor. petty, hep^vi^ 
4iss, .at^, to i:be geaetalqb^caiSk^. wd 
e&£t^ ettcfa performance* .. . / . 

ItiiMan^ natmal for a $rouQg ;pQet; to 
initiate himfelf by Paftorals, which, not 
profeffing to imitate real life, require 
no experience, s^pd, e^^hibiting only the 
fimple operation of unmingled vpaffions, 
admit no fubtle reafoning or deep en- 
quiry. Pope's Paftopals are not how- 
e^jr ^ioinpofed but with clofe thought ^ 

S they 



i74 V O fi E. 

they have reference to the times of the 
day, the feafons of- the year, and the 
periods of human Fife. - Thti laft, that 
which turns the attention upon ^ge and 
death, was the author's favourite. To 

tell of difappdihtftient and mifery, to 

• • • • . « 

thicken the darkhefs of futtirit^'^, and 
perplex the 'kbyrrnth of Uhcertmnty, 
haS tjefen'ahvays'a deliiciou^ eiJiptoyment 
of the poets. His preference was pro- 
bably' juft. I'ts^rfh, "however;' that 'his 
fbttdnefs had not overiooked a line in 
Xv\\\c)ixhc Zepb)Ts are made Y^ 7^ w^;?/ in 
ftlence. ' ' '- 

To charjge Hiefe Paftorals with want 
of' invehtioh, "is' to require what -net^r 
vC''a:s- * iritcndcfd. The imitations aie * fo 

♦ » 

ambitit>uily freqwnt,*that- the 'ivrkcr evi- 

dcntly 
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d^Dtly.meafls .^rather to ihevv bis litcra- 
•tu^^ th#4i his \yiu : It is furely fufficient 
for an, author of fixte«n not only to be 
able to copy th-e poems of aotiquity 
with jiwJicious fele^ftion, but to have 
obtained fufficient power of language, 
and feiH in metre, to exhibit a feries 
of verfificatioH, which had in Englifh 
poetry no precedent, nor has fince had 
an imitation. 

The defign of Wind/or For eft is evi- 
dently derived from Cooper^ s Hill^ with 
fome attention to Waller's poem on The 
Park; but Pope cannot be denied to 
excel his matters in variety and ele- 
gance, and the art of interchanging dc- 
fcription, narrative, and morality. The 
objc<9:ion made by Dennis is the want of 

S 2 plan. 
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plan, of a regular fubordination of parts 
terminating in the principal and original 
defign. There is this -wai^t ip moft dc- 
fcriptive poems, becaufe the fcenes, 
which they muft exhibit fiK:ceflively, are 
all fubfifting at the fame time, and there- 
fore the order ip which they are fhewn 
muft by neceflity be arbitrary, and more 
is not to be expeifted from the laft part 
thaa from the firH. The attention, 
therefore, whicli cannot be detained by 

fufpenfe, muft be excited by diverfity, 

» •'• • • »^ 

fuch as this poem offers to its JCeadex* 

But the defire of diverfity jpay ^e too 
much indulged ; the parts of Wind/or 

Foreji which deferve leaft praife, are 

^ ' 'I ' » ' < . .. 

thofe which were added to enliven the 
ftillnefs of the fcene, the appearance of 

Father 
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Father Thames, and the transformation 
of Lodonof. Addifon had in his Cam-^ 
paigii Acvidcd the Hivcrs that r^ front 
their oozy beds to tell ftorics of heroes, 
and it is therefore ftrange that Pope: 
fliould' adopt a fiftion not onlyunnatu-* 
ral but lately cenfured. The ftory of 
Lodond is told with gr^at fweetnefa; but. . 
a new metamorpkofis is a ready and; 
puerile expedient ; nothing is eafier.than. 
to telrhbw a flower was once a blooming, 
virgin,, or ^ rock an obdurate tyrant/ 

Th6'^e??jfle of Fa?ne has, i^s Steele 
warmly declared, a thoifand beauties.. 
Every part is fplendid ; there is great; 
luxuriance of ornaments; the original 
vifion of Chaucer was never denied .w-; 
be much improved; the allegory" is^ 

S 3. very 
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yery Ikilfully continued^, the imagery is 
prop.erly felefted^ arid learnediy dif- 
played ;: yet, with all this compreheti- 
$on of excellence, as its fcene is laicl in 
i^emote ages,, and its fentiments, if the 
concluding paragraph be excepted, have 
little gelation to general manners or com- 
mon life, . it feeros never to have ob- 
tained much notice, but is turned filent- 
ly aver, and feldom quoted or. mentioned 
\yith either praife or blame.. 

That the Meffiah excels the Poltlo is 
no great praife, if it be confidercd from, 
what original the invprovements are de- 
rived.. 

The Verfes on the unfortunate Lady- 
l!>ave drawn much attention by the il-- 
laudable fingularity of treating fuicide 

with. 
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with refpcft ; apU th^y mnft be alla^iC^ 
to be written in forne ''parts witb yigo- 
rovJS\APin).at;iqnj': ^O'ci irj others with gen- 
tle t^tkf nels ; n^r has> Pp|>e pro.ducQd 
any jxjiem IQ .which th^ fenfc prc<3.9minates 
more'a\'e|r,thfe.di<3:i;on,», .B,ut the talc is 
npt ilsiJCuUy.tQld; it is,npt,eafy. to dif- 

« 

cpyei; ,the .chaiiaftei: pf.. either the Lady 
or h^jrGvi^rdian. , Hiftory relates that.flie 
was.abjotut. to difparage herfelf by a mar- 
riage with an inferior; Pope praifes her for 
the dignity.qf ambition, and yet condemns 
the uokle..to ileteftation for his pride; 
thangh die. ambitious love of a. nicec 
may beroppofed by the incereft, malice;, 
.or eoV,y of an, unklo, but never by hi? 
pride.. On fuch an pcc^ifipn a i>oet iJiay bp 

S 4 allowed 
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allowed «6^]be (^bibiUi6yvbat:lii^<S2iiri&eb€y 

lifter '^^^Wllgfe^. -^*-- "^-^ -^^ ^o Tra::-'-! 

- Th6 -OJ^ Jftr' ^Sf.GecPtkrr'&^'mis>VK[''' 

thd aaitltoi^ls' generally ^rtftife*'i%Fi0;vri 
^Kbatrtea^j-^et ' be- had lAtfdar^iesd v^ljr 
Is compiafred^'witk Dryd^fi j^ fefah§.i$» 
'faf*4>citgont ofher ieompet^or6;-Dii3«ien^ 
p%v b ^ t>et«^r ■ ehofti ; hifl^jr . wjltraK 
ivay§ lake ftro^r bold of ^h6 Jafeti^iition 
*hah fable >■ the paffions^excitciifby Efcy- 
den are tlie pteafui?cs and -paint a£' tcai 
41fc, the fcene of Pope is- laidi in^imfir 
ginary cfxifte^ec ; Pope isi>Bead:nsrith 
€s^ln> acqmtfcenee^ ©lydea wnfa. tmrbup 
ieht deligllt $ Pope hai^s<^p6i»' the vcar^ 
and Dryden fiads the paffes of- ihic 
mindv 

Both 
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iBdth'tike<<>cfc» want' the eflcntial con- 
ftituent of metrical conipoiitions^ the 
flat^'^ r.jicBricnCe . .of. ;jfeDtkd. numbers.. 
It.iajwiy-beraHeg^d, thftt.Pii^ar i$ faid 
byJHiwac^.'tothave wrktea^ ;/«/7i^m /^^^ 
JibiiU^ihm -11^ .np fiicJi: b«\performances 
Aahrcrjbeeii tranfmitie<itQ;UR,, tjie mean- 
ing}o£( that expx^ffips :C^OQt be fixed,; 
aBd!p«rb«$)3. the like r^tura might pro- 
. pcirlyabe.i;rt*de ta^jcQod^iirijPindarifl:, as 
N^ GdbbTTeceived fromrBentley, whQ> 
. .when, he; found hi^ cdticifms upon a 
Greok Exercife^ which Cobb had pre,- 
•.fented^rc&fcedmlfc after anothei; by Pin- 
dar's aui^ority^ cried ftVJ; at laft, Pindar 
wai:arbcldf^JJ^Wj Hi fh^art an impu^ 
dent. me%. 



If 
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If Pope's ode. be particularly inlpec- 
ted, it will bje^found. that the firft ftanza 
•confifts -of fouads well ichafeii iiadeed, 
*but only founds. . . > » 

The fecond confifts -of hyper^>otical 
common-pl^es, eafily to be ^found^ aad 
-perhaps without much difficulty to b^; as 
well expreflbd.- 

' In the third; bo\v€ver> "th^p .aie 
numbers, images, harmony, and vigpur, 
not unworthy the antagonift ofl^DrycJen. 
Had all been like this— but every, .part 
cannot be 'the -beft. ...... 

The next ftin^as plate and d^ainvis 
in the dark and difmal regions of n;iy t)io- 
iogy, where neither hope nor £ear,?*i?ei« 
ther joy nor forrow, can be fo>i«d,;,(tiie 
poet however fiaithfuily attepds us ; wc 

have 



J 
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have all that tan be performed by cle- 
gance of diftfon, or fwe^etnefs of vcrfiff- 
catI<Mf>'; tRit'-what can form avail with- 
out better matter ? 

Th^!' la(ft ftanxa recurs ^gain^ to 
common places. The concliifion is'toa 
evideiit'ly mocklled by that bf Dryderi ; 
and it may be remarked that' both end: 
With the fame fault,, the comparifon of 
each is literal on one fide, and metapho- 
rical oh the otheri 

Potts do not always exprefe their 
own thoughts ; Pope, with all this la- 
bout in the praife of Mufick, was Igno- 
rant of its principles, and infenfible o£ 
its effedts. 

One of his greateft- though of his 
earliefl: works is the EJpry en Criticifijiy 

which^ 
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which, if ht had^ written tk^iti^ ^(h-y 
would have placed him among fhe-firft 
eriticks and the £t^'j>(msy^s te'^xMKts 
every mc^de .of excellence cJiat'caii em^ 
bellilh or dignifjf : dida<35ck Gonijiofitlon, 
fele<9aion o£ ' iSi^ttbr, novelty of*^i#aftige- 
ment, 'yviSasieCsi o£ precept^* fple^oiai- of 
illuftratioB^a^d. propriety df digrdSon. 
I know not iwbsiher i£ be plea^g;td 
con£der that . he ptoduced tMd^pyce &t 
twenty^ and never afterwratds eiLCdkd 
it: he that i delights himfelf <^ with : oh-* 
ferving that fuch powers may be £at (bon. 
attained, cannot but grieve tOitynk'th^t 
Kfcwasevfiiiaf^er aitaflarid;.-' '.>.; .i 

To mendon the particufor-Wa^tfesr 
of the, Ef&iy. would be- unprofitable' ^ tfe* 
dious; but I cannot forbear, to. ohfei*¥c„ 

that 
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thatt the connparifon of a ftudent^s pro- 
grcfs m tbe,fcieiK;ei wkh 'the journey of 
a traT^UQf ' in the Alps, -is pef haps the 
b^ft ths^t .iijigUfii poetry tan* Ihew; A 
%li}ft,^tpIbepe^ft(9:, muftrboth illv»ftrate 
an^n^^P^^ tj^e fubjedt; unuftibew it 
to -jbi^f'TADtifrftanding in a'^fcfetirer avfcw, 
aiKt^^Jil^Jay . k to the feiicy withi gi^ter 
digii^€^;',!]^ut 'either of • thefe^ qiialities 
Hiay';b)S:rtifficient to jtecoitimstid it. In 
di<|a6tick poetry, of' which the great 
p^fpOft^sjinftruAion, a fin>ile maybe 
prai|rQ4 which illuftrates, though it does 
4ip)^iQt>pi(^l6; in hcroicksy that may be 
admitted which ennobles, thaugh it does 
noj&iillwftratfe. Thatrit may be com- 
pl^te^ it ' is ' required . to^ exhibit, inde- 
peiHijiat)y..of its< 'reference^ ja • f)l,eafmg 

image ; 
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image:; for.afimile is fakl to bcraAoit 
epifode« To thk Mtiquity was- fo at* 
tentivc, that circupiftances v^«ere fiame- 
timesaddcd^ whkh, having iio parallels, 
{txvtd only to iill the imaginiition, and 
produced ar?hat Per ]:aviit ludicroufly called 
^&»i^rifons wiih - a long tmJ. In their 
fimilies the^grcateH writers have fome- 
timcs failed i the fliip*race, compared 
with the chariot-race, is neither illuf- 
tratcd nor aggfandifed; land and water 
make all the difTcrence : when ApoHo> 
running after Daphne, is likened <jo a 
greyhound chafing a hare^ th^re is 
nothing gained; the ideas of purfuit 
^nd flight are too plain to be n^ide 
plaiaer> and a god and the daughter of 
a god are not reprcfented much ;tOk tb^ir 

advan- 
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adi^antage tiy a. harefOTTidrd«»g. The 
Cmile iof. the Alps :has no ufelefs J)arts^ 
votiiaCordB/ a^ftriking. pi(9ture, by itfelf ; 
it . naakcs the r&nragoihg pofltion- better 
uncfcritood, xmd enables it" to take fafter 
halid'onithQiattention\; it ai3iifl!s the ap-* 
prchenfibn^.abd ejcvates the fane j^ 

>LetimerHkewife d*eH aiittleiOJi the ce-* 

lebTaced|5iaragraphym\j*hicih itdt dircifted 

that fb9 Jkthd &buld feem an echo: to the 

fenfii a precept which Pope is allowed 

to^ have observed beyond hny other Eng- 

Tbis:«noti0n of repreferitative metre, 
and' the defire of difcovering frequent 
adaptations /of the:foond to the fenfe, 
have >pr^«rccri^ in my opinion, many 
wild * conceits and imaginary beauties^ 

All. 
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All that can furniih this reprefefitatioft 
sire the ifoundsof the words coniidered 
fingly, and the time in which they arc 
pronounced. Every lai^uage has feme 
words framed to exhibit theiK>ifes which 
they exprefs, as tbump^ rattUf ^^ff^rttl, 
hifs. Thefe however are but few^ and 
the poet cannot make them mor^ nor 
can they be of any xife but wii^i fouad 
is to be mentioned* The tinw of pro- 
nunciation was in the da^lick mcafures 
of the learned languages capable of ^con- 
fiderable variety ; "but that variety could 
be. accommodated only to motion or du- 
ration, and different degrees of motioR 
were perhaps expreffed by vcrfes rapid 
or flow, with very little attentioji of Ac 
writer, when the image had full poffef- 

fion 
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&nipf:bi$ fi^cy?;* bifv: Quriangy age bi^Vteg 
Uttle H^ibiluy, ^ our verier cati^ differ 
Tiery^lj^le in tbeir. ^adenoeii ..The fait- 

wcffds; there is fuppoi/^d ^^^.bcionae re- 
faHQ9f;b«twecn, a^^ijiij rlipej *atoi ' a; ^f 

* . MitficMiij howivcry : m^y - be^ in vifcmfi 
iWtr t^:Xiem{ftlHted: ; and y^et .itrnnf;'!?^ 
fu(i>e^cd that eyen in fuch refembl^pg^s 
tb^Bjutnd oft^n governs the par, and 
the J^wds are ellimated by their mean- 
Jijgy One of the ii^oft fuccefsful at- 

.tempts has been to defcribe the labour 

-.of Sifyphus : 

ft ■ 

With 
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: With many a weiiry (kg, md mmfM 

Up a high hill he hesvf s a hsugeitcnifli 

ftone; . :t; 

The hi;ge round ik»e, refoltfngiWit& 
- abound^ . ' '^ 

Thunders impetuous down, and foMakii 

t along thegrojond. 
Who does not perceive the ftone to aloie^ 
Howty upward, and roll violently back ? 
Bihtf^o^hf^^^l^iUflpib^^ixi^ano^er ienfe; 

Willie many a merry talc, and many 
' '^ * ' ' "a fong'', ' 

Chear'd the rough road, we wifli'd the 

rough road long, 

The rough road then, returning in a round, 

Mock*d our impatient ftcps, for all was 

fairy ground. 

Wc 



Wcr Hve now^iurety Jk^ mudb of the 
delay^ and much of the rapidiiy« 

Bot to ihewf; how little th« grettefft 
liiafter of numbers can fix thd prin- 
cipletof ireprefentativc harmony, it will 

• _ _ 

he fufiiclent to remark that the poet^ who 
tells us^^ that 

W^n Ajax ftrivcs— the words move flow. 
Not fo when fwift Camilla fcours the 

plain, 
EJies o'er th^ unjjending corn, and fl^ina 

along the main; 

wten he had enjoyed for about thirty 
ye^s the praife of Camilla's lightnefs of 
loot, tried another experiment upon 
/(^find and iime, and produced this me-* 
morable triplet ; 

T z Waller 
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to j0in ♦* — J fc * • ^ ^4.1' » 

The var>in'g Wrfi?, thc^tHI ref6imdkig( 

The long mojeftick nsufdi^ tand:ener|;7. 
divine. ?■ -^ • ''iZ-y. ■ : 



/.» ■ -»-■ 



Here are the fwiftnefs of the irapTd'race, 
and the march of flow-paced majefty, 
exhibited by the fame poet ihtWfamc 

r 

fequence of fyllables, except that' the 
exaa p'--'"-*:* Winfind the Imto^/wift- 
nj[-' V i.;c time^. longer / than tiiat of 
tandiAcfi^ . '' ^ . . .^i.. . 

Beauties of this kind are cbWimorily 
fancied ; and when real^ are technicaland 
nugatory, not to be rejedted, and not to 
be fblicitcd. 

To 



: r^a.tHe.praifes" which h'ave been ^cCv^ 
mulated* on ^je Rape of tht Lock by 
re^ejir^rrof evftfy cMs^ from the critick 
to the waiting-maid, it is difficult to 
itYafcefiaity^ adiiitioii. Of that which is 
43niverfally allowed to be' the moft at-» 
tradlive of all ludicrous compofitions> 
let it rather be n<>w enquired from what 
fpurces the power of pleafing is derived/ 

'► Dr. WarbuTton, who excelled in cri- 

'. • . ..>»..■ 

tical perfpicacity, ha.s .rcnj jyked th^t the 
preternatural agents are very Taappily 
adapted to the purpofes of the poem'. 
The heathen deities- can no longer gain 
attention : we Ihould have turned away 
from a conteft between Venus and Diana ; 
the employment of allegorical perfons 
always excites conviftion of its own ab- 

T 3 furdity ; 
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furdiiy ; they may product eSeCts^ hvt - 
cannot coDdu^ 2^&iop$ ; whjea tbe 
phantom is pvt in moekm it dfffi>lye$ ; 
thus Difcerd may raiie a mytixiy, Init 
Dijkard canoot ocm4tt4^ a mafch^T ner | 
beiiqg€ a town* Bi^c brought iota.vitw 
a new race of fieings^ ^ith powers and 
paffions proportionate, to their <Dpera« 
tion. The fylphs and gnomes aft. at 
the toilet and the t^art^ble ; what more 
terrifickand more powerful phantonas pcp 
form on the ftiormy ocean, or the feld of 
battle^ they give their proper l^dlpi :^ind 
do their proper mifchief* 

Pope is faid> by an objedor, not to 
have been the inventer of » this petty 
nation i a charge which might wkh more 
juftice have been brought againft the 

author 
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Mx&cff af tfa€ /if^i^ Who doubtlefs 
adbpted die religious fyftem of his coun^ 
fry; for^hat is there but the namoi 
4>f hi$ ageMs whfch'Pbpf has not inven- 
ted ?* Has he ndt aifigged them cha^ 
ra^dietfd' add openoions nei'er heard of 
]»c&>ee ? Has he not, at le^ftj^ given jthem 
ihck^fitSt poetical eieiftenee } If this, is 
not Efficient to denominate his work 
er^mai, nothing original ever c^n be 
written; 

^ Iii^ this work are exhibited, la a veity 
bi^ degree, the two moft engaging 
powers of an author. New things are 
Qiade familiar, and famiiiai things ace 
made new. A race qf aerial people, ne- 
ver heard of before, is prefented to us 
in a manner fo clear and eafy, that the 

T 4 reader 



reader, feeks £or noi fu^thec inffisiqnaticm, 
but imrtiedisttajy-lntngle^owith 1^ new 
acquainiianQe^ adopts tbeii' mt^efts^ aiid 
ancndsotbijir^pvr&itsy: lofves z iyipb, 
ax)td dctijfts^ gponte^c < - / 

.€rvi?iy»;pai;?gfr|ipb.wi^t>ptoy€.' ,Th©iub- 
je(^ of tb^ pgem is Alt bvent Bol6w tbe 
.^ommoh inqdoits pi ecniiiSnop life ; no- 
thing, real ismtrod^ic^d that i$: not.feen 
fo often as to be no k>nger regarded^ yet 
tb^ whola detail of.:a jfiemaleK)^ is^Eere 
brought before \is inytefted-'wit|x'i9 imicfa 
.act »£;decor3tion9.thai^rtl;0u^: nothing 
is di^uiied^ ,ev€nr}^ thh]g4«.ftrikii^9 and 
' we.. feel all the . at^petite jof (Mtio&t^tbsr 
' that . from rvvhiqh .we '.have, z^ thdu&od 
times turped. faftidioufly a'v^'ay* * '.'; 
. , t The 
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The p^r\>dfc of the Poet is, as he 
tolfo us, tor bugh at f be. Hi tie unguarded 
follies if ibe fenude. fen* It .is therefore 
Without fufttoe that I>enms cbaj^es ^he 
Rape ef the Lock with the waot- ;of a 
moral, and for that rea&fi.fets' it: below 
tho^Lutririy which expofes the. pfidc arid 
difcord of the clergy. Pfcrhaps- neither 
Pope Bor Boileaii has made tha world 
much better than ' he' foudd it; but if 
they had' both fucceeded, it were eafy 
to A tell, who would have deferved moil 
fiwn* publiok gratitude. The freaks, 
and. humours, and fploen, and vanity of 
ur0mi3, as they embroil families in dif- 
cord,and fill houfes with difqiuet, do more 
to obftfudt the happinefs of life in a year 
than the ambition of the clergy in 

many 
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maify qsirtuAA. " It hats htien yriit hh- 
lerv€d> thtit the hiJfery of mkh prot€$ed« 
Odt fbom any fingle cfi^uih of faV^f^hfelm- 
itig eyi|/Bat from fmail^ texki^cliirtimi- 
filial Jy rcpfeatcd. I '' '''■"'' 

• It ia reriiarked' b3f'£)enn^' Rftevif^ 
that the ^lac1lihery 1$ iupcrilubufi^ &at, 
by aai tile btiftfe of pretcrffiit\&3l-b^a. 
tbh^ 1^ maih eVent is aeit&er hstfiened 
Hor retarded. * To this char^ - dti t Aca- 
l^k)u$ anfwer is not eafily madei^ '^&e 
(yiphs cannot be Md to help ortd bp- 
piik^ and it muft be 41owe3^ to ina^Iy 
fome wantof art; that tbeif^tiwer'feas 
not been fuffldendy intermingkd * ^liiYli 
tlie aaion.^ Other pS^ti may IdteWife 
be. charged with watit^fcbilnb&ion ;• the 
game at <?;n^^ ^might^ be^ fpared^ but if 

the 
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W^t: >3Wi >^ <atds, ^ might have 
biB?V:,iij(<5q'ed t^ t}»pfc fflio aw toa 

ing more important |n|$^^, , Titofi 

The^piitU? o£MkrJi u^Almi w one 
^ the nM»ft feappy pEQduiSUanB of i»u-* 
manwj^t: the ft«i)j«d is fp.jp^icioufljr 
chofen, that k woyld fce dij^cplt, ia 
turning !pv«r the i«inais <^ t;h«iWi)d<J, to 
fin4 another . ,vrhi(^ ib m^njr (qircamw 
fiances cpn^ur to ^ecomiaend. We jce- 
gularly intereftoucfelvesmoft in the for- 
tutw of thofet who moft 4cferve our no- 
tic^. ;Abelard and T^loiie'yfi^c cimfpir 
cuous in dieir.day» for effoi^m^ of me-> 
6 rit» 
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The adventures and mxsfoirt^oci^ b£ tKts 
xihsStxioKis piAT aref known: rfrDiri'iSfidif- 

Jfwc* the^invvwJ/'in:* hopfekfe. deje^iefe ; 
"foi irii*y -^botli cf Q^tfHt . tjttui t ^ and: codfoljsf- 
ti(W J^^ reiiienttentf ;.>pti pietyio S^fnew 

iSbpcEfedea^iflvhaiony . atwi atmagjn^iiQn 

intbi fcetes of feble* : •» r>n ilaHj*' 
The ftory, thus fkilfuUy adopt35^fha« 
hcGTi diligently improved, n^ Boj^llias 
,kf t mothiag behind ^ him ^^ . 'ivhts^riferims 
mdrc'the ^ffiwJt^ofr^ftudiow^^efifejyfiaraftte 

snd iabotioiuarrQviraU 'He^Mi^; pdftjiic^ 
-larly oW"drv3able. the 4:^r/^ ftUdiaSi^-^ 
uitful ibtl/. and <:a]:efuli Ouki¥:a¥ton. 

Here 
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Vkte is ^iro crriden©fr<)f ^feirfe, lidr &fpe- 

• • • • • 

trrenes>j whkfe • h«re fo mti[(A? jiri^ow tod 
effic^'ejr; haYc- b^cft drawny ^re fftietivfi tb' 
be the' myftiofc writersoby ^difev [earned 

WtUiiigs:tffope\ ia boofc{*>hl(di tia^ies 
htj^f'i^ fbrow of ©rittcifm-inlay?:*)© 
fmiis^hefl, ^a*id' how flie!iha(;^be«»aWedi, 
with all her feverk}% to atiraft ahd^to 

KaThfottraih if my;difqiiifition! has now 
tfOftd!u4i»d 'tne'"'tO' that pdetipal wonder, 
thft^^«fm?iiflatitfft of 'Iht J/?i^ a perfinv 
maiie^Mr}iidi'>ho age <5frnftt!on cail pre- 
teiad to aqualy To'the'SreeKs'trarffla- 
tioh^waii idmOil unknown ; ic was totally 

unknown 
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lukoowo to like iahatMtaaU »£ Oreeqe* 
They had no recourfe (o^the Barbarian 
for poettca^ beauties^ bm. ftugherjfon 
twxy tbliig.)ia;£iQincry. wrliens^ indeed^ 

^ The luliam haxc Hpea very diiigeot 
tT^s4kfcWi but Lean hear! of no. ver-' 
£(lDii; uekft p^tfadps As^fmUBcaVtOvid 
ma^. h^ ' €f^yicdi, which is read with 
f a|gei3Qier$ji The Iliad of Sal vbi everf 
reader may difeover to be pm^iliouily 
«xa^{ but it feems to be thoi^^t^ pf 
a Ibguiil ftilfuUy pedantucfcj.^and^his 
C9untrymcn, the ..proper judges of its 
power to pleafe^ rej.ed: it with;di%ufi. . 
, Their prpd^ceffo^. the jElom^iDS b^ve 
}fit fome fpecia;ens of traaflation behind 

them. 
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Had "fimie -credit in v^ImM ^Tififyi mi 
G^akOaSfftaB' engaged; tatt timl«ft we 
fu^fxi^^ ^atis pethaps tAiej^that tke 
ptays ofvTcrrMe were relifibM of Mi^ 
liarider, liothtng tranllated feems eter to 
harc^rilbta^:^ bigU 4*«put3itteta« The 
Frenvhv in xlm asieiidiatt hour 6£ thbif 
lefrrniitgV i;v^e very laud^biy ifid6sftifiOM 
to eiirich dieir own language viith;- t%so 
leaimkig of die ancients i but feQn^ 
thehifelvei wduced, by whateveir nece& 
£ty^ ^ta^ ttim the Greek and Roman 
p ocDry into ppofe^ Whoever could read 
an^author^ x:6uld trahflate him. From 
fuch rhrafe littie can be feared^ 

/The -chief lielp of Pope in this ar- 
duous iindertaking was drawn from the 

verfions 
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vcrfionsofDrjrdcn^ VkgiMlal9 b«rt(^«l 
much of his/imagery ftbrn'Monttr, and 
part of thcjfcbt :w» tib* ptM ^by his 
tranilator. Pope feattheJf tfee p%e*af 
Dry den for happy combiMHohs etf^ he- 
roic diAton ; but it wHl-Dot be ^^nJed 
that he-aiSted -mfecli t6 it4*at feFfiSted. 
He cultivated bur latrgtiige -4vl* 10 
much diHgeri^ atid-art> thkt^be4ift»^t 
in his tknitr- 2c treafurex>f- poeliefel^^e- 
gancies to pofterity. Hia vfeifitm^nay 
be faid to have tuned' the- ^Bngiiih 
tongue ; for fince its- appearance- -no 
writer^however deficient in<»Sierpdwe#s, 
has wanted melody. - fiucb a^^ftriis of 
lines fo claborateiy cerrefiSd^ ^i^ fo 
fweetly modulated^ took po^ffieni of 
the publick ear, the vulgaiK'*«'^'*oa- 

mourcd 
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nwuw^ of the pgein^§a4n:|»e.iea«»ed 
wondered at the tcaaHation* - 

Eat iA the mo^t^geniecal apphufe dif- 
cordaot vqig^ wiU alwsjrs b« heai;4. 
.It has been (^fted by {qmp^ who w^ 
to be.u^un^bered amoog tbe.fons of 
l^^is>^^%9 (h^ Pope's verfion of .Hon]kcr 
is imt JIoiQcric^; that it e^ tUts.no t(^- 
femblancei of the original and ch^a&e- 
riitick na,aiinca: of the Father of Poetfjr, 
as it wafits..hi$ ^wful funpliclty^^hls ari- 
td^. .graadf ur^ / hi3 unaffeded majcfty, 
Thia-.c«ujot>.a totally denied ;bufjr 

cc^^f^dy i ^hat ouiy be lawfully doiic 
^'ibi^ C99^ be forbornu .. Time, and 
pla^:5?ili a]ways enforce regard. J(n 
efUmatang this tranilation^ confideration 

U muft 
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muft be had of the nature of bur lan- 
guage, the form of 'our metre, and, 
above all, of the change which two 

r 

» • • » 

thoufand years have made in the niodes 
of life and the habits of thought. Vir- 
gil wrote in a language of the fame 
general fab rick ' with ' that of Homer, 
in vcrfes of the" fame fneafure, and 'in an 
e nearer to ttomef's time by eignteen 

r 

hundred years ; yet he found, even then, 
the ftate of the world fo much altered, 
and the demand for elegance fo much 
increafed, that mere nature would be 
endured no longer ; and perhaps, in the 
multitude of borrowed paflages, ven' 

"few can be Ihewn which he 'has not 

* embclliflied. 

There 



2S 
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There is a time when nations emergr 
ing from barbarity, and falling into re- 
gular fuborcjinatlon, gain leifure to -grow 
wife, and feel the ihame of ignofanqc 
and the craving pain of unfatisfied cu- 
riofity* To this hunger of the mind 
plajn fcnfe is graleful; that which fills 
the void removes uneafinefs^ and to be 
free from pain for a while is pleafurc; 
but repletion generates faftidioufnefs ; a 
faturated intellcd: foon becomes lu?:u- 
riou?, and knowledge finds no willing 
reception till it is recommended by arti- 
ficial diftion* Thus it will be found, 
as learning advances, that in all nations 
the firft writers are fimple, and that 
^very age improves inelegance. One 
refinement always makes . way for - anp- 

U 2 -ther. 
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ther, and what was expedient to VitgU 
was neceffary to Pope. 

I fuppofe many readers of thi Ehglilh 
Iliad, when they ha:ve been toticked With 
fome unexpedled beauty of <he Kghtcr 
kind, have tried to enjoy it in the ori- 
ginal, where, alals ! it was not to be 
found. Homer doubt lefs owes to his 
tranflator many Ovidian graces not exact- 
ly fuitable to his charadter j but to have 
added can be no great crime, if nothing 
be taken away. Elegance is furely to 
be defired, if it be not gained at the 
expence of dignity. A hero would wiih 
to be loted^ as ' well as *to^ be ' reve- 
renced. ' '/ :: • - . ..*. 

To a thotifand cavils diie khfwtfr is 
fufficient ; the purpofe of a writer is to 

be 
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be tofi^, , aftd the criticifm ivhich would 
deftroy the power of pleafing muft be 
hlomixa&ie. Pope wrote for his own 
ag9 and bis own natipn : he knew that 
it w^s ije^effary tp colour the images 
and pajnt the fentiments of his author; 
he therfsfore made him graceful, but loft 
bim^fome of his fublimity. 

The copious notes with which the 
verfipp is accompanied, and by which 
it is .^ecomn^nded to many readers, 
though they were undoubtedly , written 
to fwe}l :;h^ vqlumep, oug^t not to pafs 
wiittvp^^ ptaife : coalmen taries which ^^* 
^a<ft J ^e^ reader l)y the plcafure of 
perufal have not often appeared ; the 
s^9t(^ others are; r^^d to clear difiicuU 
. , U 3 . . . ties. 
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rie^j'thoCb of Pope fo vary entertain- 

• • • 

menh • - • . 
. ..... • • » 

Ir Has howevef been objedted, with 

r 

fiifHcient reafon, that there is in the' 

c^amrtiehtdry too much of unfeafohable 

levity and'affefted gaiety*; that too many 

appeals are made to the Ladies, arid the 

eafe which is' fd carefully preferved is' 

fom'etimes the eafe of a trifler* Every 
» 

. art has its terms, and every kind of in- 
ftruftion its proper ftyle ; the gravity of 
coinmon criticks may be tedious, but is 
kis defpicable than childifli merriment* 

Cf the Odylfey nothing remains to be 

...... . > , . .- 

d^fcrved : the fame general pralfe may 
bd givtn to both tranflations, and a par- 

• . •• I * f • 

ticular exaniiriatidfi of either would re-' 
(^lire a large volume^ The notes were 

WTittea 
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writtca. by BcQcwe, who endeavoured 
pot; ui^fuccefsfully to imitate his mpfter.^ 

Of the Dunciad the hint is confefled- 
Iv taken from Dn^den's Mac Flecno \ but 
the,- plan is fo enlarged and diverfified as 
iulUy. ta claim the praife of an original, 
and affords perhaps the beft /fpecimcn 
that has yet appeared of perfonal fatirp 
ludicroufly pompous. , 

That the defign was moral, whatever 
the author might tell either his readers 
or himfelf, 1 am not convinced. The 
firft motive was the defire of revengiug 
the contempt with which Theobald had 
treated his Shake/peare, and regaining 
the honour which he had loft, by crulh- 
ing his opponent. Theobald was not 
of bulk enough to fill a. poem, an.d 

U 4 there- 
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therein k>-im :iieteffirr)rtD<ftidooihbl 
enerxdes with xitHer bawisty , ^t/tviiSfcncK* 
pence he might dbsrtdn^opkbiicku^/oin^ 
. In^ ihb . de^n there r vfds r /pettQ&nce 
'aiid^ malignity ^novgfa;^ fant i^.^abint 
'tbinic it vei^7 crimmaL -. Anf 'author phrtxs 
him&lf uDcaileS^^ before the -tribuofSiof 

Criticifm, zsxdr&Aicki fkme artheha£axd 
.iof.difgraoc*: ;DuIfiefs: or defiormiljlf are 
Ctoatt culpabie in theiiiftlves, 'buf may be 
iiyeryjuffly reproached whcotheyprp- 
itend to the. honour of wit oc : the rin- 
:: ^nience of beauty. If bad .^itets^-ufcre 
V to-pafs without Irepreheafbny wha(t flUnidd 

reftrain theoi?/ i/ff/a»^ dietii^mifump^it 

ingens '^ekpBm ; ^nd cpon bsdT'Wtiters 
. only will ceni&re^ have - ,ni6d!ii ^£Ebr£t. 

The^^atireLwbkhbrougbt^Uio^afaiiAnd 

Moore 
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MAQreSofo^frnteinpt^ dropped impotent 
faxolBcMkjr » , Itkethe javeUn of. Priam 
thro^wot^if jClf OQptolemu^^ - . 
*>. .iAltt.?lQrutb:/is vdit^blej land fatirical 
xtfitJciTnii may be . confidered as ufeful 
^viodq TdJTi jrjoAifles error aod improves 
judgcnimt ;rlxe^thiw: jqfinesrtke publick 
taftetisajpoblick benefsi£)x>r* , 
: Tiifii^abtios of tbi^ .poeqr^ are wclj 

known } its chief fault is the grofihef^ 
W. itsjniagesv .Pope and Swift had an 

iinaaicuiad delight in ideas phyfically im*^ 
. pure^' fuoh as every otker tx>ngue utters 

wtttL' tmiYiUingnefs^ ^nd of which every 
.eair.ihrmk$ irom the mentioiu 
: But ^3£yen7tfais faulty . ofl^five as it is, 

iiifly be forgiven for the excellence of 

othi^ pafi&g^s } fuch .as the formation and 
: diflblu- 
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di<R>lction ^)f ffPfoorc, theaccouat of the 
Traveller, the naisforttini qC the Elorift, 
and the crouded thbOgbts-and llately 
tkambers which digoify the'^coadiiding 
paragraph. - - *' *; * " ,.: 
^ The alteratloris 5vhich have been made 

■ • • • 

m'theDunaddf hot always (at^^c bet- 
ter, require-tfeaiik flloiitd bejpublifhcd, 
ksf'*an' this- edition, witb '^1 its- varia- 

^^^' The Ejhy on'Man^'wks a wock;6£ great 
labour and- Ipng con<idei:jtion/ but cer- 
tainly not the happieft of Pope's per- 
formances. The fubjed: is perhaps not 
very proper ifor' poetry, and the poet 
livas not fufficiently mafter of hts fubjeft ; 
nletaphyfical moralky was a new lludy, 
he was proud of his acquifi^tibns^ and, 
4 fup- 



fiippofihg nl'mfelf mafter of great fe- 
crets, was in hafle to teach what he had 
not learnecf. Thus he tells'iis, in the 

r • r 

fijft Epiftle, that from the nature of the 
Supreme fieing may be deduced an, 
ordei**of T)eirigs fuch as 'mankind, be- 
caufe In finite Excellence can do only what 
is bdir.* Me fihds out that all 'ibe quef-' 
iton is whether man be in a wrong flace^ 
Surely if, according to. the poet^s Leib-' 
nitian reafoning, we may infer that man' 
ought to be, only becaufe -he is]^we may' 
allow that his place is the right place^ 
becaufe lie has'ir* Supreme Wifdom is 
not lefs infaHible in difpofing than in 
creating. But what is meant hy fome-- 
where zxAflaxe^ and wrung flace\ it had 

been 
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beep yain ;o ai^.i^pp?, v(pp' ^i^if^aS^y 

had ney^r afkeji lUoifelf . , . ,,■,., 
, Haying exa].ted.himfelf. 'mto j^h^.^ha^n 
of wifdorn, hq tells us ^iipch tji^tey^fy 
niap Jknows, ai^dmpch tbat^c does not 
know himfelf : tb^. ,we fee but Jitt;le, 
.and.,tha^,j:he.ord^r ,pf the,ui^yeffe> be- 

.PPU'^rj^iJ^c<?fijm.o°,J an.d.%t thqjrc^.is 
a chain of fubordipaj:e h^eing^./r^i.vtfi- 

r;€;aders are, „ equally igporaot,.,^ i^l he 
givses u§.onj5r comfort, whiQh.,Tffjj;|^ijt 
his .help, he, %ppfr& upatta^abl^ J^e 

it^pceof tjij? ^.predominance of geniv», 

the 
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and the feduftive poii^^efs bF eloqu'eftce. 
Nevtf'wttfe'pfehtty''^of-'knSA^^ and 
vtflgiifii^' cff 'Tetitrment fo happily dif- 
guifetl,*' The reader feels' h!s mfnd JuH, 
thougH he learns' nbtKng^; and when he 
mkfts'it- iri''irs n(*w'ai'f4VJ'''ii6 'Icnjger 
knots' tKe talk of his''rfiochet''ind his 
nuffti' 'When thef^ '■V5nonder-w6rkihg 
fourfdfe Vihk •■ into ftnfe, afn'd thfe*do6iirie 
of the Eflky xHfrobed' of its orhafne^rits, 
is left to the powers of its naked ei- 
cMleritei ■ 'vfrhat fliill w^e difcovef P'That 
w^e flte/^tn comparirbn with Our Creatbr, 
xt\f Wealt ahcf ignorint; tKat we do not 
uphold the chain of exiftence, and that 
\^e tould nt)t 'make *btie' atiothfcf with 
more Ikill than we kre made. We miy 

learn 
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learn yet mo^re; that the arts of human 
life were 'Copied from the inflindlive ope- 
ffations of other animals ; ^that if the 
world be.miade.for man, itrnav be (aid 
th^t majj Mfas made for geefe. To 
.thefe '.prafound -principles : gf .natural 
.knowledge arc added fome moral in- 
.Aru&ipns equally oew; that feif-intereft, 
.well underftopd, will- produce- ibcial con- 
cord ; that m^n are -mutual gainers by 
mutual benefits ; that evil is fometim^s 
balanced by: good ; that .hun^an advan- 
.t^ges are.uniitable and fallacious,, of un- 
certain duration, and doul^tful effedis ; 
that our true .honour is uQtitohaye.a 
-great.part, hut to a£l it well ;. th^t virtue 
/only is:our own; and . that . hgppiijefs is 
always in our power* . . 

Surely 
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Suwly arinatj of no yery cJbmprehea'- 
five {e^tthifniy venturfe* to fey that hp 
Jias heard ail this beford ; bub it tvas nev- 
ver till: nt>w recommended by fuch a 
blaze of embcUifhment, • ^ iuth fweeffe- 
nefs of melody. The vigorous contra<^ 
tion of fome thoughts, the luxuriant 
amplification of others, 'the incidental 
-illuftrations, and fdmetimesthe dignity^ 
fometimes the foftncfs of the verfe|, 
enchain philofophy, fitfffend ctifieifin, 
and opprefs judgement: -by t)^^erpowering 
pleafure. : . .. , 

This is true of many paragraphs ;, yqt 
if I had undertaken to Exemplify Pope js 
felicity of ^ cornpofition before a/ f }gi4 
critick, IfliOuId not felc6b the E/^x on 
Man; for it contains more :Imesr:unfue- 

defsfuUy 
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trefsfully laboured, more harihoefs (^ 
diiftion, more thoughts unperfe&ly ex- 
prcjflfed, more levity without elegance, 
and more heavinefs without ftrength, 
than will eafily be found in all his other 
^orks. 

The ChargBlers of Men and Women are 
the produA of diligent fpeculation upon 
human life ; much labour has been be- 
llowed upon them, and Pope very fel- 
dom laboured in vain. That his exceU 
lence may be properly eftimated, I re- 
commend a comparifon of his CharaSlers 
fif Women with Boileau^i Satire ; it will 
th^n be feen with how.much more perfpx- 
cacity female nature is invefligated, and 
female excellence feledbed ; and he fure- 
ly is no mean writer to. whom Boileau 
6 ihall 



T' OPE. 32<i 

e/Mlf-i'^o'^e^h'i 'ai^HVdttifn with" more; 
•i#'^'^"'^'^th'aeepef,\libligKr,' ' and"' exlni 
bit'«iairty piiTages exquifitely beaiitifu!? 
•fl&^dWir M"tb'^ iVoyef \m not'e^fily" 
be equalled. In the women's part' ar^ 
foAe aefefts ;*" tKe" character of \^//!^ in 

f 9 t 

nbtf^'fo iieatly ifiiiiflicd as tliaf ofClidio; 
and fbliie of *tHe female cHafadlerS maj^ 
ie'foiind perliaps mofc frequently among 
men; what is laid oi: rinlomeac was 

•4T * ».,*- - .- .-J .,..-.- ,; 

true or Prior. 

■ Tn tlTeXpiRles to Lc^rtl BatHurft arid 
L*6rd "Buflihgtoh/'^Dr. 'Warftu'rton has 
cndeavbiTred to' find' a train of thought 
whiciT was never in tne writer s head, 
aria7* to Tiippdf c " fiis hypothefis, has 
printcci" tHat' firfl wKich was pub'Hflied 

X ' laft. 



.». . < 
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laft. In one, the moft valuable pafTage 
is perhaps the Elogy on Good Senfe^ and 
the other . the E7id of the Duke of Buck- 
ingham* 

TheEpiftle to Arbuthnot, now arbi- 
trarily called the Prologue to the Satires, 
is a performance confifting, as it feems, 
of many fragments wrought into one 
defign, which by this union of fcattered 
beauties contains more llriking para- 
graphs than could probably have been 
brought together into an occafiotial 
work. As there is no ftronger mo- 
tive to exertion than felf-defence, no 
part has more elegance, fpirit, or dig- 
nity, than the poet's vindication of his 
own charafter. The meaneft paflage is 
the fatire upon Sprus. 

.4 Of 
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Of the two poems which derived 
their names from the year^ and which 
are called the Epilogue to th^ Satires^ it 
was very juftly remarked, by Savage, 
that the fecond was in the whole -more 
flrongly conceived, and more equally 
fupportcd, but that it had no (ingle 
paffagcs equal to the contention in the 
fir ft for the dignity of Vice, and the cele- 
bration of the triumph of Corruption* 

The Imitations of Horace feem to 
have been written as relaxations of bis 
genius. This employment became his 
favourite by its facility ; the plan was 
ready to his hand, and nothing was re- 
quired but to accommodate as he could 
the fcrntiments of an old author to re* 
cent faSs or familiar images; but wbat 

X 2 is 
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IS cafy is feldom excellent ; fuch imi- 
tations cannot give pleafure to common 
readers } the man of learning may be 
fometimes furprifed and delighted by an 
iinexpcdted parallel ; but the compari- 
fon requires knowledge of the original, 
which will Hkewife often deteft ftrained 
applicpiions. Between Roman images 
and En2:lifh manners there will be an ir- 
rcconcileable diffimiiitude, and the work 
win be generally uncouth and party- 
coloured ; neither original nor tranfla- 
ted, neither ancient nor modern. 
' Pope had, in proportions very nicely 
adjufted to each other, all the qualities 
that conftitute genius. He had Inven-- 
Hon, by which new trains of events are 
foTmed, and new fcenes of imager)'' diA 

played. 
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played, as in the Rkife of the Lock ; or 
extrinficic and adventitious embellilh- 
raents and illuftrations are eonnedted 
with a known fubjedt, as in the EJfay.on 
Criliciffu. He had Imagination ^ which 
ftrongly impreffes on the writer's mind,, 
and enables him to convey to the reader 
die various forms of nature, incidents 
of life,, and energies of paffion, as in his 
Eloifa,, Wind/or For eft y. and the Eihick 
Epijiles^ He hzd Judg/sment y. which fc- 
ledks from life cmt nature what the pre- 
fcnt purpofe requires, and by feparating 
the eflence of things from its concomi- 
tants often makes the reprefentation 
more powerful than the reality : and he 
had colours of language always before 
him, ready to decorate his matter with 

X 3 every 
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every grace of elegant expreflSoii, as 
>\'hcn he ttccommodates his didtion to 
the wonderful multiplicity of Homer's 
fcntiments and defcriptions. 

Poetical expreffion includes found as 
well as meaning ; Mufickj fays Dryden, 
is inarticulate poetry ; among the excel* 
Icncies of Pope, therefore, muft be men- 
tioned the melody of his metre. By 
perufing the works of Dryden, he difco- 
vcred the moft perfeft fabrick of Eng- 
liih verfe, and habituated himfelf to 
that only which he found the bell; in 
confequence of which reftraint his poe- 
try has been ccnfured as too uniformly 
mufical, and as glutting the ear with 
unvaried fweetnefs. I fufpeA this ob- 
jeftion to be the cant x)f thofc who 

Judge 
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Judge by princifjles rather than percep- 
lion; and who would even themfelves 
have lefs pleafure in his works, if he 
had tried to relieve attention fcv ftudied 
difcords, or affedted t6 break his lines 
and vary his paufes. 

But though he was tl^us careful of 
his verfification, he did not opprefs his 
powers with fuperfluous rigour. He 
feems to have thought with Boileau, 
that the praftice of writing might be 
refined till the difBculty Ihould over- 
balance the advantage. The conflruc- 
tion of his language is not always ftrid:- 
ly grammatical ; with thcfe rhymes 
which prcfcription had conjoined he 
contented himfelf, without regard to 
Swift's remonftrances, though there was 

X 4 no 
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no ftr iking confonance ; nor was he very 
careful to vary his terminations, or to 
refufe .admiiEon. at a fmall diftance to- 
the fame rhymes. 

To Swift's edi<a far the excluficm of 
Alexandrines and Triplets, he gaid little 
regard I be -admitted them,, but, in the 
opinion of Fenton,. too rarely ; he ufes 
them more liberally in. his- tranllatic«i 
than his poems. 

. He has a few double rhymes ; but al- 
ways, I thi^ik,. unfuccefsfuUy,. except 
once in die Rape of the Lock. 

Expletives he very early cje&ed from 
his verfes.; but he now and then admits 
an epithet rather commodious than, im- 
portant. Each of the fix firft lines of 
the Iliad might lofe two fyllables with 

very 
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very little diminution of the meaning; 
and fome times,, after all; his art and la-»> 
hour, one verfe fcems to be made for 
the fake of another... 

L have hren told that the couplet by 
which he declared his owa ear. to be 
moft gratifkd was this : . 

Lo, where Moeotis .fleeps> and hardly 

» 

flows 
The freezing Xanais through a waftc : 
of fnows. 

But the reafon of this- preference Lean- 
not difcover... 

It is remarked by Watts,.^ that there 
is fcarcely a happy combination of 
words, ox a phrafe poetically elegant la- 
the Engliih language;, , which Pope has 

not 
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not inferted into his verfion of Homer. 
How he obtained poffelEon of fo many 
beauties of fpeech, it were dcfirable to 
know. That he gleaned from authors, 
obfcure as well as eminent, what he 
thought brilliant or ufeful, and pre^^ 
ferved it all in a regular collection, is not 
unlikely. When, in his laft years. Hall's 
Satires were fhewn him, he wiflied that 
he had feen them fooner. 

New fentiments and new images others 
may produce ; but to attempt any fur- 
ther improvement of verfification will be 
dangerous. Art and diligence have now 
<Jone th^ir beft, and what Ihall be added 
will be the effort of tedious toil and 
needlefs curiofiry. 

After 
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After all this, it is furely fuperfluous 
to. anfwei the queilion that has once 
been afltcd, Whether Pope was a poet? 
otherwife than by alking in return^ If 
Pope be not a poet, where is poetry to 
be found ? To clrcumfcribe poetry by 
a definition will only Ihew the narrownefs 
of the definer, though a definition which 
Ihall exclude Pope will not eafily be made.^ 
Let us look round upon the prefent 
time, and back upon the paft; let us 
enquire to whom the voice of mankind 
has decreed the wreath of poetry; let 
their productions be examined, and theii: 
claims ftated, and the pretenfions of 
Pope will be no more difputed. Had 
he given the world only his verfion, the 
name of poet muft have been allowed 

him: 
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him : if the writer of the Iliad were to 
clafs his fuGcefibrs,. he would affign a 
very high place to his tranflator, without 
requiring any: othec evidence of Genius*. 
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THE following Letter, of which the 
original is in the hands of Lord Hard- 
wicke^ was communicated to me by the 
kindnefs of Mr, Jodrell. 

^^ To Mr. Bridges, at the Bilhop of 
" London's at Fulhani* 

"SIR, 

" The favour of your Letter, with 
your Remarks, can never be enough ac- 
knowledged ; and the Ipeed, with which 
you difcharged fo troublefome a taik. 
doubles the obligation. 

** I muft own you have pleafed mc 
very much by the commendations fo ill 

bellowed 
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bcftowed upon me ; but, I affure you, 
much more by the fratiknefs of your 
cenfur^, which I ought to take the more 
kindly of the two, as it is more advan- 
tageous to a fcribler to be improved in 
liis judgement than to be foothed in his 
vanity. The greater part of thofc de- 
viations from the Greek, which )^oii have 
obfervedj I was led into by Chapman 
and Hobbes; who are (it feems) as 
much celebrated for their knowledge of 
the original, as they iarc decry ed for the 
badnefs of their tranfiations. Chapman 
pretends to have reftored the genuine 
fenfe of the author, from the miftakes 
of all former explainers, in feveral hun- 
dred places : and the Cambridge editors 
of the large Homer, in Greek and Latin, 

attri* 
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attributed fo much to Hobbes, that 
they confefs they have correfted the old 
Latin interpretation very often by his 
verfion. For my part, I generally took 
the author's meaning to be as you have 
explained it ; yet their authority, joined 
to the knowledge of my own imperfedt- 
nefs in the language, over-ruled me. 
However, Sir, ,you may be confident I 
think you in the right, becaufe you-hap- 
pen to be of my opinion : (for men (let 
them fay what they wiil) never approve 
any other's fenfe, but as it fquares with 
their own). But you have made me 
much more proud of, and pofitive in 
my judgement, fince it is ftrengthened 
by yours. I think your criticifms, 
which regard the cxprcffion, very juft, 

and 
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and ihall make my profit of them': to 
give you feme proof that I am hi ea^ 
iieft, I will alter three verfcs on yoirr 
bare obje^ion, though I hav^ Mr. Tky- 
den's example for each of them. And 
this, I hope, you will account rto IhVafl 
piece of obedience, from one, '^ who 
-values the authority of one trufe poet 
above that of twenty critics -or com- 
mentators. But though I fpeak thus of 
commentators, J will -continue to read 
carefully all I can procure*, to mak^ 'up, 
that way, for my own want of critical 
■underftanding in the original beauties of 
Homer. Though the greatefl? of tTie;p 
are certainly thofc of the Invention and 
•Defign, which are not at all confined to 
the language : for the diftin^uifhing ex- 
cellencies 
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cellencks of Homer are (by the confcjnc 
of the beft crijtics of all nations), firft in 
the manners, (which include all the 

.fpeeches, as being no other than the 
reprefentations of each perfon's man- 

• ners by his words :) and then in that 
rapture and fire, which carries you away 
with him, with , that vvonderful forc^i 
that nd man who has a true poetical 

. ipirit is mafter of himfelf, while He 
reads him. Homer makes you inte- 
refted and concerned before you ace 
aware, all at otice ; whereas. Virgil do^s 
}t by foft degrees. This, I believe, is 
what a tranflator of Homer ought priiv* 
cipally to imitate ; and; it is very hard 
for any tranflator to come up to ir, bc- 
cauic the chief reafoa why all tranfla- 
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tions fall Ihort of tbetr etigihaH il^ ihfK, 
the very con^aint they afe iiblig^ to, 
renders them heavy and ^%if ited« * ^ 

" The greart: l^eatity of Homer's lan- 
guage, ds I take it, confifts In that nobk 
iimplicity, -^kh rtms through all his 
works ; (and yet his didion, contrary 
to what one would imagine c<Hifij[lent 
with fimjplicity, is at the fame time very 
copious.) I don't faiow hew I have 
run into thiis pedantry in a -Letter, but 
I find I have &id t<So much, as well a» 
fpoken too inconfiderately; what farther 
thoughts I have upon this fubjed, *I 
Ihall be glad to communicate to you 
(for tny own improvement) when we 
meet; which is a happinefs I very ear- 
neftly defire, as ! do likewife fomc op- 
portunity 
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iptfftomty ^f proving how much I think 
^royfelf obliged to yoar 'friendihip, and 
^ow truly I am. 

Sir, 
Your moft faithful, 
Hiimble fervanty 

A. Pope* 
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T H JE Criticifm upon Popets Epi- 
taphs/ which was printed iri.iTA^ ^j^^? 
Is I'^hced' i^r^,' b'dng"tc(a'''riiirivrfc"and 
particular to be vinferted^ih the Life. 

< 

EVERY A,rt \s beft taught by exam- 
ple. Nothhig contributes more to the 
cultivation of propriety than remarks on 
the works of thofe who have moll ex- 
celled, I fliall therefore endeavour, at 
this vijity to entertain the young ftudents 
in poetry, with an ex^tmination of Pope's 
Epitaphs, -. :. • 

To define an epitaph is ufelefs ; every 

one knows that it is an infcription on a 

tomb. An epitaph, therefore, implies 

no particular charadrcr of vvritii^g, buc 

I ir-av 
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may b<?, compofeti in Terfe or-profe». Ic 
is indeed conlh^only panegj^fical ; be- 
caurfe we are feldomdiftinguifhed Aith a' 
ftone but by our friemls ; but' it has no" 
mlf tO:yeiJr,^in;orjrigdify:itj c:j£(;^pt this, 
thai: it <^\]ght not t^.be lorjgQrjtl>an com- 
iBorrb^bQldo^s m^^ b.fi.Q:|5pp^Q<J,;0jhave 

leifure and: patience jto i>^'?iif?.. ■ _ 

» •>•■»• 

I/, . . . - ■ 

€>)i Charles Ear! of' DcRsif ,* " in ' the 
Church ofWyihjham in SuJfcX. 

ponet, the grace of courts, the Mufe "s ^1 IJq, 
P«itron of. arts, and jud^e of nature, 'dyVi.'" 
The-fcourge of pride, thcMartiflityM or'^reht, " 
Of fofi'^ in learning*, arid -of knaves in 'jRcifte ; 
Yietfaft ift nature, tho* feverc his by,' - - 
tjis. aogcr moral, nnd hisvvifdoin gay." : .: . 
Blc^ fajtyf Ul i wjio toiKli'd^iiitj' ir).rt\n;fo trac, 
A9vflxo»'Mi Vice had his hare apd pity too./ 
Blpft coiirti^ei^- who could . king an4 country 

Yet facredlcept his friendfliip, and his eafe. 

¥3 Bleft 
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Bleft peer !^ hW ff^^t forefathers every gmct: 
Refie6ting». and refleSed on. his race *,., 
Where other. BuGkhurfts> other Dorfcts.jO^iaet. 
And patidpts fiill, or poQCs^deck the; line. 

The firft diftieh of this epiraph con- 
tains a kin4 of inforination which few 
would want, Aat the man, ftx ivliom the 
tomb was Wedted,, i//V(/- There at6 in- 
deed fi>me qualities worthy of graife 
afcribcd to.the dead^ but none that were^ 
likely, to- exempt him from the lot of 
man, or incline us much to wonder 
that he fhould die. What is meant by 
judge (f nature, h not eafy to fay.. Na- 
ture is not the objedk of humto judge- 
ment ; for it is vain to judge wltere we 
cannot alter.. If by nature is ineant,: 
what is commonly called nature %y the 
criticks^ a juft tcprefcntationof thing* 
really cxifling, and aftions really per- 
formed^ nature cannot be properly op- 

pofcd 
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pol^di^a Of^ ^ umiFe bting^ in this fenfe^ 
w\y the^ hfift ^SoStoi art. 

• '''^The/€ditr^e' of prrde—' 
Of 'thrs couplet; the fccond line is 
BOt, what is intended, an illuftration of 
t]h.^ ferm^r^ Pride, in the Great, is In- 
deed well enough connefted with knaves 
in ftate, though knaves is a word ratheu 
too ludicrous and light; but the men- 
tison of Jan^ified pride will not kad the 
thoughts tofops in learnings but rather 
to focpe Ipecies of tyranny or oppreflion^ 
fojuething m,ore gloomy and more foE- 
rpidabk.th^a foppery- 

* * 

Tetjhft bis nature — 
. This is a high complimrat^ but was 
BOt fefi b^ftowed on Dorfet by Pope.^ 
The Qe^,.\^^ is extremely beautifuL 

Bkjtfaiyri^ l*^ 
In this dMich is anatfeer Hne of which 
Pope wps not the author* I do not 

Y 4 mc?ii 
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mean -to. bl^m^.th^fc. limitations with 
much harihnefs i ^a long perforiDances 
ihey are fcarcely to be avoided^ and in 
ibortcr they may be indulged, becaufe 
the train of the compofition may natu- 
rally involve them, or the fcantinfifs of 
t^e fubjcdt allow liule choiccu. How- 
cver^ what is borrowed is not to be c»- 
jpycd as our own, and it is the bufinefe 
of critical jufiice to give every bird erf 
the Mufes his proper feather. 

Bleft courtier!-^ 
Whether a courtier can be properly 
commended for keeping his eafe facredy 
may perhaps be difputable. To pleafe 
king and country, without facrificing 
friehdihip to aily change of times, was 
a very uncommon 'inftance of prudence 
or feiicit}^, and deferved to be kept fc- 
})arate from fo poor a ccHnmendatton as 
care of his eafe. I w iih our poets would 

attend 
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attend a little more accurately to the 
life of the word facredy which furely 
Ihould never be applied in a fetious 
compofition, but where fonie reference 
may ht. made to a higher Being, or 
wherefome duty H exafted or impliied. 
A man may keep his friendftiipy&^r^'rf, 
becaufe plomifes of friendfhip are very 
awful tics ;' but methinks he cantiot, but 
in a burlefque fenfe; be faid to keep his 
tdStfacrcd. 

Blcji peer /— ' 

The ' bleffmg afcribed to the peer has 
no conpe^ion with his peerage: they 
might happen to any other man, whofe 
anceftprsf. were remembered, pr whofe 
pofterity were likely to be regarded. 

I know not whether this epitaph be 
worthy either of the writer, or of the 
man entjombed. 
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Oji Sir WiithJum TrVmbul,. one ^f jBr 
. prittchal Secretarm of Sfafe-^to Kinz 

its phcc^ died in his reiiretii/t^^ ^f £a^- 
bamftcd in Berk/hire. 1716, , 

FixM to one fide, but raodepate to. the reit :^ 
An honeft courtier^ yet a patriot too^ 
Juft to Ills prince, and-' to his cbuntcy tmo-, 
tilM with thcT fcflfi of agt,? the fire c^ yOuftf^ 
A fcom of wran^ling^, ^fet a zeal'fer iMlth;^;-''^*'* 
A gen^foii» lEiTit^, fiFom fapepftkiofi'flide^ ^:ir' . : 
A love to peace,* uid.hsa^ of tyinm^p .yih". 

/ Such this maa W9S;: ^yfitp^ UQm, itpnt'PSt^ 

tieiiiiav'd; . .'.... . . j- 

■ . » . . . . • .. • , . ,i 

4a IfeP^th CBJQj^s. thi^t filler^ he. Iiw*ct r j - — 

In this epitapli, as in many otKe'rs, 
tlicrc appears, at the firft view, a foulc 

which 
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vffVtch I thiftk Ibaroelj any beauty cax^ 
cobtpenfale* The name ia^ omkted». The 
end of ani epitaph is to- convey fonie ac- 
count of: the dead;, and to?wh«ti purpofe> 
is any thing told of himwhofe name isk 
concealed r An epitagh^. and; a hiilory,. 
of a namelefs heroj are equally abfurd,, 
fince the "drtties' aSd: ^tf^Htie^ fo re* 
cotmtctf in'' eirftery^^aiw^ flattered- zt^ thfe-» 
mercy of fortaine to bfi'aj^j^ropriatcd by* 
guefs. The name,, it 1» true,, may lie- 
Eead:upon the floiie;, but- what obligatioo* 
has it to: the poet,, whofe verfes wander- 
over the earthy and leave their- fubjedt:: 
bchind'them^, and who^is forced, Jike am 
unikilfuU painter^ to make hit^ pucf^of^; 
]uiown t^r adventitious heip^ !^^ 

This epitaph is.wh^ly without eleva*- 
^tion,. and: contain&notlahg diriking or* 
particular; but the poet i», not to be- 
blamed for the defed;s of hiis fubjedt*. 

He 
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He faid perhaps the beft ibat fcoulcT be: 
faW* ' <rhere.:ar«, «hovwrver;TQi»e*tdBfc«9»' 
which iR'sere . Trot • made xiec^Elp^ ibj .tb^ 

tjhariafitar . in: whidhnhe^iwas .Idrii^ojied'. 
There /is no cippofition:bet\Hee»an;A^ii^ 

.^ilt ivasf^'.^nfeotablar to/:th(vmiac*yi3i:«r 
<^i^cfl iili&^t;Compofitdon5;utak:Iafedib 
vwfe with /the' i'drd t^i?& ; !&vexyi rkyme 
Ihduld be a woyd of.cmphafisputrncaft 
this rule be fafely negledled^^ -except 
Mfherc the length of the- pofrm makes 
flight inaccuracies- -cxctifabk, or allows 
room ■ fot beauties i ftrfBdbcni?:^itt> '.ixvcr* 
power tho effe<3?s of pettyrftilkltsu ^.. 

At the beginmngaf tbe'feajtfikhvHne 
the word fJIed is weak " and* -ptol^c, 
having xiQ particular adaptation to any 
of .the words that follow it. 
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•'•'.TAef'th ought in tfoe la^J&iie itf.tmpeiv 
tinctity hmlng no cbnneftion ivith.the 
foregbing.iharafter, nor with the condi- 
tion of the man dcfcribed. Had the 
Vpttaph been written on the poor coil- 
fpirator ^ who died lately in prifon, after 
' a ■confinement t)f.vnaare it ban] forty .years, 
vntbDOt^any crime proiiicdf/iagaififl: him, 
thb Jkiitimsect ■h^c^(^been':jllAi aod r^piUibe*- 
tisal ;r bubwhy ihould^Trumbi]! be con^ 
^atulatedi uponr^his llbort)', WhiQi jhaKi 
nercr known r^ftraint? '. , ..- 

• :■■."•..•■ i • j :i ' • •;• 

Qnnbe'Hon. Simon Harcourt^. <>;«// Son 
of the LordrCbarJSeJiarilAZcavKTi.jif 

To this (aA (lirine, whocVr thon art, drau' ner^T, 
Here lies the fiicnd moll lovM, the ion iimA dear : 

Who 
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^Who^wMttadn^jojf k^t fricfuUhip tHAght 9iW3&» 
Of gave hift fat%€r j^rief but whea ke ^'d. 

How vaiiiasTeafoA, elogveno^ hcnp/weakl . 
If Fepe siiift tell 'What Hso'coun ceiitiot ipeab 
♦Oh, let thy oncc-lov'y friend infcribe thy ftonei 
.And with a fathers '^ojcows mix fiis own! 

This i|ptfiqphtts^paad^d^3PCsiiar^^ 

^ivhicfa ^ inftf cod "rtrift a jMea&liar fdi^ 
^eity^ to wbtdi 4^Hflsce mufi cfbiibtir'with 
^enius^ whsbH no man can hope to at- 
tain twice, and which cannoc he copied 
?bUt with fervile ^imitation. 

, I cannot but wife that, of ^ tiis m- 
fcription, the two i^ line3 Jbad l^ 
omitted, a$ i3xcy t»ke away, fo^ua the 
energy 4vfett ^tbegr .d» ii|»t d4d. lo the 
ifcnfe, . ."^c 
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Statefhaan, yet friend to truth! of foul finc^rc. 
In z&\on faithful, and in honour clear ! 
Who "broke no jprbmife, lervM no private cnd^ 
%V^o gaii*d no title, dnd who loft no 'friend ; 
EJlfiofcfed by 'hinifelf, by all approved, 
Pt^s'i,^ wept, and honour^,' by thfe Mufc hfe 
lovU 

The lines on Craggs were not origi* 
nally intended for an epitaph; and there- 
fofe fome faults are to be imputed to 

the 
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the violence with which they are torn 
from the poem that firft contained them. 
We ma 3^, however, obferve- feme de- 
feats. There is a redundancy of words 
in the firfl couplet : it is fuperfluous to 
tell of him, wha was fincere^ irue^ and 
faithful^ that he was in honour clear. 

There feems to be an oppoiition in- 
tended in the fburth line, which is not 
very obvious : where is the wonder, that 
he who gained no iille, fliould lo/e no 
friend ? 

It may be proper here to remark the 
abfurdity of joining, in the fame infcrip- 
tlon, Latin and Englifn, or verfe and 
profe. If either language be preferable 
to the other, let that only be ufcd; for 
no reafon can be given why part of the 
information fliould be given in one 
'tongue, and part in another, on a tomb, 
more than in any other pl:.ce, on any 

ether 
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other occafion; $n4 fotcU allfjfhat caa 
biet^THi venicntly fold ki verfc, add ; tfe^ft 
to call ia the help; of profe, has always 
the /appearance of a very artlefs ; e;jtpj5T 
dient, 'or of an attempt unaccompUflied, 
Sachriap epitaph rcfemWes the conver- 
iattcio of a foreigner, Who :teUs part of 
his meting by words, and conveys part 

^:.figtlS«. . 

(..1 f;. ;k • ' ." . • 

V 






Intifided for Mr.Rdwi. . In Wefiminfier* 

Abbey. . * 

' Thy reliqiies, Rowe, to, this fair urn we trnft, 
Arid facred, place by Dry den's awful duft : 
Beneath a rude and namelefs Aonc he lict, 
To which thy tomb fliall guide inquiring eyet • 
Peace to thy gentle (bade, and endlcfs reft ! 
B\t^\xi thy genuis, in thy tovc too blclV ! 
One grateful woman to thy fame fupplies 
What a whole thankleft laivd to hit deniei. 



Of 



§:54 5P (5 P & 

«: Of i¥is infcriptfoii the thief fiult I^^ 
that it belongs left to Rowe, forwboStt 
it'WAB wfiitenj thaii wDi'yddii, tvhb wi^ 
buried near hrm ;' and indeed gives very 
little infornaatioft concctning either* ' 
* To wifh, P^k^' tc thy Jhade^ is too 
mythological to be. admitted into^icbrif- 
tian temple : the ancient wot^ip has fa*- 
fefted almofl: all our other compofoibnS) 
and might therefore be contented to 
fpare our epitaphs. ' Let fiftion, at leaft, 
eeaTe with life, and :fet us be? feriou^ 
over the grave. .' . . 

VI. 

* * ♦ 

On Mrs. Corbet, who' died of a Cancer 

in herBreaJi. 

• « * • 

Here.reils a woman, gopd ^v^ithout pretcDCe, 
Blefl With plain reafon, and with fober itaaS^ : 
-No cQBipiofts jfite, butja'er.hierfelf defir'd^ 
No arts cll'ay'd, but not to be admir'd. 
'^ Paffioii 
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Faflion and pride \^ere ^o her foul uakaoWn, 
Convipc'd that Virtue only is our own.. , 

So unaffcdted, {o compos'd a mind, 
So firm, yet foft, fo firong, yet fo refin'd, 
Heaven, as its pu reft gold, by tortures try M, 
The faint fuftain'd, but the woman dy'd.' 

'■' I have always confidered this as tlv5 
moflr: Valuable ( of all Pope?s^. epitaphs 5 
the fub^cft of it is a charaftcr not diii- 
.crirtiinated by any? Ihining or eminent 
peculiarities '; ' yen that which • really 
inakes, though not the fplendoT, the f^es- 
licity of life, and that which- every wife 
man will choofe for his final and lafting 
companion in the languor of age, i« the 
quiet of privacy, when he departs weary 
and difgufted from the oftentatious, the 
volatile, and the vain. Of fuch a chai- 
rafter, which the dull overlook, and the 
gay dcfpife, it was fit that the value 
Ihould be made known, and the dignity 

Z 2 efta. 
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cftabliftied. Domeftic virtue, as it is 
exerted without great occafions, or con- 
fpicupus confequcnces, in an even un- 
noted tenor, required the genius of Pope 
to difplay it in fucli a manner as might 
attra(3: regard, and enforce reverence. 
Who can forbear to lament that this 
amiable woman has no name in the 
verfes ? 

If the particular lines of this infcrip* 
tion be examined, it will appear lefs 
faulty than the reft. There is fcarce 
one line taken from common places, 
unlefs it be that in which only Virtue is 
faid to be Qur own. I once heard a Lady 
of great beauty and elegance objedt to 
Uxt fourth line, that it contained an un- 
i;ati ra'* and incredible panegyrick. Of 
this lee the Ladies judge. 
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VII. 

On the Monument of the Hon. Robert 

DiGBY, and of Bis Sifter Mary, erected 

by their Father the Lord Digby, in the 

Church of Sherborne in Dorfeffhire^ 

' 1727. 

> 

Go ! fair example of untainted yo^pith. 
Of modeft wifdom, and pacifick tnnh t 
Compos'd in fufferings, and in joy fedate, 
Good without noifc, without pretenfion great. 
Jnft of thy word, in every thought fincere, 
Who knew no wifli but what the world midit 

• hear : 
Of fofteft manners, unaffefted mind^ 
Lover of peace, and friend of human kind : 
Go, live ! for Heaven*s eternal year is thine, 
Go, and exalt thy moral to divine. 

And thou, bleft maid ! attendant on his doom, 
Penfive hafl follow 'd to the filent tomb, 
Steer'd the fame courfe to the fame quiet.fhore, 
Not parted long, and now to part no more ! 

Z 3 Go, 
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Go, then, where only blifs fincerc is known ! 
Go, where to love and. to tnjoy are one ! 
Yet take thcfe tears. Mortality's relief^ 
And till we fhare your joys, forgive our grief; 
Thefe little rittfs, a Hone, a verfe receive, 
'Tis ail a father, all a friend can give ! 

T 

This epitaph contains of the brother 
only a general indifcriminate charadter, 
and of the fifter tells nothing but that 
Ihe died. The difficulty in writing epi- 
taphs' is to give a particular and appro- 
priate praife. This, however, is not al- 
ways to be performed, whatever be the 
diligence or ability o( the writer; for 
the greater part of mankind have no cha- 
ra£ler at all, have little thiat diftihgUifhes- 
them from others equally good ot bad, 
and therefore nothing can be faid of 
them which may not be applied with 
equal propriety to a thoiifand more. It 
is indeed no great panegyrick, tJiat there 

is 
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46 inclofed in cHis Comb one who was 
bprn in one yeary and died in another ; 
-yet many ufefuL-and a^miable lives have 
'been' fpent 'which- yet leave little mate- 
rials for any other memoriaL Thefe are 
'hdwfever not th«' proper fubjeAis of poe- 
•try i ^and whenever friendfhip, ■ or ■ any 
Wher hiotive, obliges a poet to write oh 
YUch'fij^jefts/hfl muft be forgrven if i\c 
fometimes wanders in- generalities, and 
utters the fame praifes over different 
tombs. — ' 

. • ; ^hA (c^mn^fs,^ of hum^n . praife^ can 

fcarcely b? made more apparent, than 
by remarking how often Pope has, in 
' t'h<i''YcW epitaphs which he conipofed, 
* found it necefiiiry to borrow from him- 
felf^ Thp. fourteen epitaphs, which he 
h,3S writteti, corpprife about an huncjri^ 
and forty lines, '^. w^jich thp^^ arg mpife 
repetkioop tbm wUl.c^fily fee..j5Qftiiyjl in 

Z4 all 
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all UjL^ reft of Uis woifcfi. In ^ Mg^ 
lines which itaake the character erf IXg* 
bya there is fcarce any tl^ought, <>r.wq^45 
n^hich may not be found in -the^ other 

epitaphsV^ / ' ..,, ' ./... 

The nmth line, which . is far the 
ftrongeft and moft elegant, is borrowed. . 
The conclufion is the fame with, that on 

; - ^ ■' ') :oi: . 

Harcourt, but is here more elegjgnt jmd 
better conneded. 



VIII- ... r. 

On Sir Gopfbey Kneixer^ - In Wejt^ 
minJler-Al^bey^ iji^* 

Kneller, by heaven, and not a mafii^r'ttfught, 
Whole art ivas nasnre,'' ^(hi who(ll-'^^Mhd!i6r 
•• ,' thought;.' : .^. ••■«' .'-' ! ^'A-,r :j r.:.' i ! . 
Now for two ages, h^^ing'fraxd^^i^ffOtA {kte ' ' 
Whatever was beawtcouSy ot^fisitt^kp^zt^it^' 
Lies croi^nMwSth Bianccs-rlicocmE^^^'Poeats^liytJ"*' 
* Dneto-ltis rteiity.Unti brave-thijrfbiii^' pt^fti^ '*'' 
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Lmng, ^eat Nature fearM he might outvie 
Her wqrkv ; and^.dying, fears herfelf may die. 

O'f this epitaph the firfl: couplet is 
good, the fecond not bad, the third is 
defprmed with .a broken metaphor, the 
word crowned not being applicable to 
the honour^ or the laysj and the fourth 
is, not only borrowed, but of very harih ' 
condrudtion. 

IX. 

I 

On General Henry Withers. In Weji-^ 
minfter-Mbeyj ijig. 

Here, Withers, reft! thou bravcft, gentleft 
mindi. . 
'T*txy ca^try's jfriend, but more of human kind, 
O ! born to arms ! O ! worth in youth approv*d! 
O ! fpfj^ hunaat^ltyia agebelov'd ! 
For thee the hardy veteran drops a tear, 
Aod the gay courtier feets the figh fincere. 

Withers, adieu ! vet not with thee remove 
Thy martial fpirit, or thy focial love ! 

Amidft 
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Amidft corruption, luxtiiy, and rage. 
Still leave fomc ancient virtue* to oiir ^ : 
Nor let us fay (thofe Englifh giorles gone) 

The lail true Briton |ies beaeath this ftone^ 

• » • ' .' • . 

• - . «, 

The epitaph on Withers aiJbrds^ ano- 
ther inftance of common places, thbugh 
fomewhat idiVeriified, by mingled qua- 
lities, and the peculiarity of a profef- 
fion. 

The fecond couplet is abrupt, gene- 
ral, and unpleafing ; exclamation feldom 
'fiicceeds in our language ; and, I think, 
it may beobferved that* the particle O! 
ufed at the beginning pf.s^ fenjtence, al- * 
ways offends. 

The third coiTplet is more happy; 
the value expreited forhiray by different 

forts of men, raifes'bim to efteem ; there 

, ■ . , ' • . 

is yetforhethink of the common dant ot 

fuperficial fatirifts, who fujjpofe f nkt the 

infincerity ojf a courtier deftrpys iall'his 

: ' ' fenfa- 
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fenfationsy^and that. hye. is^equaUy a diC* 
fembter to the living and the dead. 

At the third couplet I fliould wifli the 
epitaph; to clofe, but that I Ihould be 
uny^ilUngj.to lofe the two next lines^, 
which- yet; are dearly bought if tl^ey can- 
npt be retained without the four that; 
follow therp. 

On "Mr. TEli J AH Fenton. At Eajthamfied 
in ^erkjhirel 1730. 



' 4 % ■%. 
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<'^\jk\% pEiodef^. fbone, what fo^ vain jziarblp^' 
.r\ Rn, . ^ . ...... -^ . 

May truly fay, Here lici an honcftmaiji : ] . 

A poet, blell beyond the poet*3 .fate^ 

Whom Heaven kept facred from the Proud and? 

Great : 
Foe 10 loud praife, and, friend tp learneid eafe,^ 
Content whh fcicnce in tlie vale of peaie. 
Calmly he look*d on cither life, and here. 
Saw nothing to regret, or there to fear ;. 

From 
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From Nature's temperate feafl rofefatisfy'dj 
Thank'd heaven that he' had liv'd, and that he 






. Tnc firft couplet of this epitaph is 
borrowe4^ •. The four next Hne^ contain 
a fpccies of :pr^ife peculiar, oiiginal, and 
ju^; Hcrc^ tbcrejfore, the infcrtptiDii 
IhouJd baveentted, the latter part'con- 
taining nothing but-what is common to 
every mart who is wife and good. The 
char aifler oF Fenton was fo amiable, that 
I pannot forbear to wifh for fome poet 
or biographer- to difplay it more fully 
for the advqnt^ge of pofterity. if he 
did, not' ftand in the firft rank of genius, 
he may rlaim a place in the fecond ; 
^hd, 'whatever 'criticifm may object to 
his writings, cejifure could find very lit- 
tle to blame in his^life. 



XI. 
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On Mr. Gatt. h Wefimjn^&-2lfbey, 

1732^ ' ' 

I , . I I 

• • ^ t 

OYttiatfrtci^ gentle,- of affe^lions^ld; ' 

In wit^ a itlan ; fimpliciry, ^ child j 
With naiii^ hiupa^jr tempering virtuous rzgtf 
Form'd tU> d«l?gbt at once arid lafli the zgti 

* * , , 

Above temptation, in a low c^ftate, 

(f - 

An'd uncorruptcd, even amon^ the Great: 

A fafe compiinion, and an cafy friend, - 

Unbiam'd through life, lan:<nted in thy end* ;- 

Thefe are thy honours ! not that here thy butt ' 

Is roix'd with heroes, or* with king^ thydiift; ' 

But rliat die Worthy and the Good fhall fey, ' ^ 

Striking .their penpve.hofonas — ^Hcre lies Gay,- ' 



tv 



As G^y was the favourite of our au- 
thor, this epitapK \vas probably writ-- 
ten with an uncommon degree' of at- 
tention ; yet it is not more happily exe- 
cuted than the reft, for it docs not al- 
6 ** ways 
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wayp hapi^n , that tfee. fuQc»fft crfirjt |)p^ 
IS proportiooate 430. hi^iMkfimi ,T^ 

works of ijnaginatiODi^ whkb;flf»u9f$0i 
influenced by caufes whpUyv^? ^fnljije 
performer's power, by JiiniR *(rf»^3«lwl» 
he perceives not the origin, :by fqflden 
elivattons or mind which: he., c^nne^ 
j^roduce ii> .him.felf^ and .whichi ; fprpp' 

tim^a.rK«) wiieA he e^pe<9:^..th^nj;.lj^ft5: . 
The twQ parts, of the.firft liR^^ar^ 

onjj'^hofisof each other;:, ^^i/^(.>^/«- 

mrs and wUdt^e&wHs^'ii tbey^iieaii iM^y 

thing/ muft «hea£i th^ iame« 

That Gay was a /w^ » i« w/> is a very 

frigid commendation; to have thfi:,wit 

of a man- .is not much fqr apQe?*^ .Xhe 

nxiit of ,mn^ and the fmplicity of ^ ekild^ 

make a poor and vulgar contrafl:^. and 

ratfe np ide^ of excellence, ^ithier iiitel- 

Icd^oal or. mpral. ... > 

4 In 
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Id the ^ttpxt/touplet; f^^ % kft pfw 
pct^y tAtr94^j§:6d after !tM«4EAj»itkAi of 

theieQiifti4iu«ls ,ojf,fliit?^fSffl!W^.rt fwil 
man fo ;»iW and gentle to /tf;w/^r hisr^S 

oppoiition is obvious^ and the word lafii 
tafed 4l«8*ufelFv- ^'ttd *itijj^,'^y.|fi<)ft}i- 
ficatidn, isr-graft anfl ifiipitop^i>? -. .; 
- Tdj b«:;^i^.' t^mpintifi^) }n potes?y# 
txxdtfreeyfiromst irruption \ amyf9^-$h^ GrVt^ 
n iiixleed; ilack\'a p^aUarii^ as'/defey^^ 
notice^ ' /} Evkt ijo i>& a. ^/^^ ^$wfiankH i4 
praife merely negative, ariiii^iRQt/ffOtil 
the poffeffion of virtue, but the abfenbe 
of vice, and that one of the moft 
odious* 

As little can be added to his charad:er, 
by aflerting that he was lamented m bis 

end. 
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end. tvcftf ' man that 'iJiesr ^ 'it l<aft 
Tby the^rifef of his epitapfe^^ fuppofed 
to i>6 kmetitidy and th«r^^ thM» ^« 
neral lamentisitien doet ' n^'*^1^<iur to 
Gay, -. ^ • • ,•' 

The eight firft lines- ji«w^"«dJ^gram- 
mar; i^^S^^a^tW^s aiQ- i#l^iout an/ 
fubftantir^y and the ('^iMfdBs Without a 

•: The thougkt in the :Uft Tale, that 
Gay is bdried id the boffpifi ^of the 
Hoprihy arfd the %poiy who ^ape- dtftin- 
goi{bed only to lengthen the tiAe^J^ fo 

dii^ that ' fd>v ' underftand^ lit ;iviiadfi> 
hiai^> when it^ is* explftili^d!^that.^l 
fewer apjttove* • - 
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intmi^ for Sir Isaac NjiWTOKt 
> In We^minfier^Jbkey^ 

ISAACUS NeWTONIUS^ 

Qiiem Imrtiortalem : 
Tenant ur, Tempus^ Natura^ Cwlun^? 
Mortalem 
Hoc marmor fatetur. 

"Nature,* and Nature's laws, lay hid in nighty 
G6d laid, Let Newton be I And all was light., 

0£ this epitaph, Ihort as it is, tbc^ 
faulfe' ftetn not to be very few. Why' 
part fliould be Latin and part Englifli,. 
it is not eafy to difcover. In the Latin, 
the oppofition of hnmortalis and Mortalis, 
is a mere found, or a mere quibble ; he 
is not immortal in any fenfe contrary to 
that in which he is mortal. 

A a Id 
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In the verfes the thought is obvious, 
and the words nigb't Und light are too 
iteaPly kT&d; ' ' '''' 
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« ■ * • ' 

0« Edmund Duke ef Buckingham, 
zvh'dkd in the i^th Teat 'if Bts jige, 

1735- 

If modeft youth, with cool refle<ftioa crown'd, 
AikI every opening virtue blooming round, 
Coiild fave a -parent's jufteft pride from fate, 
Or add one patriot to a finking ftate ; 
This weeping marble Tiad hot afkM tiy teSr, 
Or fadly told, how many hopes lie here ! 
The living virtue now had fhonc approv'd. 
The feaate heard him, and his country lov'd* 
Tet lofter honours, and lefs noify fam«^ 
Atehd the.fliade of gentle Buckingham: 
In whom a race, for courage 'fain ^d and art, 
£nds in the triilder merit of the heart ; 
And chiefs or fages long to Britain given, 
Pajjs the laft tribute of a faint to heaven. 

This 



* 

This jepitfl^h Mr. ^Yart)U^^pn prefers 
to the'refi:, but I kn.pw no| for what 
reafon. To crown with reflexion is 
i^irply • a • ji^pde .0^ fpepch appfpadnng 
Xfi ijpnfpPjfe, fifenmg virtues blooming 
^WAx y^ ^PP.^bing ]ike tautology ; the 
fix foUqwing linf s are poqr and p^ofaick, 
4xt is iq anptj^ef Poup|et ufed for artSy 
that a rfiyme may. be had to hearU The 
fix. ,lafl:. l^nes are the l)eft, but not ex-, 
cellent. 

Xhe reft pf his; fgpulchral perfor- 
maflceg jjajt^ly jd^ferve the ijotice of cri-. 
ticifni. The contcrapxil^le Dklpguc be- 
tween He and She Ihould have been 
fupprefled for the author's fake. 

In his laft epitaph on himfelf,^ in 
which he attempts to be jocular upon 
one of the few things that make wife 
men ferious, ' he confounds the living 
man with the dead : 

A a a Under 
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Under diis ftone, or under thir^f^ 

Or under this nirf, Bat* ^• «">•'/ 

When a: man is once 'bu^rtedj^hc 
queftion, under what he is hurie4, is 
eafily decided. He forgot that .though 
he wrote the epitaph in a ftate of un- 
certainty, yet it could not be laid over 
him till his grave was made., Such is 
the folly of wit when it is ill em- 
ploy ed« 

The world has but little new ; even 
this feems to have been borrowed from 
the following tunelefs lines :- 

Ludovici Areofli humantur ofla 

Sub hoc Marmore^ vel fub hac humo, feu: 

Sub quicquid voluit benignus haeres 

Sive hcerede benignior comes, feu 

Opportunius incidens Viator j 

Nam fcire baud potuit futura, fed nee 

Tanti erat vacuum fibi cadaver 

' . Ut 
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Ut utnam cuperet parare vivcns, 
Vivens ifta tamea fibi paraviu 
Quae infcribi voluit fuo fepulchro 
Olim fiq^ued habeiet^ fepulchrum* 

Surelv even the writer of thefe lines 
did hot venture to expedt that he Ihould 
have 'ever had fuch an illuftrious imi- 
tator. 
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